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1. Name of Property

Iustonc name KNIGHT HOUSE

street & number
CIty or town
vtcnuty
state
code
county
code
ZIp code

1715 North West Point Road
Spokane

Waslungton
WA
Spokane
063
99203

3. StatelFederai Agem:y CerdncatioD

As the designated authonty under the Nauonal Hlslone Preservation Act, as amended. I hereby eerufy that thrs ..1L- nommenon __ request
for determmauon ot ehgrbihty meets the documemauon standards for registering properties m the Nauonal Register of Histone Places and
meets the procedural and professional requirements set ronh m 36 CFR Pan 60 In my opuuon, the propeny ....K..- meets __ does not meet
the Nauonal Reglsler Cntena I recommend thai thrs propeny be considered slgmficant_ nauonally _ statewide X-Iocally (_ See

conun~ addlUu?mems) rLLO/1

~ ~ virrrv /0//5/29

State or Federal Agency Cernflcanon

In my opimon, the property __ meets __ does not meet the National Register cntena <-See contmuauon sheet for
addinonal comments)

SIgnature ot commenting or other official and title Date
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4. National Park 8el"\lJeeCertifkatlon
I hereby certify that this property IS
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__ entered m the Nanonal Register
__ see contmuanon sheet
__ determmed ehgible for the Nanonal Register
__ see connnuanon sheet
__ detenmned Nor eligible for the Nanonal Register
__ removed from the Nanonal Register
__ other with explanation

S. CJalSlneatloD
Ownership of Property Category of Property

!-buJldmg(s)
_ distnct
~Ite
_structure
_object

~nvate
_ public-local
_ public-State
_ pubhc-Federal

Name of related mulnple property hsnng
(Enter "N/A" If propeny IS nOI pan of a muluple hsung)

N/A

Signature of Keeper Date of Aenon

, ,
Number of Resources Wlthm Property

Contnbutmg
_1 _

Non-Contnbutmg
_bulldmg
_SiteS
_structures
_objects
_TorAL NUMBER_1-

Number of contnbunng resources previously hsted
m the Nanonal Register?

o

Ii. Function or Use (Eoter eategories from lostruetlons)
Histone Funcnons

category DOMESTIC subcategory SINGLE DWELLING

Current Functions
category DOMESTIC subcategory SINGLE DWELLING

7. Description (EAter auegories hom IostroEtIODS)
Architectural Classification LATE 19th and EARLY 20th CENTURY AMERICAN MOVEMENTS - eclectic

Matenals
foundation
root
walls

STONE (basalt)
ASPHALT (composmon shmgles)
BRICK and WOOD (shingles)

Narranve Descnpnon
(Descnbe the lustonc and current condiuon of the propeny on one or more coeuneanon sheets)
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8. Statement of SignifieaDce (hter eateJlerles from iJlstnedoD.)
Apphcable National Register Cntena (Mark "x" Inone or moreboxesfor cntena quahfymgthe propertyfor NanonalRegisterhsung)

A Property ISassociated With events that have made a sigmficant contnbunon to the broad patterns of our
hrstory

__ B Property ISassociated With the hves of persons sigmflcant m our past.
L..- C Property embodies the distinctive charactensncs of a type. penod, or method of construcnon or

represents the work of a master, or possesses Iugb arnsnc values, or represents a srgmficant and
distmguishable entity whose components lack individual distinction

D Property has yielded. or IShkely to yield mformanon Important in prehistory or history

Cntena Considerations (Mark 'X' In all the boxes thatapply)
Property IS

A owned by a religious msntunon or used for religious purposes
B removed from Its ongmal locaaon

__ C a birthplace or a grave.
D acemetery

__ E a reconstructed buildmg, object. or structure
F a commemorative property.

__ G less than 50 years of age or achieved srgmflcance within the past 50 years.

Areas of Srgmflcance
Penod of Sigmficance
Sigmficant Dates
Cultural Affiliation
ArclutectlBuJlder

ARCHITECTURE
1910
1910

KIRTLAND KELSEY CurTER, arclutect

Narrative Statement of Sigmflcance
(Explainthe sigmflcanee of the propertyon one or morecontinuationsheets)

9. Major Bibliographical References
Brbhography
(Cue the books. arncles,and other sourcesused In prepanngIhlsformon one or moreconunuanonsheets)

