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Narrative Description
Summary Statement
BUiltm 1890, the MIller Block ISone of Spokane's oldest and finest commercial buildings
embracing the Romanesque Revival style The pronunent parapet, projectmg ornamental
colonenes, sandstone voussoirs and terra cotta nnceau facade detail establish the MIller
Block as an excellent example of the Romanesque Revival style and the architect's creanve
adaptation of architectural elements Unlike more staid examples of the Romanesque
Revival style m Spokane, the detail on the Miller Block reflects prevaihng design trends
appeanng m Chicago before the tum of the century. These design trends led to
Romanesque styhng With broader, arched windows applied to commercial buildings that
became one of the hallmarks of the early Chicago style Above street-level, the MIller
Block's decorauve and umque facade ISwell-preserved and retains good mtegnty

1997 - Present Appearance and Condition
The four-story MIller Block IS located within Spokane's central busmess district and stands
on Lot II of Block 23 in the Spokane Falls Resurvey Additron Sandwiched among three,
four and five-story commercial buildtngs along the north Side of Sprague Avenue at West
808, the narrow MIller Block faces south It compnses a footpnnt measunng 50 feet Wide
and 85 feet deep With 4250 square feet on each floor A t1uck basalt foundanon supports
the building and houses a full basement The taller, five-story Whitten Block, built in
1890, IS attached to the MIller Building's east wall A narrow alleyway abuts the MIller
Block to the north, and an open courtyard and garage ramp border the burlding to the west.
In 1996, the MIller Block was rehabilitated With the installanon of ongmal wood sash
windows on the fourth floor facade and a contemporary-compatible storefront at street-level
thereby retunung the buildmg to eligible status for hsnng in the National Register of
Historic Places

Exienor
The four-story MIller Block nses nearly 65 feet to a corbelled parapet that conceals a flat
roof of built-up tar The parapet IS accentuated by a slightly taller center section and
consists of a narrow foliated sandstone course, a fneze band of recessed panels, a
decorative course of corbelled bnck, and sandstone coping Behind the parapet, the roof
slopes slIghtly toward the rear and supports an elevator-stairwell tower, an addmonal exit at
the northeast comer of the roof, mechamcal and air condiuonmg shafts and two enclosed,
vented skylights Red bncks laid in a common bond measure sixteen to twenty mches
t1uck and form the building's structural, bnck-beanng walls The north, east and west
elevations are clad m red bnck veneer while the building's facade IS covered With
decorative buff-colored pressed bnck veneer Found m Spokane only on the MIller Block,
the narrow, elongated buff-colored bncks are an unusual size measunng one and three-
quarters inches high by t1urteen inches long The facade of the MIller Building ISdivided
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symmetrically Into three verncal bays by varying fenestration and projecting ornamental
colonettes The second and third floor windows are vertical, rectangular-shaped, one-over-
one, double-hung wood-sash units The fourth floor window opemngs form serrucircular
arches and feature vOUSSOlrsof rock-faced hmestone Curved molded bnck reveals frame
the recessed one-over-one, double-hung wood-sash windows. Curved buff-colored bncks
are also used to create narrow, double pilasters (or colonettes) that nse from the third floor
and continue up through the rooflme The pilasters are decorated Withcarved, fohated caps
and supports The second and t1urd floors are separated by a deep, continuous band of
nnceau sculpted In sandstone. The terra cotta nnceau rests on a stringcourse of rock-faced
sandstone that forms hntels over second-floor windows A narrower stone stringcourse
runs above the nnceau and creates third-floor window sills Recessed fohated panels
separate t1urd and fourth-floor window opemngs The street-level facade of the MIller
BUilding features a centrally placed canted bay With contemporary-cornpanble storefront
design mcorporatmg plate glass windows, wood-paneled bulkheads, transom hghts and
arched double-entry doors

