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Summary Description 

The residence at 1215 East Nineteenth Avenue is a two-and-one-half-story English 
Cottage-inspired Period Revival home designed in 1928 by Spokane architect Frederick 
E. Westcott for Modern Homes & Finance, Inc. As one of the company’s architect-

designed residences, the 
house was constructed 
without a specific owner 
and reflects the 
company’s approach to 
speculative residential 
development. 
Prominently situated on 
Spokane’s South Hill, 
the residence is 
distinguished by its 
irregular massing, 
steeply pitched and 
varied roof forms, 
natural materials, and 
carefully integrated 
relationship to its 
sloping site and 
landscape. 

The property retains a 
high degree of historic 
integrity in location, 
design, materials, 
workmanship, and 
association. Despite 
limited alterations 
associated with 
continued residential 

use, it retains a largely intact exterior, interior plan, architectural detailing, and historic 
landscape. Its well-preserved architectural character and relationship to the site continue 
to convey Westcott’s original design and illustrate the quality of architect-designed 
residential development on Spokane’s South Hill during the late 1920s. 
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Architectural Description: Exterior 

Overall Setting and Architectural Character 

Set prominently within its original South Hill setting, the residence is a highly intact 
example of English Cottage-inspired Period Revival residential architecture. Designed in 
1928, the house is distinguished by its asymmetrical massing, steeply pitched roof forms, 
cedar shake cladding, carefully executed wood detailing, carved entrance treatment, 
original wood windows, and thoughtfully integrated relationship with its landscaped 
surroundings. These features reflect the informal compositions, natural materials, and 
carefully considered detailing that characterized architect-designed residences during 
Spokane’s late-1920s residential development. 

The property is located on Lot 6, Block 12 of the Roosevelt Addition on Spokane’s South 
Hill. The approximately 80-by-155-foot parcel slopes gently to the north, allowing the 
principal living spaces to take advantage of expansive views while exposing the basement 
level along the rear elevation. Mature trees, established plantings, concrete landscape 
features, and the original rock garden contribute to the historic setting and reinforce the 
close relationship between architecture and landscape that was central to Period Revival 
residential design. 

The residence was originally designed by Westcott for a 50-foot-wide parcel. Following 
their purchase of the property in 1931, Dr. and Mrs. Clyde W. Countryman acquired an 
additional 30-foot-wide parcel immediately east of the house and incorporated it into the 
landscape through coordinated plantings and site improvements. The expanded parcel 
remains part of the historic setting and contributes to the property’s spacious residential 
character. 

The home contains approximately 3,388 square feet, consisting of a 1,240-square-foot 
basement, a 1,248-square-foot first floor, and a 900-square-foot second floor. The design 
responds thoughtfully to the sloping site, with principal living spaces oriented toward 
northern views and the lower level integrated into the natural topography. 

The overall composition is intentionally asymmetrical, relying on varied roof forms, 
projecting bays, changes in wall planes, and irregular massing to create the informal 
character associated with English Cottage-inspired Period Revival architecture. The 
steeply pitched roof forms establish the distinctive silhouette of the residence, while the 
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use of textured materials and 
handcrafted details reinforces 
the appearance of a carefully 
composed, individually 
designed home. 

The exterior is clad primarily 
in cedar shakes, a material 
documented in contemporary 
newspaper accounts 
describing the residence’s 
construction. The painted 
treatment of the shakes 
contributed to the weathered appearance associated with English Cottage design and 
remained an important component of the house’s architectural character. Although the 
original paint colors are not documented, a 1950 photograph in the collections of the 
Northwest Museum of Arts and Culture provides evidence that the painted exterior 
treatment remained in place during the mid-twentieth century. 

The majority of the historic cedar shake siding remains intact. Replacement cedar 
materials have been introduced only where later construction created new exterior wall 
surfaces. In these locations, materials were carefully selected and milled to match the 
profile, texture, and appearance of the historic siding, maintaining compatibility with the 
original design. 

South (Primary) 
Elevation 

The south elevation serves 
as the principal façade and 
presents the residence’s 
most formal public 
expression. Although 
asymmetrical in 
composition, the elevation 
achieves balance through 
the careful arrangement of 
projecting wall planes, 
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window groupings, roof forms, and decorative elements. 

The entrance is 
distinguished by an 
intricately carved wood 
frieze with floral motifs and 
a small central crest. 
Historically painted as part 
of the exterior treatment, 
the ornament reinforces the 
handcrafted character of the 
entrance and its English 
Cottage influence. Above, a 
steeply pitched Tudor-
inspired gable contributes 
to the picturesque 
silhouette.  

The gable apex is accented by concrete ornament, decorative wood trim, and small 
corbels, creating a distinctive combination of materials and finely executed details 
characteristic of Period Revival architecture. 

Two surviving chimneys 
contribute to the vertical 
emphasis and roofline 
composition of the south 
elevation. The larger 
west chimney rises along 
the west side of the 
residence and emerges 
through the roof peak 
near the center of the 
building’s massing, 
serving the original 
wood burning fireplaces. 
A second chimney near 
the east side emerges 

where the intersecting front roof forms meet, historically serving the boiler system. 
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Together, these features reinforce the residence’s picturesque silhouette and illustrate the 
integration of functional elements into the overall architectural composition. 

The original front walkway consists of patterned concrete extending from the public 
sidewalk to the entrance and continuing eastward along the façade to the driveway. A 
small triangular planting bed at the intersection of these walkways creates a transition 
between the built environment and landscape, reinforcing the informal setting of the 
residence. 

Extant wood double-hung windows remain throughout the principal and second floors, 
preserving the scale, proportions, and rhythm of the historic elevation. Original first-floor 
storm windows survive, while second-floor storm windows were recreated using 
surviving historic examples as models. Together, these features maintain the balanced 
composition and distinctive appearance of the primary elevation. 