PreVIOUSdocumentanon on file (NPS)
_ prehmmary determmanon of mdrvidual hstmg (36 CFR 67) has been requested
_ previously listed m the Nanonal Register
_ previously determmed eligible by the Nanonal Register
_ desrgnated a Nanonal Histone Landmark
_ recorded by Histone Amencan Buildings Survey # _
_ recorded by Histone American Engmeenng Record # _

Pnmary location of Additional Data
_ State Histone Preservation Office
_ Federal agency
_ University

_Other State agency
.1L-Local government (Spokane City/County HPO Office)
_Other

Name of repository Spokane City/County Histone Preservation Office
City Hall, Spokane, WA 99201
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18. Geegrapbieal Data
Acreage of Property

UTM References

Less than one (I) acre

zone 011 easnng 466620 northing 5279993

Verbal Boundary Descnpnon Lot 2, Block 8, and a poruon of Government Lot 4, Pettet
Tract

Boundary Justification Nominated property Includes the entire parcel and urban
legal descnpnon winch contains the Knight House.

Parcel Number 25123.1302

U. Form Prepared By
namelntle
orgamzanonltltle
street & number
City or town
state
ZIpcode
telephone
email
date

Lmda Yeomans
Consultant
501 West 27th Avenue
Spokane
WA
99203
509456-3828
Iyeomans@uswest net
10 October 1999

Additional Documentation
Continuation sheets
USGS map (7 5 or 15 minute senes) mdicanng the property's location
Nineteen (19) black and white photographs of property and site
Sixteen (16) color shdes of property and site

Property Owner
name
street & number
City or town
state
ZIpcode
telephone number

Gerald and Carol Santantomo
1715 North West Point Road
Spokane
Washington
99201
(509) 325-5129

Papem ark Reducuon Act ~talCmcnl ibis Information IS belDg collcelcd Cor appllcallons to the NaaonaJ Reglsler of HlslOnc Places 10 nollllllale Fpenle5 Cor 11511111or
delCmuDC chSlbliny for hsang 101151:propenJes and to amend CUllID! hsoop Response to ibis reqursiis rrqwred to obtaln a benefit 10 accordance \\llb die Naaoaal Histone
Prcscl'\abon Act as amended (16 USC -170 et seq )
Esbmalcd Burden Slalement PubliC reponing burden for lJus fonn 15estimated to average 18 I hours per respousc IDclucbng the bme for rcvlc\\lD! IDSDUCDons galhenDg and
nuunlalmng data and complcung and revlc\\lDg the Conn Direct comments regardmg this burden esumae or any aspect of lIDs fonn 10 lhe Clud'. AdnuDISlJallye Services
DlY'SI" Nanonal Parte Sc:""ce PO Ilo< 37127 Waslllng,on DC 20013-7127 and the Office of Managemen, and Budge' PapeNo'k RedllC1lon. ProJec, (1024-0018),
WaslllnglOn DC 2l)j()J
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Narrative Description
Summary Statement
The Edwm Kmght House IS one of Spokane's best examples of eclecnc style arcIutecture Constructed 10 1910, the
Knight House ISlocated on two lots 10 a neighborhood charaetenzed by a steeply wooded, rocky bluff that overlooks the
Spokane River and a dense evergreen forest The neighborhood IS marked by tree-lined streets and large lots With an
eeleenc rmx of residennal homes bwlt from the late 1880s to the 1970s The Kmght House reveals forms and details
borrowed from the Pnune School, Colonial Revival style and Craftsman style, and IS disnnguished by a unusual hipped
roof hne that sweeps up over the curve of a centrally placed, second-floor wmdow. The Irregular roof line rmrmcs the
undulating curvature of the ground, and IS remnuscent of English thatch-roofed cottages or country summer estates
popular dunng the 19th-eentury English Arts and Crafts penod. Immaculately mamtamed, the well-preserved Kmght
House retains excellent extenor and mtenor mtegnty and displays supenor craftsmanship

1997 • Current Appearance and Condition
Exienor
The Knight House fronts onto West Pomt Road at house number 1715 and IS set behmd a spacious cultivated lawn that
slopes slightly toward the street The Irregularly shaped property measures 123 feet Wide and extends nearly 200 feet to
the bluff's edge, and another 250 feet down an embankment to the Spokane RIver Facing west, the lot commands an
unmterrupted panorarmc view Residennal homes border the Knight House to the north and south