The west elevation of the Miller Building ISclad In red bnck veneer laid In a stretcher bond
With paired corbelled wall projections at the first and second floor Juncture, and supports
three rectangular, one-over-one, double-hung wood-sash windows at each level on the
second, t1urd and fourth floors A brick bndge controlled by the adjacent underground
parkmg facihty and designed to hold fluorescent signage IS attached to the west wall and
JOinSthe Miller Block to the three-story building to the west The rear, north elevation of
the Miller Block faces a narrow alleyway and consists of symmetrically placed one-over-
one, aluminum-clad, wood-sash windows at the second, third and fourth levels The
ground-floor windows are fixed multi-paned metal umts WIthwire safety-glass panes

Inienor
The interior of the Miller BUilding was removed In 1914, again dunng the 1980s, and was
rebuilt as a hotel dunng 1996-1997 Conternporary-cornpauble treatment features a first-
floor lobby, lounge, office and meeting room The ongmal stairwell and elevator shaft
anchored on the east wall have been renovated and rendered funcnonal A comdor leads
through the Miller Block's east wall and opens to the attached W1utten Block--an 1890 five-
story building also renovated for use as a hotel In concert With the Miller Block The
second, third and fourth floors of the Miller BUilding are exact duphcates of each other and
contam SIXhotel suites each along WIth the elevator shaft, stairwell and comdors that hnk
each floor WIth the adjacent W1utten Block Corresponding to the ongmal measurements,
ceihng heights In the first-floor lobby and upstairs hotel rooms exceed twelve feet The
basement ISfimshed With meeting rooms, enclosed mechanrcal-heatmg-elecmcal areas, the
stairwell and elevator shaft, and a comdor that leads to the Whitten Block



• •
United States Department of the Intenor
NabonaJ PaI1<servee

National Register of Historic Places
Continuation Sheet

Section 7, Page 3

The Miller Block
Spokane County, WA

1890, 1914, 1916, 1929 - Historic Appearance and Alterations
BUIlt In 1890, the MIller Block was ongmally wood-framed and finished In oak The
buildmg held street-level commercial space and upper-floor hotel rooms One-over-one
double-hung, wood-sash WIndows opened from the west and north elevations The
building's south facade was lit by large windows with semicircular arches on the fourth
floor and rectangular, vertical WIndows on the second and third levels. The WIndows were
all plam, one-over-one, double-hung, wood-sash units In 1914, the MIller Building's
support system and mtenor were rebuilt In an effort to strengthen, fireproof and preserve
the buildmg, the mtenor was completely removed to accommodate the Installation of
concrete-covered steel columns, concrete beams and concrete floors The upper floors
were converted from hotel to commercial space, the basement was deepened and finished,
and the mtenor was retnmmed In mahogany Early drawings and photographs from 1890,
1914, 1916, and 1929 depict the ongmal storefront With a central canted entry framed by
display windows. bulkheads, transoms and a cast-Iron lintel supported by square cast-Iron
columns. A circa 1916 photograph shows transom lights composed of pnsm glass and
shaded by scalloped, stnped awmngs

1973 to 1997 - Appearance, Alterations and Condition
In 1973, a two-story bnck building attached to the MIller Buildmg at the west elevation was
demolished and an open courtyard and garage ramp were Installed. The west elevation of
the MIller Buildmg was clad In new red-bnck veneer embellished With paired street-level
corbelled projections A bndge designed to hold fluorescent signage was Installed and
secured to the west elevation of the MIller Building Spanmng the courtyard and garage
ramp, the bndge IS also secured to the three-story building to the west of the MIller Block
In the 1980s, the mtenor of the MIller Burldmg was entirely removed leaving only the
building's shell consisung of masonry walls, concrete columns, concrete floors, an empty
elevator shaft and an open, unfinished, metal stairway on the east wall The facade's Iron
fire escape assembly, attached signage and first-floor WIndow awnings were removed,
however, the arched fourth-floor facade windows and ceiling skylights were retained The
ongmal street-level commercial bays, transom space and canted entrance were covered
WIth brown-bnck veneer, arched windows and a central entryway flush With the
buildmg's facade. In 1996-1997, sensitive contemporary-compatible renovation and
restoration work was uutiated resulting In the building's return to Its ongmal use as a hotel
The ongmal elevator shaft, east-wall stairway and arched fourth-floor facade Windows
were renovated and restored. Although not presently used, the two original skylights of
the MIller Block were repaired, vented and secured with a protective alurmnum covenng
designed to preserve them for future use A new contemporary-compatible first-floor
storefront WItha canted entry was rebuilt and rrurmcs the histone facade of the MIller Block
as seen In tum-of-the-century drawings and photographs of the building Even though
extensive mtenor and extenor alteranons have been made to the MIller Block, the buildmg's
facade above street-level retains good mtegnty conveying the architect's personal arnsnc
impnnt and mterpretanon of the Romanesque Revival style
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Narrative Statement of Significance
Summary Statement
BUIlt 10 1890, the Miller Block IS one of the finest examples of the Romanesque Revival
style seen on commercial burldmgs erected Immediately after the Great Fire of 1889 10
Spokane The MIller Block's decorative facade-embelhshed With finely molded brick and
stonework and mtncate nnceau rarely seen 10 Spokane--bespeaks the arnsuc skill and
creanvity of the building's architect, William J Carpenter. Eligible for hsnng 1D the
National Register of Histone Places under Cntenon C, the MIller Block ISsigmficant for Its
uruque use of archItectural details and embodies the creanve excellence of an accomplished
architect, The Miller Block was built for Spokane entrepreneur Stanley MIller, and was
later owned and operated for over 80 years by the Leonard-Ryan farruly and Anna Leonard
Ryan-van early Spokane businesswoman who achieved success 10 turn-of-the-century
Spokane at a time when the business world was donunated by men

