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date entered

1. Name
historic Holley-Hason Buildl!!L _

and or common

2. Location
street & number South 157 Howard not lor publicallon

vicinity ofcrty.fcwn Spokane

state Washington code 053 Spokane code 063

3. Classification
county

Calegor,
_district
~_ bUlldlng(,)
_~ _ structure
_ site
__ object

Ownership
_public
-1L pnvate
__ both
Public Acqulslllon
_In process
-x-rz beIng consroered
n,a

Slalus
_occupied
-1L unoccupied
_ work in progress
Accessible
_ yes restricted
~_ yes unrestricted

no

Presenl Usa
_ agricuMure
~ commercial
_ educstlonal
_ entertainment
_government
_ Industrial

mllltsry

_museum
_park
_ private ressdence
_ religious
_ scjennuc
_ transportation

other

4. Owner of Property
nsme Holley-Mason Group

City, town Spokane

slreet & number Suite 103A Tapio Office Center. South 104 Freya

stste Wash,ngton 99202_ vicinity 01

5. Location of Legal Description
~~~ho~se. ~eglstryof deed__,_,_e'_c__ Spokane County Courthouse

Clty,lown Spokane

,~~eel &_num~~~_t.--'1:..:1:..:1'_'6'___'B'_'r;.::o:::a'_'=d'_'''':::a'_'y'_ _

state Washington 99260

6. Representation in Existing Surveys
title Spokane" Sh Historic Landmark Survex

dale 1~78_________ _ --=_ tede!~ ...=_ stale _ county x local
Office of Archaeology and Historic Preservation

depc"I'~~YfOIsur~t~cor~ J 11 West 21st Avenue ,--!Q..-ll . _

City, tl\N/1 _ __ . Olympia ..ta..'!...._Wash,ngton 98504
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7. Description
Condition

__ excellent
.x., good
__ 'air

_ deteriorated
_ruins
__ unexposed

Check one
x__ unanered

__ altered

Check_
x orlglna' alta

__ moved date

------------. ----------------- ---------- -
Deacrlbe Ihe pre.enl end original lit knownl phralcal _arance

The Holley-Mason Bu,ld,ng 1S a large, SlX story commercial structur~ located 1n downtown
Spokane, Wash1ngton. The bU11d1ng's 1nternal structur~ 1S of reinforc~d concrete; how-
ever, the facades are f1nished w1th non-load bearing br1ck walls. Th~ Howard Avenue ele-
vat10n 15 beautlfully ~xecuted wlth Renaissance-lnsp1red br1ck and terra cotta detalls.

The Holley-Mason Bua Lda.ng was constructed 1n 1905 and was Spokane's f arst ret nforced
concrete bUlldlng It was erected on a busy downtown street and the surroundlng area lS
fliled wlth a varlety of commerclal structures. The Holley-Hason BU1ldlng 15 generally
rectangular 1n shape and measures 150 feet across Its streetfront elevatIon. It IS SIX
slories hIgh wIth a full basement and mezzanIne level. The structure has approxImately
150,000 square feet of floor space, nearly double that of any other contemporary ware-
house In the CIty.

The bUIldIng's reInforced concrete and steel constructIon consIsts of enclOSIng sheared
steel bars rn concrete for not only the upnght pae rs whlch support the welght of the
bUlldlng but also for the crossbeams and the floor constructlon. The uprlght plers are
24 lnches square ln the basement and taper to 10 lnches square on the sixth floor. These
posts are capable of carrylng the welght of a ten story bU1ld1ng and were thought neces-
sary because of the lmmense we1ght that a hardware warehouse must carry Each column
rests on , base four feet square and footlngs ten feet square.

The plers are set 15 feet apart and support the f,ve lnch thlCk floors. Orlglnally, the
anterror was painted entuely whlt~ to refIeee more llght. The basement preserves rt s
orlglnal palnted lron vault door and heat1ng system machlnery.

The Howard Street elevatlon lS on~ of the Clty's finest turn-of-the-century facades
des i.gn adapts Renaa as ance-ide r rved det.aa Iaug to a commerCIal facade arrangement
balanced and nlcely proportlon~d elevat10n lS faced ln buff-colored brlck and terra
and dIsplays a varlety of fenestratIon and ornamentation.

The
Th,s

cotta

The nlne bays of th,S facade are d1vlded at the bUlldlng's base by slmple pllasters that