West Elevation 

The west elevation contributes 
to the residence’s English 
Cottage-inspired character 
through its simple wall plane, 
steeply pitched roof form, 
cedar shake cladding, and 
prominent chimney. The 
elevation achieves visual 
interest through the contrast of 
textured materials and strong 
vertical elements rather than 
through formal symmetry or 
projecting features. The 
chimney rises along the west 
side of the residence before 
emerging through the roof 
peak near the center of the 
building’s massing, reinforcing 
the distinctive silhouette of the 
house. Together with the 
extant wood window openings 
and historic roof profile, these 
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elements illustrate the use of natural materials and carefully composed forms 
characteristic of Period Revival design. 

A 1950 photograph by Libby 
Photography Studio, held in 
the collections of the 
Northwest Museum of Arts 
and Culture (Photo ID L87-
1.65259-50), provides partial 
visual documentation of the 
west side of the residence. 
Although the image 
primarily depicts the 
neighboring property, it 
captures portions of the 
home and documents the 
painted exterior treatment, 
presence of the west chimney, and roof profile prior to later roof replacement. The 
photograph provides important evidence of the residence’s appearance during the mid-
twentieth century.  

The west elevation remains substantially intact and retains its materials, proportions, and 
relationship to the surrounding landscape. 

East Elevation 

The east elevation 
contributes to the 
residence’s informal, 
picturesque 
composition through 
its relationship to the 
expanded historic lot, 
side entry 
configuration, original 
materials, and adjacent 
landscape features. 
The elevation retains 
cedar shake cladding, 
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wood windows, and handcrafted detailing that characterize the exterior of the residence 
and illustrate the consistent use of natural materials throughout the design. 

The east side of the property is particularly significant for its connection to the historic 
development of the landscape. Following their purchase of the residence in 1931, Dr. and 
Mrs. Clyde W. Countryman acquired an additional 30-foot-wide parcel immediately east 
of the house and incorporated it into the property through coordinated plantings and 
landscape improvements. The original rock garden, located along the east side of the 
residence, remains an important surviving feature of this period of site development. 

Together with mature 
vegetation and concrete 
landscape elements, the 
garden reinforces the 
historic relationship 
between the residence and 
its surroundings. 

The east elevation also 
contains the side-entry area 
that was incorporated into 
the 2024 kitchen remodel. 
Approximately 54 square 
feet were added by 
incorporating the existing 

projecting side-entry configuration, allowing the kitchen expansion to occur without 
substantially altering the established footprint or overall massing of the residence. The 
roof extension was designed to relate to the existing roof forms, and decorative corbels 
were incorporated to maintain compatibility with the detailing found throughout the 
house. 

The kitchen windows were replaced as part of this work; however, the replacement 
windows were carefully designed to replicate the historic configuration, including their 
size, proportions, and arrangement. Surviving examples elsewhere in the residence 
informed the rehabilitation approach, allowing the remodeled area to retain the scale and 
rhythm of the original design. New cedar materials introduced in this area were selected 
and milled to match the profile, texture, and appearance of the historic exterior. 

The east elevation demonstrates the continued evolution of the property while retaining 
the features that define its historic character. The compatible treatment of later 
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modifications, combined with the survival of original materials and landscape features, 
allows this side of the property to continue conveying the relationship between 
architecture, site, and craftsmanship that distinguishes the residence. 

North (Rear/View) Elevation 

The north elevation is one of 
the most significant 
components of the residence 
because it demonstrates 
Frederick E. Westcott’s 
thoughtful integration of 
architecture, topography, and 
landscape. Responding to the 
natural slope of the lot, the 
residence steps into the 
hillside, allowing the lower 
level to accommodate 
functional spaces while the 
principal living areas above 

take advantage of expansive northern views. 

Unlike a conventional rear elevation, the north side was designed as an important 
landscape-facing elevation. The change in grade allowed the attached two-car garage to 
be incorporated into the lower level of the residence rather than constructed as a separate 
accessory structure. This approach reduced the visual impact of the garage while 
integrating automobile functions into the overall architectural composition. 

The north elevation features a 
roof form distinct from the 
prominent pitched gable of the 
front elevation. The rear roof 
incorporates a large dormer, 
while the lower garage and view 
balcony above it create the 
stepped massing of the north 
elevation. 
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The defining feature of the north 
elevation is the view balcony 
located above the garage. A 1931 
Spokesman-Review article 
describing the completed 
residence identified this feature as 
a “view balcony” overlooking the 
landscaped grounds. Functioning 
as the roof terrace of the garage, 
the balcony creates an elevated 
outdoor space that connects the 
principal living areas with the 
surrounding landscape. The 
feature remains substantially 
intact, retaining its railing, painted concrete floor, and concrete support elements. 

The integration of the garage and balcony reflects the Period Revival emphasis on 
creating a cohesive relationship between interior spaces, outdoor living areas, and natural 
surroundings. Rather than treating the garage as a secondary utilitarian feature, Westcott 
incorporated it into the building mass while using the roof terrace to extend the living 
space toward the landscape. 

Concrete architectural 
elements further reinforce this 
connection. The balcony 
supports relate to other 
concrete features throughout 
the property, including the 
front entry, garden elements, 
steps, and retaining walls. 
Concrete steps descend from 
behind the garage area toward 
the lower garden, where pillars 
and retaining elements define 
the transition between the 

residence and the landscaped grounds. 

The north elevation retains its historic materials, proportions, and relationship to the site. 
The integrated garage, view balcony, concrete landscape features, and mature plantings 
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continue to illustrate Westcott’s approach to residential design and the deliberate 
connection between architecture and landscape. 