The Knight House features a Simple rectangular footprint of formal massing that measures 54 feet Wide and 44 feet deep
The house nses two-and-one-half stones and holds over 4000 square feet of mtenor hvmg space. The balloon-framed
home IS supported by a stone foundation made of native basalt and IS capped by a shallow-pitched hlp roof covered 10
composrnon shingles Four hipped-roof dormers project from the roof slope-two from the east roof slope and lWO from
the west slope A massive bnck chimney contammg two fireplace flues and one furnace flue nses from the south roof
slope Unenclosed Widely overhanging bracketed eaves show a Craftsman style influence and shade the house.
Emphaslzmg honzontalny, the home's exterior ISclad 10 a double layer of spin-cedar shingles on the upper-level and red
pressed-bnck on the lower-level and IS separated by a Wide band, or belt course The Knight House features a
symmemcally designed east facade With a conspicuous, centrally placed, recessed front entry A small pergola projects
from the entry at the junction of the first and second floors and IS supported by four, evenly spaced Tuscan pillars A
large, arched, mulnpaned, tnpartlte wmdow marks the center of the facade at the second floor above the recessed entry
A focal pomt of the home's facade, the arched wmdow ISdistinguished by an undulating curve produced by the roof line
as n sweeps up and over the top of the wmdow The roof line's eyebrow curvature echoes the wmdow's arch, thus
softening the stnct symmetry of the facade

The five-ranked upper-level east facade features symmemcally placed single, paired, and tripartite four-over-four muln-
paned casement wmdows flanked by wood-paneled shutters Wmdow boxes project out from below three of the
wmdow groups and are supported by plain brackets Lower-level facade fenestration consists or four smgle and two
mparnte multi paned-paned casement umts Upper-level fenestration on the north, south, and west elevanons features
mulupaned-paned four-over-four double-hung wood sash wmdows The home's south elevation IS distinguished by and
supports an attached carport space enclosed wnlun lattice-work walls The flat roof of the carport forms a deck With a
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cut-work balustrade A large segmentally arched mulnpaned-paned leaded-glass wmdow embelbshed WIth randomly
placed stained glass bghts Iughbghts the ground-level of the south elevanon The rear west elevanon IS dommated by a
full-width, enclosed porch WIth single "picture wmdow" glazmg and projecnng decoranve rafter tails The north elevenon
of the house features stairs leadmg to a basement entry A smgle-story double-car garage IS attached to the house at the
north elevanon, and the garage's flat roof ISsurrounded by a cut-work balustrade

Imenor
A glazed and paneled front door opens to a SpaCIOUSfoyer/entry haIl and open stairwell that leads up to the upper level.
An arched tnparbte casement wmdow lights the stairwell and upper hall A plam balustrade IS embelbshed WIth
decoranve cut-work featunng a stylized, long-stemmed tulip and IS anchored by newel posts crowned WIth acom-bke
carvings In addmon to the mtenor stairway, the cut-work tulip mob! IS repeated 10 the home's extenor deck balustrades.
The large entry haIl leads to Irving and dmmg rooms to the west. a study to the south, and kitchen to the north. The study
ceihng ISembellished With boxed beams, and the walls feature a decoranve wood-paneled fneze WIth cut-outs depicnng
crosses A fireplace IS dJsnngwshed by a rough-textured bnck face and decoranve nles, A bracketed mantel projects
from above a shallow firebox designed to bum coal. Built-in bookcases flank a wmdow and hne the south wall OngmaI
wall sconces made of wrought-Iron bases and hide-covered shades hght the mantel A wrought-Iron and brass-fibgreed
chandeher hangs from the ceihng 10 the center of the room and IS thought to be the ongmaI fixture The hvmg room IS
dommated by a large fireplace WItha bracketed mantel and green ceramic nle The dmmg room features board-and-batten
wamscot and paneled pocket doors The woodwork 10 the foyer, upstairs hall. study, hvmg and dmmg rooms IS fimshed
10 dark-stained fir, and the floors (except for the upstairs haIl) are made of tongue-and-groove, quarter-sawn oak planks.
The kitchen and pantry floor are covered With planks of fimshed fir. and the cupboards are protected With glazed doors
The kitchen's pine woodwork and cupboards are painted white The enclosed rear porch ISaccessible from the hvmg and
dmmg rooms and the kitchen The upstairs hall features a senes of bwlt-m Imen cupboards and leads to four bedrooms.
two bathrooms, and a narrow stairwell designed for use by domesnc help Ceilmg heights on the first-floor measure mne
feet while the second-story and basement ceihngs measure eight feet The basement holds furnace and storage rooms, a
vegetable and fruit pantry, laundry and lavatory space and a brlhard room The ongmal porcelain-clad, cast-Iron pedestal
laundry sink with double basms connnues to serve the laundry room The unfinished pornon of the basement reveals
true-cut, two-inch by ten-inch floor JOIStSand unusual coal chutes made from discarded 011drums