Historical Context
Early Spokane
Founded 10 1873, the settlement of Spokane Falls consisted of a sawnull, a trading post
and a senes of unharnessed waterfalls Imnally named for the Spokane Indians who
regarded the falls as an Important fishmg Site, Spokane was also named for the cascading
waterfalls spilling forth from the Spokane River. By the late I870s, railroad routes hnkmg
Spokane to the Eastern Umted States were bemg lard, and Significant gold and Silver lodes
were discovered In the Coeur d'Alene rrunmg area north of the Spokane The town was
officrally designated In 1881 by the Temtonal Legislature and expansion was rapid dunng
the decade of 1880-1890 Settlers amved continuously and businesses muluphed In

Spokane's downtown core The commuruty grew and gained mcreasing recogrunon as a
center for numng, lumber, agriculture, and rail transport The area's econonuc climate,
along With nationally Improved financial conditions, led to a bustling burldmg boom, and
by the summer of 1889, frame structures were bemg replaced With more permanent and
imposmg bnck "blocks." On Sunday afternoon 4 August 1899, a huge fire devastated the
town destroying 32 blocks of the City'S business center The tragedy gave nse to a frenetic
and unparalleled penod of building, and embarked the City on a 30-year cycle of growth
and prospenty The MIller Block IS one of the few rernairung structures from Spokane's
Immediate post-fire building surge and symbolizes the explosrve rebirth of the City

Stanley Miller and the Miller Block
The MIller Block stands Just three blocks south and two blocks west of the intersecuon of
Howard and Front Streets (renamed Spokane Falls Boulevardj-the sue of Spokane's first
buildmgs Stanley Miller, a co-propnetor of the Spokane Ice Company, purchased Lot I I



• •
Unned States Department of the Intenor
National Park Service

National Register of Historic Places
Continuation Sheet

Section 8, Page 2

The Mille .. Block
Spokane County, WA

on Block 23 m 1887 He built a two-story frame structure with roonung Units over a first-
floor shop A handful of frame dwellings surrounded MIller's shop and roonung house
includmg Leydford Whitten's stores to the east, the Northern Pacific Livery Stable to the
west and the Falls City Opera House to the northeast In 1889, Spokane's Great Fire
spread through the City'S downtown core and destroyed Stanley MIller's two-story frame
buildmg, his neighbor's busmesses and nearly the enure downtown central business
distnct

Caught up m Spokane's post-fire expansion, Stanley MIller invested $26,000 In the
rebuildmg on his new MIller Block Located on one of the City'S busiest streets directly
across from the world-famous and lavishly appointed Davenport Hotel, the MIller Block
was erected m 1890--Just one year after the Great Fire of 1889 Three years later, Miller
succumbed to the econonuc depression of 1893 and lost his mortgaged MIller Block The
Dutch-owned Hypotheek Bank assumed title to the property until Darnel Drumheller, one
of Spokane's early mayors, purchased It In 1903 for $35,000. Eight months later,
Drumheller sold the MIller Block to Spokane nurung mdustnahst James Leonard