Architectural Description: Interior 
Overall Interior Character 

The interior of 1215 East Nineteenth Avenue remains a highly intact example of an 
architect-designed Period Revival residence of the late 1920s. Despite nearly a century of 
continuous residential use and modernization, the principal floor plan, circulation 
patterns, spatial relationships, and many original architectural features remain 
substantially intact. Together, these elements continue to convey Frederick E. Westcott’s 
approach to residential design, which emphasized thoughtful planning, carefully 
integrated details, built-in functionality, and a close relationship between interior spaces 
and the surrounding landscape. 

The original interior organization reflects the expectations of a well-appointed late-1920s 
residence, with formal entertaining spaces arranged around a central circulation system 
while providing flexibility for family use. The first-floor plan incorporates distinct yet 
interconnected rooms, allowing the living room, dining room, entry hall, and outdoor 
balcony to function as a coordinated sequence of spaces. This arrangement illustrates the 
emphasis placed on both architectural presentation and modern residential convenience 
during the Period Revival era.  
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Entry Hall and Interior Circulation 

The main entry provides a transition between 
the picturesque exterior and the carefully 
planned interior spaces of the residence. The 
original circulation pattern remains 
substantially unchanged, with the entry 
opening directly into the foyer and establishing 
the organization of the first floor.  

The entry hall establishes one of the 
residence’s most distinctive interior design 
characteristics: the repeated use of arched 
openings as a unifying architectural motif. An 
arched passage leads into the foyer, with 
additional arched openings organizing 
movement between the principal circulation 
spaces, including the connections between the 
foyer and service hall and between the service hall and dining room. Throughout the first 
floor, open doorways are consistently expressed as arches, creating a cohesive visual 
rhythm that links the formal and service areas of the residence. 

The space also retains several features that illustrate 
the level of detail applied throughout the interior. An 
arched telephone cubby with an integrated drawer 

remains intact, reflecting the 
integration of early twentieth-
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century household technology into the design of the home. A nearby coat closet and 
built-in folding bench, historically used when removing shoes, further demonstrate the 
attention given to convenience and carefully considered details in secondary spaces. 

The interior stair retains its original configuration, woodwork, and detailing. Although 
the stair surfaces have been painted and a runner has been added over the treads, the 
original design and detailing remain evident. Where portions of the stair trim were 
damaged, repairs were completed using specially fabricated replacement pieces milled to 
replicate the original profiles and detailing. These repairs preserved the historic 
appearance of the stair while maintaining the original profiles, proportions, and visual 
character of the design. 

Together, the arched openings, built-in features, and stair hall details establish the interior 
vocabulary that continues throughout the residence. Their survival provides important 
evidence of Westcott’s original design intent and the level of care given to architect-
designed homes constructed in Spokane during the late 1920s. 

Living Room and Dining Room 
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The living room remains one of the most significant interior spaces in the residence and 
continues to illustrate Westcott’s approach to residential planning and craftsmanship. The 
room retains its original proportions, coved ceiling, wood windows, and relationship to 
the principal circulation spaces of the first floor. These features contribute to the refined 
yet informal character associated with English Cottage-inspired Period Revival interiors 
of the late 1920s. 

A defining feature of the living room is 
the original arrangement of French doors 
that creates a flexible connection between 
adjoining spaces. The double French 
doors between the entry hall and living 
room incorporate a central hinge 
arrangement that allows the doors to fold 
flat against the south wall when open, 
creating a broad transition between the 

entry and principal living area.  

Similarly, the three-panel French door 
assembly between the living room and 
dining room is designed to fold flat along the 
walls of the living room, allowing the two 
formal spaces to function as an 
interconnected entertaining area. This 
feature demonstrates the careful 
consideration given to circulation, flexibility, 
and social use in Westcott’s original design. 
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The relationship between the living room, dining room, and surrounding circulation 
spaces is further reinforced through the repeated use of arched openings throughout the 
first floor. The arched transition between the entry and foyer, the connection between the 
service hall and dining room, and other open doorways establish a consistent interior 
vocabulary that visually links the formal and functional areas of the residence. These 
repeated arched forms demonstrate the intentional integration of decorative detailing with 
the organization of interior spaces. 

The living room fireplace 
remains an important focal 
feature within the space. The 
fireplace retains its original 
scale, location, and concrete 
construction. Although the 
mantel and decorative 
surround have been modified 
and a gas insert has been 
installed within the original 
firebox, the feature continues 
to function as a defining 
architectural element of the 
room. 

The living room’s 
connection to the 
landscape is reinforced 
through the original 
French doors leading to 
the view balcony and the 
large picture window 
overlooking the 
surrounding grounds. 
These openings provide 
natural light, expansive 
views, and a direct 
relationship between the 
interior and exterior 
spaces. Contemporary 
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descriptions of the residence emphasized the importance of these views, noting the 
manner in which the principal living spaces were designed to take advantage of the 
property’s setting. 

The adjoining dining room 
retains its original 
proportions, coved ceiling, 
and relationship to the living 
room. The original window 
arrangement consists of a 
balanced composition of a 
double-hung window, central 
picture window, and second 
double-hung window, 
reinforcing the room’s 
connection to the landscape 
and providing continuity with 
the window patterns found 
throughout the residence. Together with the French door connection to the living room, 
the dining room illustrates the integrated planning of the principal entertaining spaces. 

