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1. Name

a~orcommon Old Clty Hall

hl.'orlc Spokane Ci ty Hall Btn Idmg

2. Location
alreel & number N. 221 Wall St. & W. 711 Spokane Falls Boulevard net lor publlcallon

clty,lown Spokane

alala Washwgton

3. Classification

vlclnlly 01

code 53 county Spokane coda 063

Category
_ dlalrlcl
l bUlldlng(s)
_stNeture
_aile
_object

Ow ..... hlp
Lpubllc
_prlvala
_bolh
Public Acqulaltlon
_In process
_ being conaldered

Statua
_occupied
_ unoccupied
---.lL work In progreaa
Acceaalble
_ yes restricted
----'L yes unraslrlcled
_no

PreHnt U.e
_ agrlcufture
_ commercial
_ educational
_ entertainment
_government
_ Industrial
_military

_museum
_psrk
_ private residence
_religious
_ sclentllic
_ Irsnsportallon
Lolher renab. mprogress

4. Owner of Property
nsme Clty of Spokane (Attn: Mr. Terry Novak, Clty Manager)

street & number West 808 Spokane Falls Boulevard

clly,lown Spokane slale WA 99201-3333Vicinity 01

5. Location of Legal Description
courthouse. reglalry 01deeda, etc

clty.lown Spokane

street & number W. 1116 Broadway Avenue

Spokane County Courthoyse

state WA 99260

6. Representation in Existing Surveys
title Spokane Hi.st.or i.c Landmarks Survey has Ihls property been delermlned eligible? _ yes ----X...- no

counly llocaldate 1977 alalelederal

deposllory lor survey recorda Spokane Cr t.y Plan COffiInlSSlOO

City. town Spokane atale WA 99201-3333
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7. Description . , "
Condition
_ excellent
...Lgood
_fair

_ deteriorated
_ruins
_unexpoaed

ctNlck_
---.L unaltered
_ altered

c__
l original elte
_ moved date ---,N",o",v",e",m",be:>:Lr--,2",O",.,--,1..298"",,3 _

DellCrfbe the pre....,t andorf ...... '" known)phyalca'_ara_

The Old Clty Hall But l di nq , vacated In 1982 when the Clty of Spokane nnved
r t s qua rters to the renovated fo rmer Montgomery-Wards RUIl di ng, srts
squarely at the southwest corner of Wall Street and Spokane Falls Boulevard.
On the northern edge of the cIty's Central susmess ni strrct , Illordering
RIVerfront Park, the bur l dt nq cormines elements of both, the Commercial Style
and the Sulllvanesque or Chicago School as defIned in the works of such
autbor-t t t es as Whiffen, Rlumenson and Poppeliers. (See btb l t oqraphy .] It
IS stralght-f,ronte~, characterized by regular fenestration, flat-roofed with
a prnjec t t nq corm ce , and is divided into three vertIcal components which
correspond to the classic base, shaft, and capr tal of a column. the
t r t par t t t e system of articulation credited by rrost arcm tecture l historians
to Chlcago's LOUIS Sul l l van, SIted on a 19,946 I square foot lot, the
s ix-stor-y structure is articulated by eight symmetrical' bays along its 140
feet on C;pokane Falls Boulevard and seven symmetrical bays along its 142
feet on Wall Street.

The baSIC structure of the Old City Hall is post and beam, with a ~ed brick
masonry skin, using two interior masonry shear .ells'. The colunlns are of
cy l t ndr lc a l cast Iron, Iotllch support massive wooden beams, which in turn
support a wooden floor joist system. The plan IS ll-shaped , offering an
Interior l i qht well that .es once used as an exercise yard when the City
Ja i l was located In the reinforced concrete south wing of the bu11ding •.