enframe the hrst floor and mezzanine levels. The ground floor has large plate glass
Windows deSigned to display merchandise, and the mezzanine level has Windows conslsting
of small glass squares set ln an lron gr1d. The entrance to the bU1ldlng has a double
wood and glass door flanked by sadeLaght.s and capped by a transom. The segmentally
arched wlndows of the second floor are surrounded by rustlcsted brlck work that forms a
pattern of radi atmg VOUSS01rs above the arch. A terre cotta keystone has also been
placed above these wlndows and the hrst floor pa Las tiera have terra cotta egg and dart
mould1ngs Above the second floor 1S a Simple corn1ce wh1ch v1sually separates the base
of the bUlld1ng from warehouse floors above. The bays of these four floors are composed
of pa rred one-over-one double hung wlndows separated by sllghtly project rng pl1asters.
The spandrels between the floors have brlcks arranged ln an ornamental pattern.

Above the w1ndows on the s1xth floor are large, "blind,1I semi-c1rcular terra cotta arches
w1th keystones. W1thin each srch is a slngle terra cotta dlsk surrounded by ornamental
brlckwork Smaller terra cotta dlsks are also placed b~tween the arches. The deslgn lS
termInated by a terra cotta corn1ce wlth fol1ated brackets The embell1shed elevatlon of
Howard Street lS bnefly cont mued onto the bua Idrng 's south and north facades for the
wldth of one bay.
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The other facades of the bur Ldrng are faced in red
some corbelled belt courses, bnck keystones above
W1ndows on these facades are mostly pa1red casements
the ground floor of the south facade.

br1ck and are devo1d of deta11 save
some w1ndows, and two wall dormers

An open loading dock is located on

The Holley-Mason BUilding is almost entirely unaltered. ASide from some deterioration of
matenals, the only noticeable change is at the storefront level where the plate glass
w1ndows have been boarded over.
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8. Significance

Period
prehistoric
140ll-'499
150ll-1599
160ll-1699
170ll-1799
180ll-1899

x isoo-

Areas 01S.gnilicance-Checll ancljuallljr below
archeology-prehistoric community planning
archeology-historic conservation
agriculture _ economics

x architecture education
art x engineering

x commerce e.ploratlon/~ttl&ment
communications Industry

Invention

landscape arcmtecture
law
literature
military

_ music
phlloaophy
politics government

religion
science
sculpture
social
humanitarian
theater
transportation
other (specify)

Specific dates 1905 Builder,Architect Albert Held--Architect
Statement 01Slgnllicance lin one paragraph)

The Holley-Mason BuaLdang 18 an unportant Spokane landmark
architectural deSIgn and early use of reInforced concrete.
commerCIal concern notable 10 the CIty'S early hIstOry.

that 18 s rgm f i cant for i t s
It 18 also assoclated With a

De si gned by the locally prounnent, arch1tect Albert Held, the Holley-Hason BuaIdi ng was
the flrst re1nforced concrete bU11d1ng erected 10 the C1ty of Spokane. Even more slgn1f-
i cantly , 1t 15 one of the very ea rl.a.est. rernforced concrete bu i Ldangs rn the ent rre
state Thougb the br'ck walla of tbe bu,ld,ng reflect an age-old masonry trad,t,on, the
ant.ernaI concrete floors and pi.ers were quate advanced for thei.r t.ame. In many cases,
the load bear,ng capac,ty for re'nforced concrete bad not been rel,ably eatabl'shed and
construct,on dur,ng th,s per,od had a def,n,te exper,mental qual,ty. Other early re,n-
forced concrete structures ,n the state 'nclude: tbe Sandberg Bu,ld,ng (1908) ,n Tacoma
and the Flati ron BuaLdrng (1907, Nat10nai Reg i ster property) m Belhngham, Both of
these bu i Lda.ngs have exposed concrete walls and a danng lack of ornamentatron , An
ofhce butLdi ng m Aberdeen, the Fanch BuaLdf.ng (1909), as srenLar to the Holley-Hason
BU1ld~ng 1n that lt 1S a concrete structure faced w1th ornamental terra cotta