1910-1997 - Original Appearance and Subsequent Alterations
Extenor
The Kmght House was bUilt 10 1910 without the attached smgle-story garage on the north elevanon, or the south-
elevanon carport extension The garage space was ongmally deSigned and budt as a kitchen-garden enclosed by a bnck
wall WIth lalbced opemngs. The wall height exceeded mne feet and rose to the begmmng of the home's second floor In
1916. the kitchen-garden space and bnck walls were redeSIgned and rebUilt to accommodate a smgle-car garage The
lalbced openmgs were enclosed and Mx-over-SIX mulnpaned-paned double-hung wood sash wmdows were mstalled.
Two large glazed-and-paneled g.trclge doors with wrought-Iron hmges opened mto the garage from the east facade
elevanon A flat roof with proJecnng decorative rafter tails capped the garage unit The garage doors were replaced by a
smgle foldmg door 10 the 19305 producmg a larger openmg for two cars The rear porch, supported by a poured concrete
floor, was ongmally deSIgned as an open pergola With exposed beams and decoranve rafter tads Two massIVe square
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columns clad m bnck anchor the porch frame at the northwest and southwest comers. The pergola IS further supported
by three wood Tuscan columns that match columns at the east facade entry The porch was enclosed With SIngle-paned
wmdows, shdlDg glass doors, and a roof deck m the 1950s Balustrades were added to the porch, garage and carport
decks m 1993. Ongmal facade casement windows were replaced by single-paned "picture wmdows" that ht the study,
kitchen, and upper-level bedrooms m the 19508 Restoration of the home's extenor began m 1993, and extenor shutters
and wmdows matclung the ongmal mulbpaned wood casement umts were custom-made and installed A new
composmon roof was laid, and the house was repainted m 1994

lmenor
The wall separatmg the rear porch from the butler's pantry ongmally held a wmdow When the porch was enclosed, the
wmdow was replaced by an entryway. Altered In 1953, the kitchen and butler's pantry underwent a complete restoranon
m 1994 m keeping With the architect's rendenngs and floor plans from 1910 Using the ongmal pantry cabinets as a
guide, new kitchen cupboards were bwlt and installed The floor was slopped to the ongmal fir planks and reflmshed
The clrca-191O servants' kitchen call box--the "Echpse" made by the Washmgton fJectnc Supply Company of Spokane--
was refimshed With forethought to hghtmg requirements, a first-floor wmdow tn the recessed front entry was ongmally
designed to hght the basement hall from an opening m the first-floor In addmon, a small wmdow located on the upper-
level facade ongmally ht the stairwell located m the foyer In the 1930s, both wmdows were sealed from the inside, but
left VISibleon the exterior Also altered m the 1930s, the ongmal south-wall hvmg room wmdow was replaced by a
larger segmentally arched wmdow With leaded glass panes When ongmally constructed, the hvmg room fireplace and
hearth were faced With mane-flmshed golden-brown ceranuc tiles typical of the Craftsman Style In 1993, the ongmal
brown nles were covered with contemporary ceranuc tiles glazed to a muted green--a hue wuhm the range of Craftsman
penod colors The second story of the house ongmally held three bedrooms, a snnng room, and a bedroom designed for
use by domestic help In 1932, the northwest bedroom and adjommg sitnng room were remodeled to serve as a master
bedroom, and the adjacentmtenor bedroom was redesigned to serve as a dressing room and closet area The adjolDlng
bathroom's ongmal porcelam fixtures were retained and a shower enclosure was installed Wall panehng was apphed to
the servant's room and the north bathroom was remodeled In the basement, an extenor entry was constructed from the
brlhard room to the backyard area, and electncal and mechanical systems were upgraded
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Statement of Significance
Summary Statement
Bwlt in 1910, the Edwm Knrght House IS an excellent example of eclectic style arclutecture dlsplaymg a IDIxture of
elements mtluenced by the Enghsh Arts and Crafts Movement, the Amencan Craftsman and Colomal ReViValstyles, and
the Prame School The house was designed by Kntland Kelsey Cutter--Spokane's most renowned arclutect and one of
Waslungton State's most celebrated craftsmen The house was bwlt for Edwm Herbert Kmght, an early Spokane
entrepreneur and busmessman who owned and operated the DIamond Dnll ContracUng Company, one of the first
successful companies m Spokane to manufacture mmmg machmery. ASSOCiatedWith the development of Spokane's
northwest comdor along the bluff overlookmg the Spokane RIver, the Kmght House retains excellent mtegnty, displays
supenor craftsmanship, and bespeaks the creative genius of arclutect Kirtland Cutter ArcIutecturaIly srgmficant, the
Edwm Kmght House ISehgJble for hsung on the NaUonal Register of Histone Places under Cntenon C.

