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The Campbell House, whlch lS currently being restored, was one of
Spokane's flnest homes dur1.ng the Clty'S famed "Age of Elegance" at the
turn-of-the-century. On the exterlor, the flrst story lS composed of
brlck and has cut-stone trlmrr.lng around the wlndows, doors, and corners.
The top storles are stucco and half-tlmbcred, and the roof has decorated
chlmneys and gables. These features exhlblt a tradltl0nal Ellzabethan
lnfluence.

On the interl0r, the drawlng room lS done ln Tudor style, wlth d Gothlc
arch framlng a recessed flreplace. Throughout the house are ten orlglnal
flreplaces In ornate tl1e. A Dutch Delft tl1e flreplace lS located ln the
dlnlng room. The beautlful woodwork of the cell1ng beal'1~and the walls lS
orlglnal and would be dlfflcult to replace today.

The most unusual feature of the house lS the gold receptlon room, done in
the French rococo style. ThlS room has a handsome gold and onyx flreplace
walls covered wlth old rose molre sllk panels edged ln gold-leaf moldlngs,
and wlndows hung wlth old rose velvet draperies.

The Campbell House was glven to the Eastern Washlngton State Hlstorlcal
Soclety as a memorlal In 1925. Museum exhiblts were housed ln the
bUl1dlng untl1 the Cheney Cowles Memorial Museum was completed next door
ln 1960. Slnce that tlme, the restoratlon of the Campbell House has been
a contlnulng proJect.

Most of the orlglnal furnlshings had been auctloned off ln 1925 when the
house was granted to the Soclety. Desplte thlS, the maln and second
floors have recently been restored to as close an approxlmatl0n as
possible by ~tunYlng the orlglnal cost inventory (lncludes descrlptlons
of furniture, draperles, and wallpaper) made ln 1898, the year the home
was bU1It. One bedroom on the second floor, however, stlll retalns a
mineral exhlblt because the Soclety consldered lt to be of lntegral
J.mportance for lnterpreting Spokane's IlAge of Elegance", when the rn1.nes of
the regl0n provlded the flnances necessary for buildlng many luxurl0us
homes and buslness establlshments.

The unrestored basement lS currently used for museum storage. The thlrd-
floor servants' quarters have llkew]se not been refurnished and are stl!1
used a9 storage and work space. On th19 floor exhlblt cases used from
1925 to 1960 are stl11 lntact. A covered passageway has been bUllt to
connect the Campbell House Wlth the museum. As funds and space permlt,
the entlre Campbell House wl1l be refurnlshed untl1 it stands as a fully
restored example of a mansion ln Spokane's glIded past.
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The Grace Campbell Memorlal House was designed by Klrtland Kelsey cutter,
a natl0nally recognlzed architect. Cutter was born August 20, 1869, ln
Cleveland, ahl0; was educated at the Brooks Academy ln New York; and
later studled 1n Dresden, Germany, and Florence, Italy. Cutter came west
to Spokane 1n 1886, and worked 1n h15 uncle's bank. Soon, Cutter began to
practlce archItecture and lnterlor deslgn. H1S Skl11s were partlcularly
1n demand when Sp0Kane's buslness seetlon was rebul1t after a dlsastrollS
flre on August 4, 1889. In 1895, Cutter deslgned the Spokane County
Courthouse and by the turn of the century, he was bUl1dlng elaborate
rnanSl0ns for the local merchants, bankers, and mine operators who were
raklng ln tremendous wealth from the mlnes of British Columbla and
northern Idaho. Cutter later moved hlS practlce to Southern Californla.

A number of Cutter deslgned manSlons stl11 remaln in spokane, of WhlCh
the Campbell House lS one of the best preserved and,most authentically
furnlshed. Bullt in 1898 for an estlmated $75,000, the home would 'cost
about $225,000 to reproduce today.

The Campbell House was bua l.t for Amasa B. Campbell, a transplanted
easterner who proflted tremendously durlng the minlng boom 1n northern
Idaho durlng the last two decades of the Nlneteenth Century. Wealth
naturally concentrated ln Spokane because the Clty was the prlmary focal
point for commerce and transportation 1n the Inalnd Emplre, an area
comprls1ng much of eastern Washlngton, southern Britlsh Columbia, northern
Idaho, and western Montana. After 1887, Campbell and a partner, J. A.
Flnch of Youngstown, Ohio, purchased and developed such productlve Idaho
mlnes as the Gem and the Mace. Campbell was also a prlnclpal antagonlst
ln the 1892-1905 labor dlsputes WhlCh rocked the ffilningregl0ns.
Campbell's personallty was reflected In some of the home's elaborate
furnishlngs; ln the basement, for lnstance, were facl1ltles for playing
poker and bl11lards.

Mrs. Wl11,am Weaver Powell gave the Campbell House to the Eastern washingto
State Hlstorlcal Soclety In 1925 as a memerlal to her mother, Grace Fox
Campbell (Mrs. Amasa B. Campbell).

------- ------ - - ------ ------ - -----------------'- --- -------- - - ---



The Eastern Wash1nglon State H1stor1cal S0c1ety's ownersh1p of the Campbell
House guarantees the bU1ld1ng's future preservat10n and protection.
Furthermore, the Campbell House 1S one of the few Cutter des1gned homes in
Spokane open to the pub11c. To th1s day Cutter's many bU1ld1ngs g1ve
Spokane a certa1n flavor and un1queness not found 1n other c1t1es of the
Northwest.
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