Design Review Committee Report
619 S Cedar Multifamily Project

The Design Review Committee met onsite on 12/4/2025 to assess the location of the project proposal and review the context of the immediate surroundings. 

Discussion items:

Context compatibility:
1. Committee agrees that there are a variety of architectural types, styles and scales immediately surrounding the subject property. Observations about the scale and massing of the proposed building included the following:
a. The building should feel as “residential” as possible and ways to accomplish that could include a variety of small changes, such as:
i. Adding a feature such as a flat awning or pergola at the front of the building to give the feeling of a front porch and at the same time, break up the bulk of the façade and provide more visual interest. Awnings could cover both the porch on the south side and the ADA ramp to the north. Example of front porch from project submission:
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ii. A projecting central entrance canopy would help define the space.
iii. Consider breaking up the façade with a more prominent bellyband at the 2nd floor level – color of the paint could change the bulk of the building above and below the band.
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iv. Adding a more prominent cornice at the 3rd level with a deep eave would better reflect detailing from surrounding properties while still maintaining a contemporary feel. Examples pulled from project submission:
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v. Consider a pergola or another flat awning roof at the 4th level for the outdoor space to remove the asymmetry of the recessed space at that level.
vi. Changing the color of the building to recede into the background more. Colors such as deeper greens or other earth tones (historic colors are good!) and avoiding white or light colors would help to diminish the massing of the building.
vii. The committee appreciates the use of the lap siding on the bulk of the building, but a shingle siding rather than the cement board will help the building maintain a stronger residential feel. Example from 29th Avenue Apartment building (717 E 29th):
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