The relationship between 
the dining room and 
kitchen has evolved over 
time. A later remodeling 
campaign introduced an 
arched opening between 
the two rooms, creating a 
more open connection 
between these spaces while 
responding to the recurring 
arched doorway motif 
found throughout the 
original interior. The new 
opening was designed to 

complement the established architectural vocabulary of the residence, where open 
doorways without doors are consistently expressed as arches.  
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Although the original kitchen configuration has not been documented, available physical 
evidence suggests that the original arrangement was likely more enclosed, with 
circulation connected to the main hall. The later modification altered a secondary service 
area but did not affect the principal first-floor rooms, circulation pattern, or defining 
architectural features of the residence. 

First-Floor Secondary Spaces and Interior Craftsmanship 

In addition to the principal entertaining spaces, the first floor retains several secondary 
rooms and architectural details that illustrate the level of planning and craftsmanship 
incorporated into the residence. These features demonstrate the attention given not only 
to formal spaces but also to the functional elements of daily residential life. 

A main-floor office remains an important feature of the residence and retains its original 
built-in cabinetry and shelving. The integrated millwork reflects the emphasis placed on 
functional storage solutions in architect-designed homes of the late 1920s. Together with 
the built-in features found throughout the residence, the office illustrates Westcott’s 
approach to combining utility with carefully considered architectural detailing. 

Interior woodwork throughout the residence continues to contribute significantly to its 
architectural character. The original mahogany trim remains extant throughout much of 
the interior, although it was painted during the history of the home, obscuring the original 
finish while preserving the underlying material and profiles. Where sections of trim were 
damaged, replacement pieces were milled to match the original dimensions, proportions, 
and detailing. These repairs preserve the visual continuity of the interior woodwork while 
allowing the original craftsmanship to remain legible. 

Original white oak flooring remains throughout the first and second floors, except in 
areas historically associated with service functions, including bathrooms, kitchen, pantry, 
and entry spaces. Although the floors have been refinished as part of ongoing 
maintenance, they retain their original material, extent, and contribution to the interior 
design. The continued presence of original flooring throughout the principal rooms 
reinforces the continuity of the residence’s original material palette. 

Kitchen and Service Spaces 

The kitchen has evolved through remodeling campaigns that adapted the residence for 
continued residential use while preserving the original organization of the first floor. The 
work included a modest expansion that incorporated the existing projecting side-entry 
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configuration rather than substantially changing the overall footprint or circulation 
pattern of the residence. The modification affected secondary service areas but did not 
alter the principal living spaces or the architectural relationships established in the 
original design. 

As part of the kitchen 
remodeling, the original 
kitchen windows were 
replaced. The 
replacement windows 
were designed to 
replicate the original 
configuration, including 
their size, proportions, 
and arrangement. The 
design was informed by 
surviving original 
examples elsewhere in 
the residence, 

maintaining visual continuity with the 
historic window patterns found throughout 
the house. 

A pantry was added as part of a later 
remodel, and the main-floor powder room 
was relocated to accommodate the revised 
service layout. The historic laundry chute, 
extending from the second-floor guest 
bathroom through the pantry to the 
basement laundry area, was retained as an 
example of the residence’s original 
functional planning. These changes were 
limited to secondary service areas and did 
not affect the primary circulation pattern or 
principal rooms. 
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The surviving office, built-
in cabinetry, interior 
woodwork, and historic 
flooring further demonstrate 
the quality of craftsmanship 
and thoughtful planning 
evident throughout the 
interior. Together, these 
features illustrate how the 
residence has been adapted 
for continued use while 
retaining the architectural 
character of Westcott’s 
original design. 

Second Floor 

The second floor retains much of the original residential organization and continues to 
illustrate the thoughtful planning and architectural detailing characteristic of Westcott’s 
work. The arrangement of bedrooms, built-in storage features, windows, and principal 
second-floor circulation spaces remains substantially intact, providing important evidence 
of the original design intent and the quality of materials and workmanship incorporated 
throughout the residence. 

The primary bedroom 
retains several significant 
built-in features, including 
two arched cupboards 
positioned opposite one 
another on the east and west 
walls. Their form continues 
the arched design 
vocabulary established on 
the first floor and 
demonstrates the 
consistency of Westcott’s 
interior detailing. The built-
in closet cabinetry also 
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survives; although the closet was later expanded, the added cabinetry replicates the 
profiles, proportions, and detailing of the earlier work. 

The adjoining dressing area and bedroom retain their 
double-hung wood windows within the historic openings. 
Their scale and proportions contribute to the character of 
the second-floor elevations while providing natural light 
and maintaining views to the surrounding landscape. 

The primary bathroom was 
modified during the history 
of the residence to 
accommodate contemporary 
residential needs. 
Documentation from 1931 
confirms that a private tiled 
bath associated with the primary bedroom was part of the original design. During a later 
remodel, the bathroom was expanded into a portion of the adjacent attic space, increasing 
the size of the room while retaining its historic location and relationship to the bedroom. 
A new shower was incorporated beneath the sloping roof, 
and a skylight was added to provide additional natural 
light. The original double-hung windows remain in their 
historic openings, preserving important elements of the 
room’s historic character. 

The two upstairs guest bedrooms illustrate the residential 
planning of the late 1920s. The west guest room retains its 
original built-in dresser, which is recessed into the wall and 
distinguished by an arched top. This feature reflects the 
recurring use of arched forms and integrated cabinetry 
throughout the residence. Together with the built-in 
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features found elsewhere in the home, it demonstrates the attention given to both function 
and architectural detail in secondary spaces. 

Both guest bedrooms retain their original double-hung wood windows in their historic 
openings, preserving the scale, proportions, and relationship between interior spaces and 
exterior views. The south-facing guest bedroom has experienced a greater degree of 
alteration, including the removal of a wall to enlarge the room and the loss of its original 
built-in cabinetry. Despite these changes, the room retains its historic location, general 
proportions, and relationship to the overall second-floor plan. 