qestlng fr rml y on a plinth of cut granite blocks, the flirst floor elevations
are done In a rust icated stretcher bond brick coursing, with recessed roor
and Wlndow opem nqs , The two nnst southerly openings on the Wall Street
facade have been filled In with a newer brick. The WIndows, all original,
are triple wooden, one-over-one, double-hung sash, resting on cast, concrete
si l l s , The spokane Falls Boulevard entrance has double wooden doors with
s t nql e l i qht s , s ide l f qht s over panels, and triple transom lights. 'The wall
Street entrance has two sets of double wooden doors with lights, with a
mullIon between each set and a larg~ single transom lIght. This entrance is
framed by cast concrete pI ers wi th recessed panel s that project from the
bUlldlng's facade plane. Along with twin console-like cartouches, they
support a pro.iec t t ng archt tr-eve , belt course and decorative hood, all of
paneled cast concrete. The four western door openings on Spokane Falls
Roulevard, orginally the city's firehouse, have overhead rolling wooden
garage doors, with transom lights and lighted panels in the doors
themselves. I
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~pparat1ng the f'i r s t and second floor plp.vations of the hur l dt nq lS ~ cast
co ncrete helt course from wInch ri SP the ITl:l ss 1ve h r1 C k p1ers tha t compr i se
the second through f1 fth floors' ve r t i c al elpment. These pt er s sr t on
s imul at ed cut qrarn t e plinths made of cast concrete and are topped hy cas t
concrete cartouches and capr te l s , The hays are spanned hy rpcessed, pane l ed
b m c k spandrels. The window opern nqs are atop the spandro t s , W1th concrete
s111s and paired wooden, one-over-one , doub l e-hunq sash W1ndows. All
hrickwork 1S done in stretcher bond coursing. An unbroken hr1ck archt t r-ave
si t s atop the masonry piers, spanrn nq the facades along the f1fth floor
header l t ne , supporting a cast concrete helt course, linch dt vr des the f1fth
and sixth floors.

The sixth floor's cast concrete sr l l s and window opern nqs hpg1n at thp hplt
course and are set in recessPd panels. The W1ndows are tr-i pl s Wlodpn,
one-over-one, double-hung sash , s tmi l ar to those on thp f t r s t floor. Thp
p1ers between each oppning cont1nue along the same axes as thnse below,
fo rmt nq a srrooth facade, save for the recessed W1ndow panels. Another cast
concrete bplt course, topped by a snoo tf course of na sonry , provides a
trans r tron from the verticality expressed by the facades bplow to the
ho r-i zontal t ty expressed by the bU11ding's cormce , The cornice 1S of
pressed tin with a pseudo-fleur-de-11 s pattern along 1tS r1dge, pai nted to
match the color of the cast concrete components used throughout the facades.
It is highlighted by dent11s ~long 1tS underside.

An unusual ex ter-i or feature of note t n the nld Cr ty Hall 1S the use of
hooded exterior roll-down shutters on the windows of the rear (alley)
plevat1On. These shutters are bel1eved to he thp only pxtant such W1ndow
treatment in ~pokane. Thpy will rpma1n 1n place ~fter reh~h111tat1On.

~1nce the Old CHy Hall was or1g1n~lly hU11t to be latpr converted 1nto ~
W~rphou5e, Hs intpr10rs were des1qned to he 1npxpenslVe, yet funct10nal.
~1gl11f1cant features 1nclude Alaskan 'larhlp 1n the lobhy ~reas nf the f1rst
floor, maple floor1ng throughout I11Jst of the upppr floors, fHeproof v~ults
on each floor, two passenger elevators and one fre1ght elevator, ~nd 1tS
1nterior 11ght well. Var10us parts of the 1ntenor have heen rerrodeled and
updated over the years, incl ud1 ng some 1111nor structural changes.
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8. Significance
Pertod
_ prehistoric
_1400-1499
_1500-1599
_1500-1699
_1700-1799
T 1500-1699
_1900-