Historical Context
Early Spokane
In 1875, thirty-five years before the Edwm Knight House was built, the nny commuruty called Spokane Falls was httle
more than a trading post, a sawmill and a small cluster of shacks Nestled next to and named for the cascading waterfalls
spilhng forth from the Spokane RIver, the town was also named for the Spokane Indian tnbes who fished along the
nver's banks Denved from the Indian word spokan. which means "children of the sun," the town's named changed to
Spokane m 1891, two years after Washmgton Temtory became a state in 1889 The commumty grew and gamed
recogmnon as a center for rmnmg, lumber, agriculture, and 1'811transport Expenencmg phenomenal growth, Spokane's
populanon tripled from 36,000 m 1900 to over l(lO,OOOby 191o--the year the Edwm Knight House was built

Pettet's Addtuon
In 1885, Wilham Pettet. Spokane pioneer and a founder of the Ellison Bectnc light Company (later called the
Wa~hmgton Water Power Company), purchased acreage m a forested area northwest of the City'S downtown core. The
land extended to a steep bluff commanding an uninterrupted view overlookmg the Spokane RIver Perhaps srgmfymg the
area's most westerly point, the name West Point Road was given to the street laid parallel to the bluffs edge Pettet
platted his acreage along the bluff and called the area Pettet's Addmon Pettet's newly planed panOI'8lD1Cneighborhood
offered oversized lots, a "country estate" kmd of appeal. and sparked an mterest m Spokane homebuilders and wealthy
fanuhes A number of affluent Spokane residents bought land m Pettet's new addmon mmanng a surge of development
to Spokane's northwest neighborhoods An arncle in the September 28, 1887, edmon of the Spokane Falls Review
announced Pettet's Addition, and said "lots along the nver banks have been platted with a view to make them swtable for
the erecnon of fine mansions " The article further stated there IS "no portion of the City m which better and safer
mvestments can be made than in the new addmon " Streets for were laid, pubhc schools were built, and people were
encouraged to move to the area Architects and home builders designed and built homes dep/ctmg a vanety of styles
from grand Tudor ReVival, Queen Anne, md Amencan Foursquare/Prame to smaller vernacular bungalows, and later.
modem ranchers Homes were constructed for a penod of 90 years from the late 1880s to the early 1970s The Edwm
Kroght House was erected m 1910 at the height of early Spokane's most prohfic bulldmg boom and penod of abundant
prospenty Listed m the Unl/ed Slates Census of 1910, reSIdents hvmg m the West Pomt Road neIghborhood were

- -- -- --- --------------------------
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recorded as bankers, msurance agents, merchants and wholesalers as well as a pnnter, a Waslungton Water Power
Company VIcepresident, a cement contractor, a traveling salesman, and a "capitalist" The houses also provided rooms
for servants, nurse maids, butlers, and cooks The well-built Knight House demonstrates the early 2Oth-century desires
of wealthy Spokane farmhes to hve 10 panoranuc Pettet's Addmon, the development of the West Pomt Road-Sumrmt
Boulevard commumty, and ISone of the neighborhood's most unique homes