Due to at.searly use of th1s new technology, tbe Holley-Hason BufLdrng was also adver-
t i sed as the ci ty ' s hrst "hreproof" bua Ldang . Indeed, the only flammable elements of
the structure were the w,ndow cas'ngs and tbe maple floors la'd on tbe f,rst and second
floors.

The Holley-Hason BuaLdang makes a va.t.aIaesthet.ac contrrbut.ron to tbe streets cape of
Spokane Tbe Howard Street eIevat i on rs beaut1fully artacuLat.ed, one of the hnest
turn-of-the-century facades m the nty Compos,t,onally, the buaLda.ng 18 typ i caI of
many early twentleth century commerclal structures. The vlsually del10eated storefront
base supports several repet~t1vely detalled upper floors and 1S termlnated by a prom1nent
co rnrce In the case of the Holley-Hason BuaLdrng , t.his facade arrangement 1.5 a ba t,
overshadowed by the bU1ldlng's Second Renalssance Rev1val detalls. Another common fea-
ture of thlS perlod's commerc~al structures 18 a lack of ornamentat~on on the off-street
elevatIons

The Holley-Mason Hardware Company was establ'shed ,n 18g5, under tbe or,g,nal fIrm name
of Newport and Holley F,H. Hason bougbt an ,nterest ,n the f,rm ,n 1888, at whIch t,me
the company bu,ldlng was located on the soutbwest corner of R,vers,de Avenue and Howard
Street Th i s bua Ldrng was destroyed by f rre m 1889, The company then relocat.cd to
118 Howard Street The f,rm became tbe Holley-Mason and Marks Hardware Company when J.R
Harks bought an 'nterest and consol'dated ,t w,tb b,s bardware concerns ,n Coeur d'Alene,
Later, hIS Interest was bougbt out and the f,rm took ,ts present name, tbe Holley-Hason
Hardware Company. The present bu,ld,ng was bu,lt ,n 1905 at a cost of $200,000.

When the Holley-Hason Company occupled the structure, each floor was used for a different
class of stock: the basement was occup1ed by na~ls, barbed w~re, bolts, and heavy mater-
'aI, the second floor housed sport,ng goods; the th'rd floor had wagon and carr'age
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goods, the fourth floor had stoves; the f,fth floor had home furn,sh,ng hardware, and the
si xt.h floor had Lightwe i ght goods. The f i rm also pubhahed a catalog of thei r goods,
wh'ch was among the largest ,n the Northweat

The trustees of the Holley-Hasan Hardware Company were Fredenc H. Hasan, Et-ancas J
F,nucane, Gustave Re,th, John D. Ch,cker,ng, and Jul,us A. Hav,ghorst F.H Hasan d'ed
,n 1913, leav,ng an estate of $500,000 to h,s w,dow, Holl,e H. Hasan, and two daughters,
Susan H Bartleson and Helene Mason. Er anc i s J. Fanuc ane , who came to Spokane 10 the
early 1900ls to establ1sh a branch of the Bank of Montreal, acquIred an Interest In the
hardware company and eventually became 1ts presIdent The Mason heIrs sold theIr Inter-
est HI the hrm to Eanucane and the other shareholder. for $600,000 an about 1915 In
the 1920'., the f,rm consol,dated w,th a nat,onal hardware company, Harshall Wells, ,n a
deal ,nvolv,ng $3,000,000 The Har.hall Well. Company rema,ned ,n the bu,ld,ng unt,l ,t
moved to i t s present Locat.ron m the Jensen-Byrd BuaLdaug . The Fanucane f ama Ly leased
the bu,ld,ng to the Forest Serv,ce unt,l 1968, when ,t deeded the bu,ld,ng to the c,ty of
Spokane The t,tle to the structure was only recently acqu,red by the present owners

Arch,tect

Albert Held was one of the "pi.oneer archa tects" of the Pac i f rc Northwest Hi,sp rac t rce
spanned several decadea and he was respons rbLe for des i gm.ng many of Spokane' 5 f mes t

bu,ldlngs

Albert Held was born 10 New Ulm, MInnesota, In 1866 HIS father was a contractor and
Held was able to attend the UnIverSIty of MInnesota for two years, enrollIng In technIcal
courses He began to work as a draftsman 10 hIS home state, but relocated to Spokane
when he heard of the buaLdaug oppo rt.um t aes fol.Lowang the great f rre of 1889 He soon
began to practIce arch1tecture and eventually became the fIrst A I A member In eastern
WashlOgton H,S desi gns an Spokane rucIude the Palouse Department Store, the North