A.... of Slgnlflcanc. Cllsc:k ..... J ... uty _w
_ srcheology-prehlstorlc _ community planning _ land8Cllp8 srchltectunt_ religion
_ srcheology-hlstorlc _ conservation _ law _ science
_ sgrlcultunt _ economics _ IItsnttunt _ sculp!unt
L srchlteetunt _ eclUClltIon _ milItarY _ soclall
_ sri _ snglnMrlng _' music: humanltarlen
_ commerce _ exploration/settlement _ philosophy _ theater
_ communlcetlons _ Industry l polltlClllgOYtlmment _ tnnaport8tlon

_ invention _ other (specify)

Speclflc dete. 1912-1913 Bullderl Architect Jul1us A. Z1ttel

It.tement of Significance (In one peregraphl

The Old City Hall Is slgnl flcant both historically and architecturally. It
served as Spokane's seat of city government lOr nearly 70 years, and as such
was the site of many events that have had an Important impact on the
ht stor tce l and social fabrIC of the Spekane area. Originally built as a
temporary home fo r the cIty's government until funds could be appropriated
for a grander structure, the but l di ng stubbornly held onto It:! origi na1
purpose, perhaps because of the austere conservatism that has been a
constant pattern In Spokane's ix>lltlCS throughout its hiStory.' Ironically,
thIS austerity has resulted in an excellent eKamp1e'of an architectural
style that was prevalent throughout most PiJlerican cities' in the late
nineteenth and early twentieth centuries, but in many cases, because of
econorm c or structural obsolescence, fell prey to the wrecking ball. As a
pm l ic bui l dmq In everyday use, the Old CIty Hall \\8S maintained in good
operating condi t ron , and \\8S never altered s'iqm ff cant l y , Save for some
minor nndt f icat ions , the structure remains largely in its orIginal
condr t ton , a well-preserved legacy of the Commerlca1 I Style and. Chicago
School of architecture, as Interpreted by a Pacific Northwest architect.

The Old City Hall owes much of Its style to the Chicago SChool, which is
appropri ate st nce Ju1 i us A. 7.1 tte1, the arcm tect, stu elied in Chicago
around the ti me of the movement's development. The buil dt ng' s WI ndows
occupy a large percentage of the facade areas, a hallmark of both the
ChIcago School and LOUIS Sul l t van vs buildings. Its sense of verticality,
ar t tcul at ed trtpart i te structure and ordered syrrmetry, are all elements of
the Chtcaqc School of ccnmerc i al architecture. Popularized by Louis
Sullivan, Daniel Burnham, John Root, and others, tile Chicago SChoo1)'18s the
fo rerunner of modern American commerci a 1 architecture. Its enphasis on lOrm
and prac t t ca l t ty was a radical departure from the ' eclecticism of the
Beaux-Arts tradition that pervaded AmerIcan architecturelin the nineteenth
century. Techno Io qtce l advances in steel and glass making, elevator safety
and cons t ruct ton techm ques enabled the commerical style architects ~ br i nq
Ameri ce its first skyscrapers. Structural steel frames liberated buildings
from the need fo r mass i ve masonry load-bearing Wills, allowing lOr broader
expanses of glass, greater heights, and more flexibility In interior
pl anrri nq , The Old City Hall departs from this practical austerity only
insofar as It exhib t ts rather restrained ornament in cast stone (as dicl
SullIvan's own works).
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~pokane's Old City Hall stands as one of the Clty'S unpor tant examples of
but l drnqs hea vr l y if nf l uenced by the Commercial Sty l e ,the Chlcago Schoo l ,
and Loui s Sul l i van vs constder ab l e contr-tbut l on to Arnerlca's urb an
architecture. Daniel Rurnham's Olrl National Rank RU11rling (1909), Hprmann
Preusse's Fernwp11 (1890), anrl ,John K. oow's Fmpire ~tate and August
Paulsen Bui l dt nqs (1900 anrl 1906) are other pxtant pxamples Wlth,n ~pokanp'~
central bus i nes s dt st r ict ; but the numer of these strucr ur es lS rel a t i vo l y
small. Fach represents an tmpor-tant example of the debt Spokane OWl'S, t n
i t s archltectural patr-mony, to the era dominaterl by the Chicago schoo t ,