The Edwm Kmght House
In 1909, only two homes fronted West Pomt Road--the Bleeker House (built 10 1908) and the Maxwell-Pettet House
(called "Glasgow Lodge," built 10 1885) Native pine and fir trees covered the rocky landscape and shaded West Point
Road as It ran parallel to the bluff's crest Nestled among tall trees, the scenic West Point Road neighborhood offered
sublime tranqwlllty and a spectacular view Edwm Kmght purchased a large lot adjacent to Pettet's Glasgow Lodge for
$4000 10 March, 1909 Serving as an early land use control, the warranty deed conveyed the land for residennal
purposes only and stated that buildings shall "be of modem construction, cosnng not less than 55000" It further
prohibited the construction of any "unsightly outbuildings " Kmght hired the arcluteetural firm of Cutter and Malmgren to
design his home, and construction was completed 10 1910 SIX years later, Knight recommissioned Cutter to design a
garage. It was constructed for 5300 and attached to the home's north elevation replacing the kitchen-garden Novel for
Its day, the Knight House garage space was specifically designed for automobile use and IS one of the first attached
garages erected 10 Spokane, The Knight House--wtth Its umque design, park-hke setting, colorful gardens, and
spreading shade trees--was adrmred by Spokane's first park board president and the Spokane Spokesman-Revlew's
home-and-garden columnist Aubrey L White W1ute comphmented the Kmght House 10 a November 28, 1926
newspaper article that says, "The grounds and plantings are excellent" the house IS "unusually well-placed" and IS a
"dehghtful residence" (Spokesman-Review) Edwm Knight's two-story house had become a Spokane showplace

Edwtn H Knight
Edwm Herbert Knight was born 10 Ontano, Canada, lived 10 Chicago, and moved With his Wife Regina to Spokane 10
1896 With engmeenng expertise and financial acumen, Edwin Knight developed one of Spokane's first successful
companies to manufacture dnlhng equipment necessary for mmmg exploration The business was called the Diamond
Dnll Contracting Company-named for Its product and service-end proved to be one of the area's largest manufacturers
of diamond dnlls Knight served as secretary-treasurer for the company while his partner, Fred Stone, was named acting
president During hrs career, Kmght was president of the West Coast Portland Cement Company and Spokane's Farmers
and Mechamcs Bank, director of the Tamarack and Custer Mmmg Company, and a trustee of St Luke's Hospital In
addition to his busmess responsrbihues. Kmght was a philanthropist and was an active member of Tnmty Episcopal
pansh, the Elks Club and LIOns Club Noted for hrs hard work and prcfessionahsrn, Edwm Knight died at age 80 amrdst
business negotiations he was conducting for the Diamond Dnll Contracting Company

Other Owners of the Kmght House
Edwin Kmght sold hrs "country estate" 10 1932 to Spokane physician Otto Ron and hrs Wife Cathenne The Ron's hved
ID the Knight House for eleven years until 1943 when they sold It to Joe dOd Esther Pedlcord Joe Pedlcord owned and
operated the clrca-1891 Pedlcord Hotel at 209-213 West Riverside Named after Joe Pedlcord's pIOneer father, the
Pedlcord Hotel was one of early Spokane's finest hotels and was deSigned by Kirtland Cutter--arcluteet for the Kmght
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House. After three years, the Pedtcords sold the Knight House to Eva and Roy Hathaway, founder of Spokane's
Hathaway Meats In 1951, Gertrude and Wilham Longmeier, an area farmer, purchased the Knight House for S30,OOO
and hved ID It for 22 years unnl Wdham's death ID 1973 Mrs Lengmeier sold the house to Jean and Kenneth Oxneder,
owners of Casey's Restaurant at North 2126 Monroe Street. Jean Oxneder fondly remembers her 20 years residmg 10 the
Knight House and specifically recalls a hair-rarsmg expenence. Wlule hosnng a bndge luncheon one afternoon, Jean and
her startled guests looked out the porch wmdows to see a large bear chmbmg the tree-located a few short feet from where
they were seated I The current owners, Gerald and Carol Santantomo, purchased the property ID 1993 and have worked
extensively to restore and preserve the Knight House Gerald ISa reared exeeunve from Wesnnghouse Broadcasnng, and
Carol owns and manages Kelly-Brady Advernsmg Agency ID Spokane

Architectural Significance
Kirtland Kelsey Cuner
The arcluteetural team of Cutter and Malmgren designed the Edwm Knight House ID 1910. Arcluteetural Iustonan Henry
Matthews explains that whde the architect's partners provided the technical expertise, Kirtland Cutter was the arnst and
designer Cutter partnered With J C Poetz for a short time, and later with Karl Gunnar Malmgren from 1894 to 1917
He then practiced alone untd he left Spokane ID 1923 Kirtland Kelsey Cutter (1860-1939) was born ID OhIO, studied at
the Art Students' League ID New York, and traveled extensively ID Europe where he pursued his educanon ID art and
architecture Cutter moved to Spokane ID 1886 when he was 26 years old He began designing homes shortly before the
devastating Spokane Fire of 1889, but his nse to prominence began after the fire which necessitated a rebulldlDg of nearly
all of downtown Spokane Resultmg SOCialand economic condmons enabled the young architect to unhze his creanve
genius He proved to be one of the most gifted and prolific architects ever to practice ID Spokane and Washington State,
and eventually gamed national acclaim