Central H,gh School, the Realty Bu,ld,ng, the Home Telephone Bu,ld,ng, St. Luke's HOSpl-
tal, the "new" gas works, an add i t r on to Sacred Heart Hosp i t.a L, the Webster School, the
Lanco ln School, the Km.cke rbocke r Apartmenta, and the San Harco Apartments (a Nat i onaI
RegIster property whIch also shows SImIlar RenaIssance detaIlIng). Albert Held was also
an actIve communIty member and he remaIned a promInent Spokane CItIzen untIl hIS death In
1924
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(continued)

10. Geographical Data
Acreage 01 nomlna'ed property ~1"e'O!s!!s!!.....Ct!o'h~a!!n~o!.!nc!!e=-_
Quadrangle name Spokane Northwest
Ul M References

QUadrangle scala __
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Verbal boundary c1eacrlpllon ancljuatlflcallon Lots I, 2, and 3, Block 29, Railroad Addition.

Llat all atatea and counllea lor propertlea owerl_intI atat. or count, _rlea

a"'e nla code county code

state nla code county code

11. Form Prepared By
name/title Glen A. Cloninger, Architect

Edited by Mark L. Brack
a.A.H.p.

organization Glen A. Cloninger & Asaociates da'e June 29, 1983
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South 104 Freya 'elephone (509) 535-3619--=-----------~===--street & number

city or town Spokane stale Washington 99202

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification
The evaluated significance 01 'his property wl'hln ,he state Is

_ na'ional .1.. state _ local ------
As ,he deslgna'ed S'ale Hlslorlc Preservation OIIlcer lor ,he Na',onal Historic Preservation Ac' 011966 (PUblic Law 89-
665), Ihereby nominate Ihis property lor mejusson in ,he National Reglsler and certlly 'ha' It has been evaluated
according 10 .he criteria and procedures set lorth by ,he Na'ional Park Se...1ce

Slate Hlstonc Preservation Officer signature

title da'e

For NPS use only
I hereby certify 'ha' Ihls property is Included In ,he Na'ional Regls'er

da'e
Keeper 01 ,he NatlOll8l Register

Allest dale
Cluel 01 Reg~1on
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Durham, N W, ed1tor H,stOry Of The C,ty Of Spokane And Spokane Country, Wash1ngton;
From Its EarI1est Settlement To The Preaent T,me, Vol. 3, S J. Clarke PubI1sh1ng
Company, Spokane, Waah1ngton, 1912.
H,Stor,C Landmarks Survey, A Report And S1te Inventory Of Spokane's H,stor,c Resources,
C1ty Plan Comm1ss10n, Spokane, Wash1ngton.

"Marsha 11 Wells Comba.ne;" Spokane Only Chrom cl.e, Spokane, Wash1ngton, 1930.

"Spokane's Fast Remf'o rced Concrete Bua Ld i ng ;"
Wash1ngton, 1905.

Spokane Spokesman-Rev1ew, Spokane,

"The Western Ar cm.t.ect," Spokane Illustrated, September, 1908.

Cop res of Deeds and Leases, Transamenca T1t1e Insurance Company, Spokane, Washwgton,
1983



Holley-mason BUlldlng
Spokane, liashlngton

UTI! Re ferences
• Zone 11

Eastlng 46B4BO
Northlng 5277840
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ROAD CLASSIFICATION
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Improved surface
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hard surface _
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Holley-Mason Building
Spokane, Washington
Glen Cloninger
June 1983
Washington State Office of Archaeology
and Historic Preservation
South Facade, facing northwest
3 of b

•

Holley-Mason Building
Spokane, Washington
Glen Cloninger
June 1983
Washington State Office of Archaeology

and HIstoric Preservation
West facade, detail of brick and terra

cotta work
4 Of .s
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HOLLEY-MASON BUILDING
Spokane, washington
Glen Cloninger
June, 1983
Negattve filed Ii' Glen C'lon i.nsar e, ,.... ~ 0 ~ ~ J"1.8 so.East elevation
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HOLiEY-~AS6N BUILDING
Spokane, Washington
Glen Cloninger
June, 1983
Negative filed @ Glen Cloninger & Asso.
North elevation
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