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1. Name of Property

hrstonc name GRACE BAPTIST CmJRCH
N/Aother narnes/s.te number

2 Location
1527 West Mallon o not for publicationstreet & number
Spokane o vIcinityCity. town

code WA county Spokane code 063 ZIp code 99201state Washlngton

3 Clas srfrcatron
Category of Property
Gl bUlldlng(s)o districto site
o structureo object

Number of Resources Within Property
Contnbutmq Noncontnbutmq
.L butldinqs

sites
structures
objects

.i, JL Total
Number of contnbuunq resources previously
listed In the National Register a

Ownership of Property
[iI pnvateo public-localo public-Stateo public-Federal

Name of related multiple property listing
N/A

4 State/Federal Agency Certification

As the desiqnated authonty under the National Histone Preservation Act of 1966, as amended. I hereby certify that this
~ nomination 0 request for determination of eligibility meets the documentation standards for regIstering properties In the
National RegIster of Histone Places and meets the procedural and protessional requirements set forth In 36 CFR Part 60 In
~lnlon. the property [}j meets 0 does not meet the National Register crrtena 0 See contrnuauon sheet

~~~.I(hf ~A2StgnatUteOrt\tYlf19cl~ Date j

WasblDgtoo State Offlce of Archaeology and H1storl.C PreservatIon
State or Federal agency and bureau

In my opinion the property 0 meets 0 does not meet the National Register criteria o See continuation sheet

Signature of commentmg or other official Dale

Slate or Federal agency and bureau

5 National Park Service Certification

I. hereby. certify that trus property ISo entered In the National Registero See continuation sheeto determined eligible for the National
Register 0 See continuation sheeto determined not eligible for the
National Register

o removed from the National Registero other (explain) _
Dale of ActionSignature 01 the Keeper



6. Function or Use
Histone Punct.ons (enter categories from mstrucuons)

Rellglon Rellglous FaCl11ty
Current Functicns (e ter categories from Instructions)

Re11g10n Rellg10us Faclllty

7. Description
Archrtectural Ctassnicanon
(enter categories from mstrucnons)

Matenals (enter categories from mstructions)

Late GOthlC Revlval
foundation stone
walls br i ck

root compo s r t i on
other tlle

Describe present and rustonc physical appearance

Constructed between 1905 am 1911, Grace Baptist CllUrch is an iJrp:lsin;J
masonry structure J:W.lt of bJff brick am reflectin;J the ~l:Lsh Gothic
Revival style. '!he J:uilcl.ln3'1.5 characterized l:1j arched operurqs , brick
bJttresses, roofline crenelation, a large 'I\ldor arched win::l.CMin the front
facin;J gable, am an interior audl.toriurn enriched with stained glass ard
panelled stal.ned wood.

Located in a residential neighJ:orhocd on Spokane's northside, the church
rests on a double lot (awrt'Xllllately 240 l:1j 100 feet) at the corner of
Mallon am Maple streets. '!he J:uildin;J is fronted on the north am west
elevations l:1j a small grass lawn ornarrented with shruI±ery / with a surface
parkIng area on the east. Despite a rear concrete classroan annex added
in 1949, the- church retains gocd integrity of =rdition am design.

EXterior: Grace Baptist CllUrchis J:uilt on a rectangular plan measurlIl3'
75 feet across the north facade am scuth rear elevation am 90 feet on
the sides, d.ilrensions that reflect the large central sanctuary that
daninates the interior. '!he church is faced in bJff col.cred brick, rests
on a stone foun:lation am rises to a gabled roof. '!he rooflme parapets
are faced in tile <::q:lin;J.

The maan sanctuary is expressed on the exterior with a projectin;J gable
that is lighted l:1j a mass.rvestained glass win:lCM set within a 'I\ldor arch.
'!he Win:l.CM,which features Perpen:licular-style tracery, n-easures 20 feet
wide l:1j 40 feet high. '!he central gable is framed on the east side l:1j an
polygonal bJttress ca[p"d with battlenents. A one story apsidal bay
projects on the northeast corner of the facade. The bay 1.5 supported l:1j