A secondary bathroom serving the guest 
bedrooms remains in its historic location 
and retains its historic window openings. 
Although updated with modern fixtures and 
finishes, the room continues to reflect the 
original planning of separate facilities for 
family members and guests. The historic 
laundry chute also remains intact, providing 
evidence of the practical planning and built-
in conveniences incorporated into the 
residence. 

The second-floor hall retains an original built-in 
linen cupboard consisting of a large upper cabinet 
above a bank of drawers. This integrated storage 
feature reflects the emphasis on functional built-in 
cabinetry found throughout the residence and 
contributes to the continuity of craftsmanship 
between the first and second floors. 

A new stair connecting the second floor to the attic 
was introduced during the 2015–2016 attic 
rehabilitation. Because no finished attic circulation 
existed historically, this feature represents a later 
addition within the residence. The stairs were 
designed to complement the existing interior 
character while remaining distinguishable from the 
original construction. Its placement allowed access 
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to the newly finished attic without altering the historic second-floor room arrangement or 
principal circulation pattern. 

Overall, the second floor continues to convey Westcott’s approach to residential design 
through its original organization, built-in features, wood windows, and architectural 
detailing. The surviving elements demonstrate the continuation of a cohesive interior 
design vocabulary in which functional spaces were carefully planned and integrated with 
craftsmanship and decorative detail. 

Basement 

The basement of 1215 East Nineteenth Avenue remains an important component of the 
original 1928 design and illustrates Westcott’s thoughtful response to the property’s 
sloping South Hill site. Rather than functioning solely as a utilitarian lower level, the 
basement was designed as an integrated part of the residence, incorporating living, 
service, and automobile functions within the natural topography of the lot. Because the 
property slopes downward toward the north, the basement level is partially exposed at the 
rear elevation, allowing direct access to the attached garage and creating a strong physical 
connection between the residence and the surrounding landscape. 

Contemporary documentation from 1931 confirms that the basement was an intentional 
component of the original residential design. A Spokesman-Review article describing Dr. 
Clyde W. Countryman’s purchase of the residence noted a finished basement recreation 
room with a fireplace, as well as the two-car garage. These features demonstrate the 
inclusion of modern residential conveniences within the traditional English Cottage-
inspired design approach characteristic of the residence. 

The principal recreation room remains the most significant interior space within the 
basement. The room retains its original location, configuration, finishes, and fireplace, 
including the original mantel and decorative treatment, and continues to reflect the 
finished recreation space documented in 1931. A gas fireplace insert has been installed 
within the original firebox to accommodate contemporary heating needs while preserving 
the historic appearance of the feature. 

The basement retains its original circulation pattern and relationship to the upper levels of 
the residence. The stairway connecting the first floor and basement remains intact and 
retains its original configuration and woodwork. Although the stair surfaces have been 
painted and a runner has been installed over the treads, the original detailing and 
relationship between levels remain substantially intact. 
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The remaining basement spaces continue to reflect their original service functions. The 
mechanical room retains the original coal chute, providing evidence of the residence’s 
original heating system and early twentieth-century residential technology. Although the 
mechanical systems have been modernized over time, the organization of the basement 
service areas remains substantially intact. 

The basement bathroom and laundry area have been modified to accommodate 
contemporary residential use. Updates have included replacement fixtures, appliances, 
and alterations associated with ventilation and mechanical systems. These changes have 
remained limited to secondary spaces and have not affected the overall basement 
organization or significant character-defining features. 

The garage remains an important component of the original design and continues to 
illustrate the integration of automobile accommodations into architect-designed 
residences of the late 1920s. Located at the lowest level of the north elevation due to the 
site slope, the garage is incorporated into the hillside rather than appearing as a separate 
structure. Although the original overhead garage doors and garage windows have been 
replaced, the garage retains its historic location, scale, and relationship to the residence. 

The basement level also contributes to the architectural relationship between the 
residence and landscape through its connection to the rear-view balcony above. The 
balcony, supported by original concrete pillars, forms the roof of the garage and provides 
a transition between the principal living spaces, lower-level functions, and landscaped 
grounds. This integration of living space, outdoor space, and site conditions reflects the 
picturesque planning principles central to English Cottage-inspired Period Revival 
design. 

Overall, the basement retains a high degree of historic integrity. The original 
organization, circulation pattern, recreation room, fireplace, service spaces, coal chute, 
garage location, and relationship to the landscape continue to convey Westcott’s original 
design intent. Although the basement has evolved through continued residential use and 
necessary modernization, these changes have been limited in scope and have not 
substantially altered the character-defining features that contribute to the architectural 
significance of the residence. 

Attic Rehabilitation 
The attic was originally unfinished and does not appear to have served as finished 
residential space during the historic period. Contained within the steeply pitched roof, the 
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space forms part of the roof volume that contributes to the residence’s English Cottage-
inspired Period Revival character. In 2015–2016, the attic was converted to functional 
residential space without altering the historic roof framing, exterior massing, or 
distinctive silhouette. 

A new stairway connecting the second floor to the attic was introduced as part of the 
rehabilitation. Because no finished attic circulation existed historically, the stairs are a 
contemporary addition designed to complement the existing interior character while 
remaining distinguishable from the historic fabric. Its placement did not alter the 
organization of the second-floor rooms. 

The rehabilitation created a single large room with new interior finishes and residential 
use. Limited exterior changes included an east elevation window and three skylights. The 
east window was later replaced with a wood window designed to complement the scale, 
proportions, and detailing of the historic windows. The skylights were positioned within 
existing roof planes to provide natural light while minimizing their visibility from the 
principal elevations. 