Inspired by his travels ID Europe and the Far East, and mfluenced by the Stick and Shingle styles of the Eastern Umted
States. Cutter's unique impnnt can be seen ID the homes and buildings he designed From 1887 to 1923, Cuner produced
designs for over 100 Spokane homes and commercial buildings HIS commercial designs In Spokane (alone and with
partners) include the Cushmg Buildmg, Rookery Block, First National Bank, Sherwood Buildmg, Fairmont Cemetery
Chapel, Chronicle Buildmg, Davenport Hotel, Spokane Club, Steam Plant, and the Myrtle Apartments Outside of
Spokane. Cutter rendered designs for Lake McDonald Lodge InGlacier National Park, Montana. and won "best of show"
lor hrs design 01 the Idaho State BUilding pavilion erected at the 1892 World Columbian Exposinon InChicago

Begmmng In 1889, Cutter was commisstoned by early Spokane lawyers. bankers. merchants, entrepreneurs, railroad
barons, and wealthy rnmers to design some 01 the City'S most lavish and opulent estates In addinon to homes of
grandiose proportions, Cutter also designed smaller residences ID Spokane Documentanon reveals that of Cutter's
residennal designs, 69 homes--both large and small--were built In Spokane. but that only 35 of them remain today
(Mal/hews! The 35 remammg Spokane homes designed by Cutter represent various architectural styles embelhshed by
Cutter's personal arnsnc expressIOn and hiS propensity for eclecnc adaptations of tradlDonal elements. Henry Manhews
notes Cuner's approach to arclutectural styles ID late 19th-century and early 2Oth-eentury Spokane, and says,



• •
NPSForm 10 900·.
(866)

OMS No 1024-0018

Umted States Department of the Intenor
National Park Service

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES
CONTINUATION SHEET

Section 8 Page 7 KNIGHT HOUSE
Spokane County, Washington

"LIke many of hIS Amencan comemporanes In thal era of ambition
and emerpnse, Cutter exploited an astomshmg range of styles
and types, drawn from diverse sources andfreely adapted to
meet new expectations and changing patterns of hfe. Today we
can easIly adnut thlJl no single, unified style could express the
values, asptrauons, and desires of a dynamu: and multifaceted
soctety The hsstortctsm In Cutler's archltecture was an Inevitable
response to the life of hIS era."

Ten homes designed by Cutter depict the half-timbered. steep-gabled Tudor Revival style executed m landmark examples
mcludmg the Campbell, Glover-While, F LeWISClark, Jasper, and Humbird homes, and the J P Graves House on
WadukJ Road Three grand estates--the 0 C Corbin and Austin Corbm II Houses located on West Seventh Avenue. and
the Graves-WhIte House located 10 Browne's Addinon-epuonaze the Colomal Revival style Also landmark examples,
the Wakefield and Thomas homes are excellent representations of the MISSIonReVIValstyle The Finch ManSIOnISone of
Spokane's finest examples of the Neoclassical style, and Cutter's own home-Chalet Hohenstem (demohshed)-was an
extraordmary rendition of the SWISSChalet style Punctuated by Cutter's unique adaptation of Islanuc-style influence, the
exotic and pretentious Patsy Clark Mansion IS perhaps Cutter's most flamboyant example of eclectic arclutectural
elements Smaller,less pretentious homes designed by Cutter include the Corbet-Aspray, Malmgren (designed for and
by his partner Karl Malmgren), James Smyth, Sehgman, Anderson, Sengfelder-Bungay, and Lang homes, and the
Edwm Kmght House.

