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1. Name
historic Holy Names Academy Bu~=1=d=~=n2g _

and or common Academy Apartments

2. Location
street & number 1216 N. Supenor St. nol tor publication

:.cl;.:ty!.-'.-.:Io:.w=n Spokane _ viclnily 01

slate Wash~ngton code 053 counly Spokane code 063

3. Classification
Ownerahlp
_ public
-.lL private
_both
Public Acqulaltlon
_ In process
_ being consldared
nfa

Status
_OCCUPied
.z, unoccupied
--"- work In progress
Accessible
_ yes reslrlcted
---,:,:_yes unreslricted
_no

Present Use
_ agricullure
_ commerclel
_ educational
_ entertainment
_ governmenl
_ Industrial
_ military

_museum
_park
-->L prlvale residence
_ religious
_ sclentitic
_ Iranaportatlon
_olher.

Cetegory
_diatricl
--l:L bUlldlng(s)
_ structure
_alte
_ objllct

4. Owner of Property
name Academy I,lIDJ ted Partnershlp

street & number E. 715 Sprague Ave., Su~te 204

city. town Spokane vicinity ot atale Washington 99202

5. Location of Legal Description
courthouse. reglslry 01 deeds, etc Spokane County Courthouse

alreel & number W. 1116 Broadway

clty,lown Spokane stale Wash~ngton 99201

6. Representation in Existing Surveys
Wash~ngton State Inventory of Cultural Resources

1:.1t:.1e=----::S.t:po=ka:.n:.e::..-.:H:.~:.s==_t:.o:.:rO;~::..:c'___'La=n'_'d:.m::::a::..:r:.k:::s'___.:S=u:::r...:v..:::e:./.y.::h8:::s:.-.:th:.l:::s-.!:pr:.0::ope=r!y:!...:bee=:.n:..:de=le:.r:.m:.l:..:ned=-.:el:.1.!"9::ib::Ie::.:?:.-=X=c2Yc.:e:::s--:,._ no

de=l::.e 19_7__7 -:-:---: -:: --:'7'c--: __ --:--:-=-==:..:':::ede=r:::a::.1~ atale - county ~_t.oe~
Wash~ngton State Office of Archaeology & Histor~c Preservat~on

deI=::op!::0::a::lt::ory::!..Ior=..:a:::u:.:rvey=-.:reco=::r..:d::.s-,S?p~o~k~a7n,_,e,___,C'O~;.;tC"y~P...:l:::a:.n,-,Com,:om~~:::s:..::s::..:~:::o~nc,- -;-;--:,-- ..,
III West 21st Ave., KL-ll, Olymp~a Wash~ngton 98564-5411
Spokane alale Wash~ngton 99201city, town