The attic conversion represents a compatible adaptation of previously unfinished space. 
The work accommodated contemporary residential use while retaining the historic roof 

framing, exterior form, and architectural 
character of the residence. 

Landscape and Site History 

The landscape surrounding the residence 
contributes to its architectural significance 
and reflects the Period Revival tradition of 
integrating houses with gardens, terraces, 
outdoor living spaces, and natural 
surroundings. From its construction in 1928, 
the home occupied a carefully planned site 
that took advantage of the South Hill’s 
elevation, views, and gently sloping terrain. 
Mature trees and established plantings have 
since developed to provide privacy and 
enclosure while maintaining the property’s 
historic residential character. 
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The rear grounds retain 
several historic site 
features, including 
concrete steps, pillars, 
retaining walls, terraces, 
and outdoor living areas. 
Behind the garage, 
concrete steps descend to a 
lower garden area where 
pillars and retaining walls 
define the transition 
between the residence and 
the grounds. These 
elements relate to concrete 

features elsewhere on the property and contribute to a consistent material vocabulary. 
Preservation work has focused on stabilizing and repairing these features while retaining 
their historic character. 

The landscape also reflects the stewardship of 
Dr. Clyde W. Countryman and his wife, Emma 
Jane Countryman, who purchased the residence 
in 1931. Mrs. Countryman was active in 
Spokane’s gardening community and received 
first place in the Rock Garden Class, as 
documented by a Spokesman-Review article 
published August 27, 1936. Newspaper accounts 
describing garden gatherings at the residence 
further demonstrate that the grounds served as a 
setting for social and community activities 
during the Countryman period. 
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The surviving rock garden, located along the east 
side of the residence, is an important feature 
associated with this period of site development. The 
kitchen and side-entry areas overlook the garden, 
providing a direct visual connection between 
everyday interior spaces and the landscaped grounds. 
Historic photographs and newspaper references 
document the garden during the Countryman 
ownership, although other landscape features, 
including a former pond, no longer remain. 

While the landscape has evolved over nearly a 
century, its principal features continue to convey the 
character of the historic site. The surviving terraces, 
concrete elements, mature vegetation, outdoor 
spaces, and rock garden illustrate the continued 
development and stewardship of the grounds while 
reinforcing the property's historic relationship 
between architecture and landscape. 
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Statement of Significance 

The residence at 1215 East Nineteenth Avenue is eligible for listing in the Spokane 
Register of Historic Places under Category C (Architecture) as an excellent example of 
English Cottage-inspired Period Revival residential architecture and as a documented 
work of Spokane master architect Frederick E. Westcott. Constructed in 1928 for Modern 
Homes & Finance, Inc., the residence represents the type of architect-designed home that 
characterized Spokane’s South Hill residential development during the late 1920s and 
reflects Westcott’s mature approach to picturesque composition, architectural detailing, 
and the integration of residence and landscape. 

The property is significant because it: 

● is a documented work of Spokane architect Frederick E. Westcott, whose 
residential designs contributed to the architectural character of Spokane during the 
early twentieth century; 

● represents an excellent local example of English Cottage-inspired Period Revival 
architecture through its asymmetrical composition, steeply pitched roof forms, 
textured cedar shake exterior, decorative detailing, picturesque massing, and 
carefully planned relationship with its site; 

● retains many architectural characteristics documented in contemporary newspaper 
accounts from the period of construction and initial ownership, including the 
cedar shake exterior, rear view balcony, built-in interior features, and attached 
two-car garage; 

● illustrates the residential aspirations of Spokane’s professional and business 
community during the city’s significant growth period of the 1920s; and 

● retains a high degree of historic integrity, with the property’s location, setting, 
design, materials, workmanship, feeling, and association remaining clearly 
evident. 

Although the residence has experienced alterations associated with nearly a century of 
continuous residential use, these changes have not substantially diminished its historic 
character or architectural significance. Modifications include updates to kitchen and 
bathroom spaces, modernization of mechanical systems, a modest kitchen expansion, 
installation of skylights, and selective rehabilitation of deteriorated features. These 
changes have been undertaken while preserving the overall form, massing, roof 
configuration, principal elevations, original wood windows, carved entry frieze, rear view 
balcony, attached garage, historic landscape features, original floor plan, and significant 
interior architectural elements. 
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More recent rehabilitation has emphasized the retention of historic materials and 
compatibility with Westcott’s original design. Original cedar shake siding remains 
throughout the historic portions of the residence, while the exterior materials associated 
with the kitchen expansion were carefully matched through the use of custom-milled 
cedar shakes replicating the original scale and appearance. Replacement elements have 
been guided by surviving architectural evidence, allowing necessary updates to maintain 
visual and material continuity with the historic design. Landscape preservation efforts 
have similarly retained significant site features, including historic terraces, concrete 
landscape elements, mature vegetation, and the rock garden developed during the 
Countryman ownership. 

The residence continues to convey the qualities that establish its architectural 
significance. Its exterior composition, interior organization, decorative detailing, material 
palette, and relationship to the surrounding landscape remain clearly legible, allowing the 
property to express Frederick E. Westcott’s design intent and the architectural ideals 
associated with Spokane’s late-1920s Period Revival movement. 

Nearly a century after its construction, 1215 East Nineteenth Avenue remains an 
important surviving example of an architect-designed English Cottage-inspired Period 
Revival residence in Spokane. Its documented association with Frederick E. Westcott, 
high degree of historic integrity, and cohesive relationship between architecture and 
landscape demonstrate the qualities that distinguish it as a significant resource worthy of 
designation on the Spokane Register of Historic Places under Category C (Architecture). 

