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original stateliness of the building. Both the new Western Union Life (1924) and the
Civic Building (1931) were in the scale and flavor of the older buildings.

The thirty year period of growth maintained a remarkable record of outstanding archi-
tectural achievement unequaled in Spokane, or any western city. While several sections
of the city have high architectural standards there are no portions that have such
uniform excellence. That achievement must in part be layed at the hands of the ar-
chitects of the various structures. From Kirtland Cutter, fellow of the American
Institute of Architects, designer of the Spokane Club, to Harold Whitehouse, also a fel-
low of the AIA, designer of the Civic Building, the architects have been the finest

in the Inland Empire. Preusse and Zittel, who designed Our Lady of Lourdes and the
Carnégie Library, also created the Jamison Building, Gonzaga University buildings, and
many of the state public buildings (during Zittel's term as state architect). Loren
Rand and J.K. Dow, architects of the original Masonic Temple included numerous residen-
ces and city buildings; most significant of these is the August Paulsen Building, the
city's first skyscraper designed by Dow in 1909. G.A. Pehrson besides designing the
Western Union Life building was responsible for the Hanford Atomic Works buildings,

the Chronicle Building, and Flowerfield, home of L.M. Davenport. Cutter, the city's
most prominent architect of the turn of the century was creator of four Spokane
Spokane homes on the National Register (Glover House, Campbell House, Strahorn Pines,
and the Clark Mansion), as well as the Davenport Hotel (National Register, 1975),

and other sites outside Spokane. Harold Whitehouse and Ernest Price, designers of

the Civic Building, were architects for several hundred churches and schools in the
Pacific Northwest; one of their outstanding achievements is the Hutton Settlement,

a National Register nominee. Albert Held, architect for the San Marco Apartments,

was responsible for some of the finest homes in Spokane, including the James Clark
Mansion, as well as some interesting office buildings (the most unique of which is

the Hyde Building Annex). The combined achievement of .the architects of the Riverside
District is a barometer of the total quality of the area's buildings.

Spokane has been, and is, a socially oriented city. Among the first activities of

its founders, was to institute proceedings for charters in Spokane of numerous groups
from the Masons to the G.A.R. While some of these groups diminished in importance by
the 20th century, others became more prominent over the years. Those which were for-

tunate enough to locate in the Riverside district have generally been active in modern
Spokane 1life. _

The Spokane (City) Club was the first formal social organization in the city. Founded
prior to the granting of charters by other men's groups, the Spokane Club came to

be the most prestigious of the city clubs. Its club building at the turn of the century,
the Metals Building, is still a Spokane landmark. After a fire damaged the upper portion
of the Metals Building, the group decided to move down Riverside, to a more central
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the Diocese of Spokane was created in 1913. Forerunner of the many large Spokane
churches, it had a number of unusual features, including, among the first wheel
windows in the area. Undoubtedly the most striking church in Spokane until the
1920's, it is a city landmark, visible from many downtown locations.

The Rectory was constructed shortly after the Cathedral. 'A simple building it is
neither ornate nor large. However the materials used in construction, from marble
risers in the stairs to the leading in the glass, make it a worthy member of the
Riverside district. The convent on the west end of the block was added in 1951.
in a red brick which blends with the Spokane Club and Cathderal.

The Diocesan Chancery, formerly the Western Union Life Building, is the present
administrative headquarters for the Bishop of Spokane as well as his residence.
The Western Union Life Company was a Spokane firm founded shortly after the turn
of the century by R. Lewis Rutter, Spokane banker. The company was worth an
estimated $100,000,000 when it was sold to Sun Life of Canada in 1928. The
building was used by numerous insurance firms until it was purchased by the
Catholic Diocese in the 1960's. Perhaps, because it was built by a Spokane
based firm, the building was designed to match the dignity of the surrounding
structures.

With nothing funereal about its design, Smith's elaborate facade had much more
the appearance of its second fundtion, an apartment house, the Rochester. Smith's
Funeral Home is the oldest continuously operating mortuary in the city. By a
decade after the turn of the century, the Smith family, was able to finance the
French Renaissance structure. It was designed to house the mortuary and
apartments. Its polished terra cotta has a sophisticated and European air that

continues the cosmopolitan flavor of the Riverside District.

The elegance of apartments like the Rochester is repeated in one other primary
structure, the San Marco Apartments. The San Marco was perhaps the finest Tuxury
apartment house in the city in 1910. Its touches of elegance include the drive-
way that bears a sign warning entrants to hold their horses to a walk. The
opulence of the district is slightly faded; Cadillacs never seem as luxurious

as horse drawn landaulets. Surrounding the triangle of the San Marco and its
central courtyard, are apartments which were originally luxurious and prestigious;
in recent times their status has dimmed but they retain the vestiges of their
former atmosphere. -

Public buildings on the Riverside Avenue District include the Civic Building and

the Carnigie Library. The Carnégie Library was om funds donated by
Carn¢g1e.and from land donated by Spokane pion€er A. M. Cannon Designed to be
awe-inspiring, thg effect is most marked, when 3 ¥ -the foot of the collosal
columns to each side of the entrance. Discontinued from library use in the late °
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1950's, it is presently the Intercollegiate Center for Nursing, a joint university
and hospital project for the training of nurses.

The second public building along the district is the last of the primary structures,
the Civic Building. The Chamber of Commerce had existed in Spokane since 1890
but reached its peak of activity in the 1920's. Occupying many buildings during
its history, from the Hutton to Metals Buildings, the Spokane Chamber of Commerce,
undertook the construction of the new building at a time when the majority of

the nation was reeling under the impact of the Depression. The building was in
the height of Art-Deco motif. Unfortunately, most of this has been obscured
since the 1930's. When remodeled in the late 1960's the cost, $250,000, was

two and one half times the cost of original construction. While less ornate and
on a smaller scale than the remainder of the buildings the Civic Building becomes
increasingly intriguing when details are noted.

The district is welded together by many interlocking aspects; architecutal quality,
stateliness, cosmopolitan air, and certainly by a sense of history. This is
readily apparent in the Monaghan and Spanish-American War Monuments. The Monaghan
Monument, on Monroe; honors Ensign John Robert Monaghan, born 1873, at Chewelah,
Washington. Monaghan was the first Washington state student to attend Annapolis,
and in 1899, became the first Washington resident to die for his country. Killed
in Apia, Samoa in an attempt to rescue his superior officer from violence following
the interference of the great powers in Samoan affairs, Monaghan"s death met with
wide spread attention. The Monument was publically subscribed for erection in
1906. The smaller Monument is located on the western edge of the district honors
the dead of the Spanish American War, and the China Relief (for the Boxer
Rebellion). -

The Riverside District encompasses a number of different facets in its brief
span. From the rise of Clubs and lodges in Spokane's early years to the historic
commercial dignity of Smith's and rival apartment houses, the public spirit

and community interest of the city are represented in each of the structures.

Photogenically cosmopolitan, the Riverside Avenue District is the favorite

Tocation of style shows, and promotional activities. However the districts
architectural beauty and dignity are only surface relections of the community
spirit and striving for excellence that made it possible for a city to create

over 30 years time one of the most harmonious, yet diverse, architectural e
districts in the Northwest.
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