Zi t te l was horn m Germany in lR69 and came to Arnerlca In lRR2. HI' studi ed
archltecture t n Chicago and camp to Spokane in lRR7, Iootlere hI' i m r i al Iy
worked for Hermann Preusse, a mtab l e parly-day Spokane archt t ec t , Tn lR93,
he became a partner of Preusse anrl together they des i qned many important
works of early Spokane architecture, most notahly Our lady of Lourdes
Cathedra 1 , the C.onzaga Co11ege RUll dl ng, (now the uni vers 1 ty' s
adrm m str-a tf on but l dr nq}, the Armory and St. Aloys ius ' Church. The fr rm
di s so l ved t n 1910. Zittel started hi s own pr act rce , formt nq var ious
pro tess tona l afflll at ions throughout the remal nrler of ht s architectural
career. Also active In buslness anrl clvic affalrs, he served as a
Vlce-President and later Preslrlent of C,t,zpns RUlldlng and Loan
Assccf at ion , was m the hotel bus i nes s as owner of the Spokane Hotel, and
was an adviser to two WashlOgton state governors on puhllC but l dr nq
programs.

The need for a new Cr ty Hall arose Iootlent n January of 1910 the Spokane Clty
Cormn Ss i 0 ners agreed to sell the theo- present Cl ty Ha11 to the ",1 waukee and
North Coast Rallroad to makp way for a new rlght-of-way. locatpd at Trent
and Howard, (Trent lS now Spokane Falls Roulevarrl), the slte <;old for
$352,000.00. Ouring the summer of 1910 thp C0l11l111S~10nersdellhpratpd on
varlOUS sltes and plan< for a new structure, and flnally ln February of
1911, through an emlnent domain proceerllng in ~uperior Court, acquired the
present slte for $219,335.00. ZltteJ was selected to draw plans for a
lavlsh elght-story bUlldlng wfth an adJoinlng flrehouse. Howevpr, the
Clty'S voters dld not concur wlth the Clty Coml111ssioners and soundly
defeated two ~eparatp hond issups that \'()uld have hepo requl red to pay for
the proposed structure. Lacklng puhllC ~upport, the commlSSlOners declded
to hU1ld a less grand Slx-story structure, US10g $100,000.00 from the Clty
Treasurer's coffers and issuing warrants for the balance.

------------ - - ---



.:W8 Form 10·IOC",
(7"'1) • •United States Department of the Interior
NatIonal Pari( Service

National Register of Historic Places
Inventory-Nomination Form
eonllnuallon sheet Item number 8 Page 3

Accept i nq the task at hand, Zlttel toned down ht s design In terms of cost
and appo t ntrnent s to fr t wi tht n tn s sca l ed-down budqe t , He designed the Old
flty l-ial1 so i t could be converterl into a warehouse when a newer, rrore
l ev i sf bm l di nq could hI' built, or t qr nal ty to have heen withln about fivp
years of i t s compl et ton , In May of lqp, a contract was, let to theM. f.
Murphy Co. for $239,335.00 to huild the structure. At the laying of the
cornerstone on October 26, lQ12, Mayor W. J. Hinc11ey statec1 to tbo se at
thp cererrony, (WhlCh was later followed by a parade), "It is built along
hUS1ness 11nes ••• <;Omerlay we hope to have a magn1 ficent struc tur e •••
WhlCh wlll stand as a nnnument to the cr ty for all t1me."0)

Iro m ca l l y , this "temporary" structure pnc1ec1 up heing Mayor Hindley's
"monument" for a11TOst 70 years, surviving several attempts to replace it
wlth ro r e roc1ern structures. Though not magnl flcent, the 0lc1 r.ity Hall lS
lnc1epd a rnnunent : to 70 years of a front i er town's devp10pment into a
modern, thr t Vl ng mPtropo11 s ,

0) Arctu tec t Looks Rack at Ci ty Hall, ~pokpsman Revlew, Novemher 10, lQR3.