Historic Context 

During the early twentieth century, Spokane emerged as the commercial, financial, and 
cultural center of the Inland Northwest, fueling sustained residential growth. By the 
1920s, Spokane’s South Hill had become one of the city’s most desirable residential 
areas. Its elevated setting, tree-lined streets, spacious lots, and convenient access to 
downtown attracted physicians, business owners, and other professionals seeking homes 
that reflected contemporary living standards while drawing from established architectural 
traditions. 

Residential construction during this period reflected the national popularity of the Period 
Revival movement. Rather than emphasizing the formal symmetry of earlier Classical 
Revival styles, architects looked to English, Tudor, Colonial, Spanish, and other 
European precedents, adapting them to modern family life. These residences combined 
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updated floor plans and modern conveniences with natural materials, individualized 
design, and carefully planned relationships between architecture and landscape. 

The English Cottage-inspired mode of the Period Revival movement became a distinctive 
part of Spokane’s residential architecture during the 1920s. Drawing upon English 
vernacular precedents, these residences were characterized by asymmetrical massing, 
steeply pitched roof forms, textured exterior materials, handcrafted detailing, and 
picturesque compositions. Gardens, terraces, and outdoor living spaces were often 
integrated into the overall design, while Storybook influences contributed romantic 
forms, irregular rooflines, and whimsical detailing. 

The Westcott Model Home exemplifies this architectural tradition through its thoughtful 
composition, natural materials, carefully integrated relationship to the landscape, and 
high degree of historic integrity. It reflects the architectural ideals that shaped Spokane’s 
South Hill during one of the city’s most significant periods of residential development. 

Construction History 

Construction of the house at 1215 East Nineteenth Avenue began in 1928 during a period 
of continued residential expansion on Spokane's South Hill. Developed by Modern 
Homes & Finance, Inc., the project was one of the company's architect-designed 
residences intended to appeal to Spokane's growing professional and business 
community. The house was designed by Spokane architect Frederick E. Westcott, whose 
involvement is documented through contemporary newspaper accounts and reflects the 
increasing demand for distinctive architect-designed homes during the late 1920s. 

The earliest documentation of construction 
is provided by Spokane Department of 
Public Works, Building Division Permit 
No. 33013. Issued on October 5, 1928, the 
permit identifies the property as E1215 
Nineteenth Avenue, lists Modern Homes & 
Finance, Inc. as the owner, and records 
construction of a new residence with an 
estimated value of $9,000. The permit 
establishes the construction date and 
identifies Modern Homes & Finance, Inc. 
as the original developer. 
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Additional documentation of the project appears in a 
Spokesman-Review article published on November 9, 1928, 
titled "East Seventeenth Popular-Modern Homes Builds 
Four Houses on Avenue." Although the headline references 
East Seventeenth Avenue, the article discusses several 
residences being constructed by Modern Homes & Finance, 
Inc., including the house at E1215 Nineteenth Avenue. The 
article identifies Frederick E. Westcott as the architect 
responsible for the plans and provides contemporary 
documentation of the residence's design. It also notes the use 
of "hand-made cedar shakes 37 inches long" on both the 
walls and roof, providing evidence of the importance placed 
on natural materials and carefully executed construction. 

By the spring of 1931, the house had 
been completed and was purchased by Dr. Clyde W. Countryman and 
his wife, Emma Jane Countryman, for $14,000. A Spokesman-Review 
article published on May 3, 1931, titled "Dr. Countryman Purchases 
Home," described the property as a "new English type home" 
constructed by Modern Homes & Finance, Inc. and purchased 
through the office of F. S. Barrett & Co. The article provides a 
detailed description of the completed property, including cedar shake 
siding and roofing, rough-finished cedar shakes approximately one 
inch thick at the butt, shutters, rough-hewn framing members, and a 
rear "view balcony" overlooking the landscaped grounds. 

The same article documents several interior and site features 
associated with the original design, including three bedrooms, a 
primary bedroom with built-in wardrobes, a cedar chest, and a private 
tiled bath. It also describes a full basement containing a finished den 
with a fireplace and an attached two-car garage. The article further 
notes that the Countrymans planned to acquire an additional 30 feet of 
land and continue developing the surrounding landscape, providing 
early documentation of the property's evolution as an integrated 
architectural and landscape composition. 

The architectural character documented in these contemporary accounts is further 
supported by a 1950 photograph in the collections of the Northwest Museum of Arts and 
Culture (Photo ID L87-1.65259-50). Although the photograph primarily depicts the 
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neighboring residence, it captures a partial view of the west elevation of 1215 East 
Nineteenth Avenue, documenting the original roof profile and showing the house with a 
light-colored painted exterior consistent with descriptions published during its 
construction. The image provides valuable visual documentation of the property prior to 
later roof replacement and confirms the continuity of several significant exterior 
characteristics. 

Together, the building permit, newspaper accounts, and historic photograph establish the 
construction history of 1215 East Nineteenth Avenue as a carefully planned late-1920s 
residence developed by Modern Homes & Finance, Inc. and designed by Frederick E. 
Westcott. Although the property has undergone limited alterations associated with 
continued residential use, including a modest kitchen expansion, updated mechanical 
systems, and later roof replacement, these changes have not substantially altered its 
historic form, materials, workmanship, or architectural character. The property continues 
to retain the defining features documented in early sources and remains strongly 
connected to its original period of construction. 

Architect: Frederick E. Westcott 

The house at 1215 East Nineteenth Avenue is a documented work of Spokane architect 
Frederick E. Westcott (1888–1946), an important figure in the architectural development 
of Spokane during the first half of the twentieth century. At the time of his death in 1946, 
the Spokane Daily Chronicle described Westcott as "one of Spokane's best-known 
architects," recognizing a career that spanned more than three decades and included 
residential, commercial, educational, and civic commissions throughout Spokane and the 
Inland Northwest. His work reflects the evolution of Spokane architecture from the 
Craftsman era through the mature Period Revival movement and contributed to the 
character of many of the city's neighborhoods. 