7. Description • •
CondIllon
_excellenl
-lLgood
_lair

_ delerloraled
_ruins
_unexposed

Check one
_ unaltered
--lL allered

Check one
_~ or'9onal sole
_ moved dale _

Deecrlbe 1M preaenl and original III knownIph,alcal appearance

Holy Names Academy BU1ld1ng 1S a four story red br1ck structure located near the Spokane
R1ver 1n Spokane, Wash1ngton. The bU1ld1ng, wh1ch reflects an eclect1c m1X of V1ctor1an
mst i tuti onal desi gn , has a Il-shaped plan and 1S constructed of load-beanng masonry
walls wlth an Interlor structural system of steel columns and wooden beams and JOIStS.
The bUlldlng rests on a foundatlon of cut granlte lald In lrregular courses. The proper-
ty IS bordered on the east by rai lroad tracks along the river, on the north by a ci ty
park, and on the west and south by resldentlal areas.
The buiIdmg IS composed of a central rectangular block vi th mansard roof flanked by
perpendi cular gable roof vmgs . The central block, built In 1891, was des i gned by
Patrlck Donohoe and orlglnally featured a pedlmented entry porch and bell towers on both
the front (west) facade and the rear. In 1903 when the north and south wlngs, deslgned
by Preusse and Zlttel, were bUllt, the central block was altered conslderably to conform
wlth the addltlons At that tlme, the orlglnal entry portlco and bell towers were re-
moved and the bUlldlng assumed the baslc conflguratlon It malntalns today.
The west (front) facade of the central block faces Superlor Street and IS marked by a
classlcal two story portlco wlth full entablature supported by four wooden Tuscan columns
on concrete bases. The cornlce of the portlco IS crested by a decoratlve wrought lron
balustrade. The portreo shelters a second story balcony vith wrought i ron balustrade
whlch IS suspended by steel tle rods from the overhanglng portlco.
The portlco projects from a central gabled pavlllon, four storles In helght, whlch IS
dlvlded Into three bays The flrst and second story center bays have double oak panelled
doors wlth Ilghts. The second story door has a semlclrcular transom Ilght. The pavlllon
has a bracketed corrnce beneath the gable end. The gable end Itself IS sheathed In
aIuminum srdrng, obscunng the bri ck stepped gable and arched vmdovs vhich orrgmal Iy
crowned the pavlllon.
On elther slde of the pavlllon, the central block IS dlVlded Into four bays. The flrst
and thlrd story wlndows In each bay are rectangular wlth cut granlte sllls and a contln-
uous grarnte lmt.e l course The second story vindov opemngs are arched. All windovs
feature one-over-one double hung wooden sash. The thud floor of the central block IS
capped by a bracketed cornlce of tln WhlCh serves as a foundatlon for the mansard roof.
The mansard roof IS punctuated by three semlclrcular arched dormers on both sldes of the
pavlllon. The dormers have molded hoods and are Ilghted by one-over-one double hung sash
vmdovs The east (rear) facade IS i denti cal to the front facade vithout the entry
port i co and vith the addit i on of a uti li ty entrance and smokestack
The wlngs added In 1903 are nearly Identlcal to each other and are compatlble wlth the
central block Each wlng IS a gable roof structure, four storles In helght. The west
ends of each wlng project outward from the west facade of the central block The flrst
stones are marked by rust i cat.ed bnck work and segmental arch window openings vith
radiatmg voussc i rs and cut graru.te si lls capped by a cut gram te lintel course. The
second and thlrd story wlndow openlngs form an arcade pattern wlth tapestry brlck span-
drels separatlng the flat arched second story openlngs from the semlclrcular arched thlrd
story operungs Rad i at.mg voussoi rs crown all operungs . All vrndovs from the f i rst,
through thlrd storles are wooden one-over-one double-hung sash. The walls are capped by
corbelled brackets whlch support a tln cornlce.
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Both wmgs feature stepped gables vi th corru ces and f iruals . The fourth story of each
gable end has a Pa llad i an- li ke window arrangement WI th a semi ci rcular arched wmdov
flanked by a segmental arched opemng vi th rad i atmg VOUSSOlfS on e i the r side The
entIre arrangement SItS on a corbelled brIck prOjectIon WIth cut granIte sIlls. Engaged
brIck pIlasters frame the wIndow openIngs; those surroundIng the center openIng support a
plaIn pedIment Fleur-de-lIs patterns applIed to the facade In wrought Iron frame the
wIndow arrangment The wIndow openIngs have wooden multl-llghted-over-one double hung
sash wIth a semIcIrcular fIxed transom lIght over the center wIndows
The north and south sIdes of each wIng have varIOUS arrangments of stepped gable dormers '
wIth cornIces The largest of these dormers has three bays wIth segmental or semICIrcu-
lar arched vmdow opemngs In the uuddle and flat arched on ei ther si de , and wooden
one-over-one or nul t r-Li.ghted-over-one double hung sash. The south si de of the south
wIng and the north sIde of the north wIng have smaller dormers framIng paIred wIndows.
The north srde entrance has a porte cochere supported by steel p ipes WIth a moulded
entablature topped by an ornamental Iron balustrade sImIlar In desIgn to the balconIes of
the front portIco.
The InterIor arrangement of the Holy Names Academy IS typIcal for a school bUIldIng of
the perIod wIth long wIde hallways and hIgh ceIlIngs. Most of the fIrst through thIrd
floors are dIvIded Into IndIvIdual classrooms, each characterIzed by SOlId maple floors,
fIr trIm around door and wIndow openIngs, and solId fIr paneled doors. Several class-
rooms have bUIlt-In fIr cabInets, waInscottIng, and armOIres. Two open staIrways WIth
spIndled oak balustrades serve all four floors, as does an elevator added In later years.
The maIn doors enter at the fIrst floor, openIng to a staIrway that rIses to the second
floor where the admInIstratIve and VIsItor's areas were located A vaulted chapel area
takes up nearly the entIre south WIng of the thIrd floor. The thIrd floor of the north
WIng houses the audi torium and theatre, complete vi th stage and seat ing . The ent i re
fourth floor was largely dedIcated to housIng for the nuns and boarders.
Two elements added to the Holy Names property i n the mrd-t.wenti eth century do not con-
t ribute to the si gnaf i cance of the property. A two story bnck addi t i on whi ch once
housed a gynmas ium was added to the rear of the south wi.ng about 1940. A three story
concrete block school bui l.dmg measunng app rox imat.ely 40 by 80 feet was constructed
ImmedIately east of the rear of the north WIng about 1959. Also rear of the maIn struc-
ture and located on the property are tenms courts and basketball courts, bui lt about
1940. By contrast, the front lawn of the structure IS landscaped and features a CIrcular
dnve.