bJttresses am l:Lghted l:1j arched W:mlCMSwJ.th stained glass. '!he bay is
e:t"CMed with battlen-ents am a frial.

On the west side of the facade, an engaged square toNer nses above the
gable roofline. Entry portals project fran the north am west sades of
the toIYer. With111the portals, panelled dwble doors are set within
a:IIlpC'.lI'rl arched opero.ngs. 'Ihe portals are creMned with battlenents. '!he
upper levels of the toIYer are lighted l:1j paired flat arched w:mlCMS;the
toIYer walls are reinforced by =mer bJttresses wtu.chnse full heJ.ght;
arrl the toNer rooflme is accentuated WJ.th <::q:llIl3'.

ia:See continuatIOn sheet
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The east an::l. west elevations of the church are divided into bays by brick
J:uttresses, an::l. lighted by flat arched WindC1NSon the first story an::l.
pointed arched WindC1NSon the secord story. Corbelled brick fcmns a
cornice beneath the eaves of the gabled roof. A clerestory rises above
the roof, lightin;J the uwer levels of the sanctuary WJ.th paired WIDdC1NS.
All the windC1NSare enriched with stained an::l. leaded glass set in
interlacin;J tracery. The soothwest an::l. southeast =rners of the church
feature projectin;J win:Js, with rear entry portals at the first story
level. Panelled dooble doors are set wrthin a::rrp::urd pointed arched
c::penin;Js, with stained glass lights above heavy stone lintels.

Interior: 'Ihe front entry in the base of the tOHer leads to a narthex,
lined with wood panellin;J. FrClll the narthex, parishioners pass through
two sets of double doors to the large square au:litorJ.um. The sanctuary
rises the full height of the l::uildin:J beneath a beamed ceil:uq. 'Ihe altar
is set on a platfoIll1 against the south wall of the au:litorilDll beneath the
choir loft; behiIXl. the altar 1.5 the baptistery. The 51 gilded pipes of
the organ rise 36 feet against the south wall of the roan behiIXl. the organ
loft.

Pews on the main floor are stained oak, providin:J seatin:J for 320. A
tiered balcony surroun::ls the rear ard side walls of the audrtordum ard
projects 20 feet into the au:litorium; opera d1airs provide seatin;J in the
balconies. 'Ihe main floor, balconies, an::l. choir loft have a total seatin;J
capacJ.ty of 550 people.

The au:litorilDll is lighted by the arched stained windowagamst the south
wall, ard by three levels of arched WIDdC1NSwith staJ.n glass on the east
ard west sides. The J.nterior walls are finished in plaster ard lined with
panelled oak. The side aisles of the sanctuary feature pointed arch
arcades =ied on iron colUlID1S,an::l. similar COlUlID1S~ the balconies
that surrourd the space. 'Ihe ceilin;J features trosswork ~ by
hammer beams with perdants.

The lower level of the church features a large hall with raised stage an::l.
several smaller rocms, The oorw::reterear addJ.tion was l::uilt against the
original south wall an 1949. 'Ihe tI.u story b.uldin:J provides a large
classrocrn facility for the oorgregation, b.rt is nat visible fran the
primary facade.
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8 Statement ot Slgnlfic:Jnce
C.:rtrtylnc;: erne al ;-,35 cons cered the slc;:nrflcance ot this procertv In relation to ocher prccernes

Onatlcnally Os:alewlde [Jloc2l1y

Apphcable Nanonal Fiec;:'s:er Crnerta OA Os lac 00

ruA Os Dc 00 DE OF OGCntena Cons.derauons (Excecnons)

Areas of Significance (enter categcnes from mstruci.ons) Perrod of SignIficance

Archltecture 1905-1911 N/A
Cultural AttlhatJon

N/~

Significant Person Archnect/Smlder

N/A J K. Dow, archltect, J. w WhIte, bUIlder

State srqnrttcance of property. and Justify cntena, criteria consideranons. and areas and periods of sIgnificance noted above

Built in the first decade of the 20th century, Grace BaptJ.St O1urch is an
ardutecturally saqni tacant; examp.leof the Gotluc ReVl.val style of the
periOd, an:i closely asscx:aated vi.tn the developrent of Spckane's ncr'ths.ide
neighborhocd. Fcmrled 1.l1 the wake of the great fire of 1889, the North