• ge MeJor Bibllograp_h_ic_a_I_R_e_f_e_re_nc_e_s _• •
Hlstory of the Clty of Spokane and Spokane coun~ Washlngton,
Nelson Wayne" Spokane: S.J. Clarke Publlshwg pany, 1912.
(see attached contmuatlon sheet for other sources)
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'10. Geographical Data
AcIeage of nomlftllted propef1y 1ass than 0e..cn",e__
OuadrengJe name Spokane NW!Washmgton
UMT Relentncea

Quadrengle ecale 1:24 ,000

AW~~
Zone , Ealltlng Northing

C W UJ....Lw...J W-L..L.i...W
EW~~
G W- LL..l...J....W L..4.L.l..J...J

LL....Lw.J lLL....L..w..J
Eaatlng Northing

LL....Lw.J lLL....L..w..J
l....l..L..!... l...J...L....l.
l....l..L..!... I I I I I " I

V.rtolIl bouncIIIrr descrlptlon ..... Juatlfloatlon
Lots 1. 2, and the east \ of lot 3. Block 12, Resurvey and Addition to Spokane Fal l s;
according to ,plat recorded rn Volume "A" of Plats. page 1. in the City of Spokane, ~
Spokane County. Washington.
Uat all atetea 8IICIIoount'" for propertl.a overl8ppl ... atota or oounty bou..... rI.a

atate rita code countr code ,. , !

"
atote n/a code countr code "

Form Prepared By
~

11e "
nameltltle John P. Morrow , (edlted by Janlce W. Rutherford,

C,ty/Colloty H,storlC preservatJon Offlcer)

0'lll'nlz8tlon Coldwell BankerlWolff -Walker, Inc. dote November 28, 1983
i

_ .. numbllr S. 1213 Panes Road tolephone (509) 922-0833

cltv or town Spokane atote WA 99216

12e State Historic Preservation Officer Certification
The evalu8t8d algnJflcance of thla properlV within the atate la

_, notlona' __ atate '--x- loeal

As the clealgnotecl 6tote Hlatorlc Preservetlon Officer lor the National Hletorlc Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 8&-
865). I hel'llby nomlnato thla properlV for Inclualon In the National Reglater end certify thet " hee been evaluated
according to the ~Ie and proceClurea lI8I'forth by the National Parle 6elvlca.

State Hlatorlc Preservation OIflcer 1I1gnature

UUe State Historic Preservatlon Officer
~-r.:::'~"

date
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Rlumenson, .lohn ,J. G. Identif.l'in~ AmerlCan Architecture:
A Plctonal Guide to the ~tyles anrt Terms] lIiOO-lQ4. Aim'rican Association
for State anrl Local Hi story: Nashvi 1 ]P. 1978. p, 68.

Panek, Roger T. Amerlcan Architectural ~tyles 1600 - 1940. Architectural
Styles: flover, t-\C,. 1976. pp. 30-1 to 32-2.

Poppellers, John, Chambers, S. Allen, Jr., anrt Shartz, Nancy R.
I.Jh~t ~tyle Is It? Preservation Press: Washington, n. C. 191\3. Pp. 72-n.
IJhlffen, Marcus. American Architpcture Since 171\0: A Guide to the ~tyles.
MIT Press: r.~l'"hrlrtge, Mass. 1969. Pp. 183 - 200.
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Old. Spokane City Hall
Spokane, Washington
Photographer unknown
August, .198~

~'Washington State Office of Archaeology
and Hi~toric Preservation

Looking east along alley showing fire
protection system.
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Old Spokane City Ha:U ..,,,: .....
Spokane, Washington
Photographer unknown
August 1984
Washing!on S!ate Office of Archaeol~gy

and_H~stor~c Preservation

First~:floor .lobby area
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