List of contributing and noncontributing buildings:

ContrIbuting: Holy Names Academy building (1)

NoncontrIbuting: gymnasium (c.1940) (1)
school bUIldIng annex (c. 1959) (1)

Total: 1 contributing building; 2 noncontributIng bUIldings



) 8. Significance .~-------.:-------

Period
_ premstonc
_140G-1499
_ 150G-1599
_ 160G-1699
_170G-1799
-,,_ 180G-1899
.z, 190G-

Areas 01 S.gnilicanc-Check and justifybelow
___ archeology-prehistoric __ communoty plannong __ landscape archltec1ure _ religion
_ archeology-historic conservation law _ science

__ agnculture economics literature _ sculpture
__ architecture _~__education __ military __ social/
__ art _ engineering mUSIC humanitarian
_ commerce __ explorallon/senlement __ phllospphy _ theater
__ commumcanons ondustry __ politics/government _ transportation

___ onvenllon _ other (specify)

-----~IH8l<9Hl+/l'N3l-----------·---pPaatLruIlcoikrllllro"'''tOomhno'''e-+(t11BBJ9rll-C)1---------
Specificdates Period of SlgD1hcanc'Ullder/Arch,tect Preusse & Za t teL ([903)

1891 1935Statement of Significance(Inone paragraph)
Holy Names Academy Bur Iding lS a srgru f i cant structure i.n the educat i ona l hi story of
Spokane and eastern Washlngton. Chartered m 1891 as a pr i va te secondary academy and
expanded ln 1907 to become one of the state's flrst prlvate normal schools, the Academy
offered both a hlgh school Clrrlculum and a teacher tralnlng course for young women from
throughout the Inland Emplre for many decades The bUlldlng, bUllt ln 1891 and enlarged
m 1903, reflects the des i gns of Spokane archltects Pat ri ck Donohoe and Preusse and
Zlttel and lS an lmportant example of Vlctorlan lnstltutlonal archltecture ln Spokane.
Hlstorlcal Background
Holy Names Academy stands as a monument to the works of the Slsters of the Holy Names, a
Cathollc Order founded ln Quebec ln 1844 wlth the expressed purpose of provldlng Chrls-
tlan educatlon to chlldren ln remote areas of Canada By 1859, thlS mlSSlon was expanded
to the Pacr fac Northwest when the Srst ers estabhshed St. Mary's Academy m Portland,
Oregon. In 1880, the Slsters establlshed an academy ln Seattle.
The Order flrst sent members to open a school ln Spokane ln 1888 at the request of Father
Joseph Cataldo, a Jesult prlest who had establlshed Gonzaga College ln Spokane the year
before Classes at the Slsters' new school began ln September, but by November enroll-
ment had grown enough to requi re another Si st.er and another lay teacher to staff the
faclilty. The school, orlglnally known as the Academy of Holy Names and later as Our
Lady of Lourdes School, was located on Maw Avenue between Bernard and Washwgton
Streets.
But the role of the Slsters ln Spokane soon expanded Whlle bUlldlng Gonzaga College,
the Jesui t fathers saw a need for a simi lar mst i tut i on for young women m Spokane. In
1889, Father Cataldo formally requested the Si sters of the Holy Names to estabhsh a
boardlng school for young women ln the Clty and by hlS authorlty they were provlded wlth
a flve acre tract of land ln Slnto's Addltlon, the current slte of Holy Names Academy.
The Academy was founded and construction begun wlth the cornerstone lald on September 14,
1890. The Reverend Leopold Van Gorp, S J., presided over the ceremonles that day and he
told those assembled, "Nowhere wlil your chlldren be able to recelve such an lntellectual
and moral tralning as at the hands of the Slsters who have devoted thelr Ilves to such an
object, not from mercenary not ives , but from thea love of God and from mot ives of
chanty."
The Holy Names Academy Bui Idrng , des i gned by Spokane arclu tect Pat ri ck Donohoe, was