sade Baptist O1urch grew rapidly during the city's boan perl.Od; by 1903,
the =n:jregatl.On had hurdreds of rreml::ers, establl.Shed several nu.ssaons,
and Laad arobiticus plans f= an expansave new hcuse of worship desl.gned
by praninent ardutect J. K. I:XJw. Whene:at;lleted in 1911, the hlllcJ.J..rg
was one of the nost substarrtaal, structures on the grc1Ningnorth s ide , and
one of the fl.l1e5t churches 1.l1 the crty. Talay, l.t retains excellent
integrity, and l.S dJ.Stingtushed by its arched openi.n:Js, b.rt:tresses,
cattlemented parapets, stained glass, and dram3.tic antar.ior auditorium.

BadaJrolIn:i: '!he flre that swept Spokane Falls 1.l1 August, 1889, consumed
hundreds of stJ:uctures; l::ut the devastatl.on led to rapid rehll.lcJ.J..rgand
the emergence of new orgaruzatl.ons as well as new stJ:uctures. One of
these began 1.l1 cecemJ::er 1889, whena small group of Baptl.5ts rret at the
northsl.de hare of Mr. and Mrs. 0 C. Ross with the intention of orqaruz lrq
the crty-s se=nd BaptJ.St Olurch.

Establislung a neN Baptist church on the northsl.de, ...merethere was not
even a l1Il.SSl.On,was a !:old idea in 1890. In the late 18805, the district
had evolved fran a grassy prairie to a place with aro.rt: 50 houses. But
the rq::uJ.ation of the Cl.ty at large was approacJun::j20,000 and grcwth on
the northsl.de was beg1l1l1J.I)j' to =ntrJJ:ute to that grcwth.

'!he group' 5 se=nd meeting was held a week later at the Spokane camty
eourtheuse in January, 1890. Ross was elected cha= an:i the nascent
=n:jregation I:x:Jasted 18 rreml::ers. Withlll the next few weeks, the group
retal.lled a permanent preacher fran the East; establl.Shed a l1Il.SSl.oncircle
and a ladies aid orgarozation; !:egan a SUndaySch=l; an:i held regular
serVl.ces in the camty Courthouse. Members went d=r-to-d=r to rec:nut
new rrembers, and 1.l1 March the North Sl.de Baptl.St O1urch of Spckane Falls
was fonnally JJlCOrporated.

Q See continUation sheet
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But in short tine, the County courthouse proved inadequate for the needs
of the congregation. '!he roans were drafty, dirty, am leaky, am the
congregation c::anpeted with other groups for space. As a result, the
church purchasa:l. two lots of the northside in March am erected a sbnple
frame st:nJcture that served as the Baptist church for the next 16 years.
'!he new facility no doobt contribIted to the church's success; at the en:i
of the first year, lIEIIlbershiphad grown to 48 people, am by 1892 over 100
people belon;J to North Side Baptist.

For the rest of the decade, the North Side Baptist O1urch dramatically
mcreasa:l rrerobership am its role in the a:mmunity. '!he church set up
two missions am in 1894, a Baptl.st Social Union was established that took
as its special focus the Spokane Qunese M1.ssl.onfor wtuch one North sade
member corducted servaces am others taught. By 1898, in reccgllitl.On of
its broader scope am gr=th, the corqreqat.Ion changed its name to Grace
Baptist O1urch; by at the turn of the century, the congregation exceeded
200 members.

'!he praninence of the church in the early 20th century was reflected in
IxJth Increased lIEIIlbership am praninent preachers. By 1910, the
orgaru.zation had 300 members. One minister an the fl.rst decade of the
20th century, Reverend C. H. Braden, was a leadin; prohJ.bitionist in the
city am was praninently caricatured in a front page edJ.torl.al cartoon in
the ~ for Ius leadership of the anti-saloon rrovement.

'!his rapid growth led to plans for a new facl.lity. In 1903, a dooble lot
was purchasa:l. at the corner of Maple am Mallon. Two years later, a
cornerstone was laid, am a new church, designed by John K. DchIin the
Gotluc Revival Style, was begun urx:Ier the supervision of contractor J. W.
White. DchIwas I:orn in Gaylord, Minnesota, in 1862, am died 90 years
later in Kirklam, WashJ.n:ft.on.But for a half-century he was a praninent
architect in Spokane. Arrl.vin;J in Spokane before the fire of 1889, DchI's