The Edwin Knrght House
Not bound by stylistic parameters, celebrated arclutect Kirtland Cutter commonly adopted a vernacular approach to hrs
architectural designs thereby producmg unique, creative adaptations of arclutecturaI styles Indeed, Cutter's nse to
pronunence resulted from hrs arnsnc explonanon of traditional arclutectural prototypes Cutter used t1us approach 10
1910, with his design for Edwm Knight's Spokane home on West Pomt Road

Compare and Contrast
Exienor
In the context of similar residenual designs rendered by Kirtland Cutter, the Kmght House can first be compared at the
state level to the Hervey Lindley House built m 1908, 10 Seattle, Washmgton Both homes were designed as SImple.
rectangular, two-story boxes covered with low-pitched hipped roofs remimscent of the Arts and Crafts manner of
mternanonally acclaimed Bnnsh architect Charles F A Voysey (Malthews. /998) In contrast, the Hervey L.mdley
House ISclad 10 stucco and IS covered WIth a red tile roof depicting Italian Renaissance style influence while the Knight
House ISclad 10 red pressed bnck on the first floor, cedar shmgles on the second floor, and IScovered With a composinon
roof

In hIS book on Cuner, Henry Matthews compares and contrasts the Knight House to the Larson House 10 Metalme Falls,
Washmgton Although the Larson House IS clad 10 field stones and resembles quaint Enghsh country cottages, Cutter
finds smulannes 10 the Kmght House and the Larson House Matthews points out that "the plam, rectangular [Kmght)
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House with hipped roof and columns flanking the recessed front door ISmore formal than the Larson House, but With Its
shingled upper walls and snnphcny of form, It has much ID common." Both homes wee bwlt dunng the same year 10
1910, and both homes are marked With roof hnes that nunuc the undulanons of the earth and sweep up and over arched
casement wmdows producing a design remuuseent of thatch-roofed cottages that dot England's countryside

In Spokane, the Knight House can be compared to the Malmgren House (1909) at 709 West Sumner Avenue and the
Corbet-Aspray House (1908) at 820 West Seventh Avenue All three homes were designed by the Cutter and Malmgren
arclutectural firm and were bUilt wrthm two years of each other All three homes are an eclectic nux of tradmonal
arclutectural styles and reveal designs based on symmetrical sunpheuy denved from the Enghsh Arts and Crafts
Movement of the 19th century They all form rectangular, two-story boxes and are covered With symmetrical lupped
roofs With Widely overhanging eaves that produce strong honzontal shadows mdicenve of Prame School mfluence In
contrast to the Malmgren and Corbet-Aspray homes, the Knight House IS disnnguished by a centraIly placed arched
wmdow on the second floor that ISshaded by a roof hne that gently sweeps up and over the wmdow's arch In addition,
the Malmgren House IS clad m shmgles and the Corbet-Aspray House IS clad 10 chnker bnck, but the Knight House IS
clad 10 a combmenon of pressed bnck veneer and cedar shingles Decorative eave brackets mfluenced by the Itahanate
style are featured on the Corbet-Aspray House while Crattsman-mspired eave brackets are featured on the Knight House
Finally, compared to the other two homes, the Kmght House retams the smgular disnnenon found m a two-car attached
garage--one of the first to be constructed 10 Spokane.

lmenor
Cutter was mfluenced by new architectural styles. changing hfe patterns 10 Spokane and America, and contributed to the
nse of contemporary Amencan mtenor design Henry Matthews wntes that some of Cutter's mtenor home designs
promoted "the spaciousness of rooms, the openness of the plans, and the easy transmon from mside to out" --all modem
features belonging to the 20th century Cutter was further mfluenced by Amencan East Coast designers and expanded the
concept of the "hvmg hall" Matthews credits Cutter With progressive Ideas and says that "he opened up the mtenor space
10 an almost unprecedented manner" The Knight House incorporates these Ideals with a large foyer (hvmg hall), hvmg
room and dmmg room

Conclusion
Featuring d diverse nux of tradmonal influences, the Knight House I~ a fine example of eclectic arclutecture and the
srmphsnc mfluence of the Enghsh Arts and Crafts Movement In addition, Cutter's design for the Knight House IS the
architect's personal expression of national trends towards rntenor spatial design created to meet modem needs and
attached garage space designed to house the mcreasmgly popular automobile Representing early Spokane development
and settlement along West Point Road. the Knight House remains one of the neighborhood's most unique eclecnc
designs The house IS well-preserved and retains excellent architectural mtegnty m Its ongmal locanon, setnng, design,
feeling, materials, workmanship, and Its associauon With early Spokane Reflectmg the nanonally accl8lmed work of
master architect Kmland Kelsey Cutter. the Knight House IS architecturally Significant and IS ehglble for hstmg on the
NatIOnal Register of Hlstonc Places under Cntenon C
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