Westcott received his early architectural training within Spokane's established design 
community, working as a draftsman and designer for the firms of Cutter & Malmgren and 
Albert Held. These experiences provided him with practical knowledge of architectural 
planning, construction methods, and detailing while connecting him with two of 
Spokane's most influential architectural offices. In 1912, he formed a partnership with 
architect W. W. Hyslop, establishing the firm Hyslop & Westcott. During this period, the 
firm designed residential and commercial buildings and published The Inland Empire 
Architect, a professional journal that promoted contemporary architectural ideas, quality 
design, and skilled construction throughout the region. 
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Following Hyslop's death in 1917, Westcott continued his independent practice, with a 
brief partnership with Spokane architect Howard L. Gifford from 1921 to 1924. Over the 
course of his career, he designed a wide range of buildings, including schools, theaters, 
commercial buildings, civic structures, and residences. His Spokane commissions 
included the Washington Trust Building, Moose Temple, Hillyard High School, Hartline 
High School, Whitehead's Dancing Palace, Old Garden Dance Hall, and the Ritz Theatre, 
demonstrating the breadth of his practice and his influence on the city's built 
environment. 

Westcott's residential commissions illustrate his ability to work within a variety of 
architectural traditions while maintaining a consistent emphasis on thoughtful planning, 
natural materials, skilled workmanship, and the relationship between buildings and their 
sites. His houses, including the Codd House, 529 W. Sumner (1916), J. L. Cooper House, 
1729 S. Upper Terrace Drive (1930, SRHP), and Senator Clarence and Mabel Dill House, 
708 W. Cliff Drive ("Cliff Aerie") (1940, SRHP), demonstrate his versatility and his 
response to changing architectural preferences during the early twentieth century. 

Throughout his residential practice, Westcott drew upon Arts and Crafts, Tudor Revival, 
English Cottage, and other Period Revival traditions. His designs avoided standardized 
solutions in favor of individualized compositions that emphasized informal massing, 
high-quality materials, handcrafted details, and carefully considered relationships 
between architecture and landscape. These characteristics became hallmarks of his 
residential work during the 1920s, when Spokane's growing professional community 
increasingly sought distinctive architect-designed homes. 

Retaining a high degree of historic integrity, 1215 East Nineteenth Avenue clearly 
conveys the design principles that characterized Westcott's residential work during the 
late 1920s and remains an important example of his contribution to Spokane's 
architectural legacy. 

Ownership History and Historical Associations 

The ownership history of the residence reflects the continued importance of the property 
as an architect-designed residence within Spokane’s South Hill neighborhood. Since its 
construction in 1928, the residence has remained in single-family residential use and has 
been associated with members of Spokane’s professional, medical, and business 
communities. The stewardship of successive owners has contributed to the preservation 
of the property’s architectural features, landscape elements, and historic setting. 
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Countryman Family Ownership (1931–1952) 

Dr. Clyde Wallace Countryman and his wife, Emma Jane Countryman, were the first 
documented owners and occupants of the residence, purchasing the property in 1931. Dr. 
Countryman was a Spokane physician and surgeon who established his medical practice 

in the city and was active in local civic and 
professional affairs. He served as surgeon for the 
Spokane Police Department and participated in the 
ownership group of the Spokane Indians baseball 
organization. 

During World War II, Dr. Countryman returned to 
military service with the United States Army Air 
Forces and attained the rank of lieutenant colonel. He 
was killed in an aircraft crash in 1945 while serving on 
active duty. Emma Jane Countryman continued to 
reside at the property into the early 1950s and oversaw 
the continued development of its landscaped grounds. 

Later Ownership 

Following the Countryman ownership, the home 
continued to be associated with members of Spokane’s 
professional and business communities. Edward A. and 
Roberta D. Coon owned the property from 
approximately 1952 through 1971. City directory 

records identify Edward Coon as a vice president and regional manager with Seattle-First 
National Bank. 

Thomas G. and Jane Herion owned the property from approximately 1971 through 1988. 
Thomas Herion’s association with Potlatch Corporation reflects the continued connection 
between the residence and Spokane’s business community during the late twentieth 
century. 

Subsequent ownership included Larry and Cynthia Crane, Jeffrey D. Levitch, and later 
ownership transfers among family members and limited liability entities before 
acquisition by Michael and Emily Jasiak and subsequently by the current owners, Daryl 
and Meghan Ridgely. 
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During the later twentieth and early twenty-first centuries, the residence underwent 
alterations associated with continued residential use and modernization. Although some 
changes occurred without a primary preservation objective, these alterations did not 
substantially diminish the property’s overall historic character. More recent stewardship 
has emphasized retention of original materials, repair of significant features, restoration 
where sufficient documentation exists, and compatibility between necessary updates and 
the historic design of the residence. 

The current owners continue the tradition of stewardship established by earlier occupants 
through the preservation of the residence’s architectural features, interior spaces, and 
landscape elements. Their work has focused on repairing original materials, recreating 
missing or deteriorated features where documentation exists, and maintaining the 
property as a functioning single-family residence. 

Throughout nearly a century of continuous residential use, 1215 East Nineteenth Avenue 
has remained a distinctive architect-designed residence within Spokane’s South Hill 
neighborhood. While the property’s primary significance derives from its design by 
Frederick E. Westcott and its embodiment of late-1920s English Cottage-inspired Period 
Revival architecture, the history of its occupants, particularly the Countryman family, and 
the continued care provided by successive owners contribute to the broader historical 
understanding of the property.
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