rrost ilIlportant early ccemisaion was the Enpire state Buildin; (1900);
later canmissl.ons inclu:ted the AJ.x:Just Paulsen House (1912), am the
eleven-story AJ.x:Just Paulsen Buildin;, considered the fJ.rSt Spokane
skyscraper loIhenit was c::arpleted in 1908. At the t:une of the Grace
BaptJ.st a::mnJ.SSl.on,DchIwas in the first rank of professional ardutects
in the Inlam Enpire.

By 1906, the brick walls of the new church were up, the roof was CXIT1plete
am a baserre.nt had been finished. For the next several years, services
were corducted in the baseIrent untl.l the entire church was CXIT1pleteam
dedicated an January, 1911. Whenfinished, the church was disti.rq.ushed
by arched c:>penin:]s, J::uttresses, tl.le c:q:>in;J, am a large central
audrtoraum Wl.th lighted by stained glass am lined Wl.th panelled oak.
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with its new facility, the church continued to grcMi by 1920, Grace
Baptist had 450 membersi by 1939, 937 members. Missions started by the
church in those years eventually becaIre llrleperrlent Baptist dlurches knc:hm
as union Park, central Baptist, Hillyard Baptist, Minnehaha Baptist, and
IllImanuelBapt~st. '!he church remained supportive of the Chinese Mission,
and the Chinese collgJ:egation =ntinued to worship at Grace Olurch until
1988, when they I:x:xJghttheir awn b.rilding and movedto the new location.

In 1949, Grace Baptist l::ui.lt a large educational wing to the rear of the
l::ui.lding. constructed of concrete, the annex is neither CXI'Ilpatiblewith
the historic l::ui.lding nor v~ible fran the facade. nris addition
representS the only najor alteration to the structure. otherwise, the
l::ui.lding's Gothic Renval exterior and decorative interior retain
excellent integrity, and the church remains an arclutectural lan:lmark on
the northside.



9. Malor Bibliographical Referenc.L ~.I--------------

H1story of Grace Bapt1st Church, 1890-1940, Golden Jub11ee Ann1versary
Publ1cat10n (Grace Baptlst Church, Spokane, 1940).

o Seecontinuation sheet
Previousdocumentation on file (NPS)o preliminarydeterminationof mdrvidual listing (36 CFR67)

has been requestedo previously listed In the National Registero previouslydetermined eligible by the National Registerodesignated a National Historic Landmarko recorded by HistoneAmerican BUildings
Survey# .o recorded by HistoricAmencan Englneenng
Record#

Primary location of addiuonal datao State histone preservation officeoOther Stateagencyo Federalagencyo Local governmentoUniversityoOther
Specifyreposrtory

10 Geographical Data

Acreageof property Less than one

UTMReferences
All 467400

Zone Easnnq
5278960

Northing
B

Zone Eastlng Northing
C D

Zone Eastmq Northing Zone Eastrnq Northing

o See continuation sheet

Verbal Boundary Descnpnon

Lots 1-3, Block 5, Ides Addlt10n, C1ty of Spokane.

o Seecontinuation sheet

Boundary .Justrncauon

The nom1nated parcel 1ncludes the lots h1storlcally assoc1ated w1th
Grace Bapt1st Church. '

o See continuation sheet

11 Form Prepared By

Name/titleorganizatlonEd1ted by L. Garhe1d(OAHP) from mat er r aI
street & number Grace Bapt as t Church
Cityor town 1527 West Mallon Street

Spokane

submltted by Frank Duncan
date May 1, 1992
telephone (509) 482-8330
state Zip codeWA 99201

·U S GP010M-0-223-1l18
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GRACE BIIPTIST CHURCH UNDER CONSTRUCTION 1908

DEDICATION DAY was JAN 2::' ,1911
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GRACE BAPTIST CHURCH
DIRECTORY LISTING

NURSERY CARE
10 - Babies and toddlers

CHRISTIAN EDUCATION CLASSES
ADULTS:
1 - "Hsrveeters>- Pollyanna Gormsen
2 - »corneretane»- Bill Selby
3 - "NewLife"- Sharon Selby

YOUTH:
4 Senior High -

(Grades 9-12)
5 Jr. High - Cheryl Eickmeyer

(Grades 7-8)
CHILDREN:

6 Juniors· Jackie Lynn
(Grades 5-6)

7 Middlers - Bonnie Kephart
(Grades 3-4)

8 Primary-
(Grades 1-2)

9 - Kindergarten - Sue Havlovick
(Post Nursery-potty trained-
through Kindergarten)
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