opened wlth 12 students on August 31, 1891, and was accredlted by the state the same year
as a secondary school for young women By 1902, the student body had grown to 235 stu-
dents. Contlnual lmprovements were made to the faclilty throughout the flrst ten years,
but by 1903 the number of students had lncreased to the pOlnt where addltlonal facliltes
were needed In that year, the Si sters comm ss i oned the Spokane a rchi tectural f i rm of
Preusse and Zittel to deSign two wlngs to be added onto the north and south sldes of the
orlglnal bUlldlng
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In 1907, a spec i al amendment to WashIngton State's school laws enabled the Si ste rs to
establlsh prlvate normal schools for the educatlon of teachers. Normal school classes at
the Holy Names Academies m Spokane and Seattle started In September of that year, and
the schools recelved formal accredltatlon by the State Board of Educatlon on December 31,
1907, thus becomlng the flrst prlvate normal schools ln the State of Washlngton.
Holy Names Academy ln Spokane contlnued to serve as both a hlgh school and normal school
for the next several decades. In 1938, the State gave permlsslon for the Slsters to add
another year to thelr normal school course, enabllng them to grant a four-year Bachelor
of Arts degree ln Educatlon. The Holy Names College of Educatlon opened on September 15,
1938, wlth 118 women ln attendance. Classes were held at the Holy Names Academy for over
two years unt i l February 7, 1941, when a new college faci li ty located south of the
Academy was completed Thls faclilty now serves as the Maplewood Gardens Retlrement Home
and lS not lncluded In thls nomlnatlon The College eventually expanded ltS currlculum
to a Ilberal arts format and soon moved to ltS current slte, the former army base at
Ft. Wrlght. The College closed ltS doors ln 1982.
The orlglnal Holy Names Academy BUlldlng graduated ltS flnal hlgh school class ln 1975.
After experlenclng decllnlng enrollments as well as the decllne of ltS physlcal plant,
the deci sron was made to close the school. Gonzaga Preparatory School, Spokane s all
male Cathollc hlgh school, went coeducatlonal ln 1976 ln order that Spokane's hlgh school
women would have a Cathollc educatlon avallable to them. Some of the Holy Names Slsters
were hlred by Gonzaga Prep for faculty posltlons.
In 84 years of operatlon, Holy Names Academy had over 5,000 students ln attendance and
graduated a total of 3,742. Many of these students boarded at the school, having come
from rural areas of eastern Washlngton, northern Idaho, and western Montana, where often
there were no parochi al or secondary schools offenng the quahty educa t i on of Holy
Names. Young women from throughout the Inland Northwest came to Holy Names for teacher
t.ranu ng at the Normal School, and m turn went on to teach at pubhc and pa ruch ra l
schools throughout the reglon
Archltecturally, the Holy Names Academy BUlldlng reflects Vlctorlan lnstltutlonal deslgn
ln Spokane. The orlglnal central block was deslgned by Patrlck Donohoe, an archltect who
practlced ln the Clty from 1888 to 1891. The Academy BUlldlng lS hlS major work ln the
Clty. Hermann Preusse and JUI1US Zlttel, who deslgned the 1903 wlngs, were German lmml-
grants who had a partnership In Spokane from 1893 to 1910. The i r assocrat ion produced
several Spokane landmarks lncludlng St Aloyslus' Church, several Gonza?a College bUlld-
lngs, Our Lady of Lourdes Cathedral, and several resldences ln the Clty s South Hlil and
Browne's Addltlon nelghborhoods.



9. Major Bibliogaphical References.
Chronicles of Holy Names Academy, Spokane, 7 vol. 1888 to 1970; Unbound 1970 to 1975.

Manuscr1pt. SNJM Arch1ves of Washington Prov1nce.
Schoenberg, Wilfred P., S.J., A Chron1cle of Catholic H,story of the Pac1f1c Northwest,

1943-1969. Portland, OR: Cathol1c Sentin~l Pr1ntery, 1962.

10. Geographical Data
Acreage 01nominated property __ ---'2~.4!-1'--- _
Quadrangla name 5poka ne N.W .
Ul M Ralarences

Quadrangle scale _-I.1~:",24"-+.l0"'O",O,---_
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Zone

LLJ..uJ lLL.---L.J....L
Eastlng NorthIng

~ l.LJ...LLw.J
lL...L..J.,J l.LJ...LLw.J
~ l.LJ...LLw.J

v.~ boundary descrlptlon end Justification The nominated property 1S described as parcel num-
ber 17531-0014 in the City of Spokane, describe thusly: Beginning at the southeast corner
of the intersection of Superior and Sharp St, proceed south on Super10r until the northeast
corner of Super10r and Boone; proceed east along Boone until the railroad right of way (cont.)
Uat all atat •• and count Ie. lor properties overlapping state or countv boundaries

state nla code county code

state nla code county code

11. Form Prepared By
name/title John P. Morrow (wHh assis tance from Sis ter Edward1ne Mary. SNJM)

organization Coldwell Banker Feldman Person Co. date September 4 , 1985

street & number N. 2206 Paries telephone (509) 928-57.=5::!-0 _

Spokane state Washington 99206

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification
The evalu.ted slgnlllcance 01 this property withIn the state Is

_ national __ state X- local

As the designated State Historic PreservatIon 0 Ic or the National Historic preservation Act 011966 (Public Law 89-
865), I hereby nominate this property lor In National Reg.ster snd certlly thst It has been evaluated
sccordlng to the crlterta and procedures set IOrt Nstlonal Psrk service.. .r State Historic Preservation Officer signature

title J;GUfO date

For ..... U88 only
IMrWr certlty thet this property Is Included In the Natlon8l RegIster

data

Ka I~Ir 01 the NatIonal RegIster
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V.B.D. cont1nued: (approximately 500 feet); proceed north along said r1ght of way.
(parallel to the railroad tracks) unt1l the extens10n of Sharp Avenue; proceed west
on Sharp until p01nt of beginning.
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