In 1906, the Sherman Gay MUSICCompany, a business speciahzmg m pianos, moved Into
the ground-floor commercial space of the Miller Block The upper three floors continued to
operate successfully as a hotel vanously called the New Jersey, the Comfort and the
Vernon In 1914, the Miller Block was redesigned by noted Spokane architect Albert Held
and rebuilt converung the enUre structure, except for the west end of the ground floor, for
use by the Sherman Clay MUSICCompany A 21 June 1914 Spokesman-Review article
notes the burlding was strengthened With steel and concrete construcoon and the basement
was deepened Sound-proof record and plano rooms, piano and Victrola display areas,
and an auditonum designed to accommodate 200 people were built on the first, second and
third floors The first three floors were finished With mahogany whrle the fourth floor was
equipped With a plano repair and refimshmg plant. In 1924, after an 18-year leasehold, the
music company relocated to West Riverside Avenue and the MIller Block's commercial
space was then occupied by Western Umon Telegraph, Spokane Northern Telegraph and
Distnct Telegraph companies With telegraph offices linked to Chicago, MIlwaukee and
Saint Paul located next door m the Whitten Block, and the star-studded Davenport Hotel
across the street, the West 800 block of Sprague Avenue and the MIller Buildmg teemed
With acnviry-from businessmen and travelers to umformed messengers and bicyclists.
Second-floor tenants m the MIller Building have included labor unions, the Arthur Murray
Dance StUdIO,the Business and Professional Women's Club and the Canadian Legion
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Anna Leonard Ryan
lames Leonard bought the Miller Block 10 1903 and died seven years later 10 1910 He
was survived by hIS wife Anna and their three young children In addinon to her all-
consuming dulles and responsibrhnes as a new single-parent and fanuly bread-winner,
Anna Leonard estabhshed herself as a successful and prorrunent Spokane busmesswoman--
an mcomparable accomphshment 10 early Spokane where men dorrunated the business
world She contmued to raise her three children, assumed her husband's propnetorship
role for the Miller Building, successfully managed Its tenants and gradually amassed
substantial wealth 10 real estate. After 20 years of Widowhood, Anna Leonard remarned m
1930. Her second husband, Edward P Ryan, was a noted Spokane businessman and Old
Nanonal Bank board member Anna's cluldren achieved prorrunence as well. Her
daughter, Margaret Rose, marned Robert Paterson who followed his father as president of
Spokane's Crescent Department Store. Her two sons, lames and Wilham, worked m the
rmmng industry, owned a rmmng and mortgage investment company and served as rrumng
board presidents The Leonard fanuly retained ownership of the Miller Buildmg for over
80 years and sold It 10 the rmd-1980s. Unnl recently, the Miller Block had enjoyed
contmuous business for nearly a century It remains a tangible rermnder of Spokane's
sigmficant econormc growth and the tremendous building boom that commenced after the
Great Fire of 1889

Architectural Significance (Criterion C)
The Miller Block ISone of Spokane's finest examples of the Romanesque Revival style of
arclutecture popular throughout the Umted States from the 1870s to 1900 The block's
exquisrtely detailed facade reveals design rarely seen in early Spokane burldings and
reflects the trend-settmg artistry of the architect. Designed by Wilham 1 Carpenter, the
Miller Block IS significant as the most extant Carpenter-designed commercial building
remairung 10 Spokane

Wilham J Carpenter and the Miller Block
Wilham 1. Carpenter was born 10 England and practiced arclutecture 10 Spokane for less
than two years from 1889 through 1890 Although he worked 10 Spokane for a short lime,
Carpenter designed several pronunent buildings Of Carpenter's rernarrung commercial
buildmgs, only the Miller Block's facade retains good mtegnty above street-level The SIX-
story Hyde Block on West Riverside Avenue was the largest post-fire building he
designed, but was demohshed 10 1979 Another landmark buildmg designed by Carpenter
ISthe Loewenburg Brothers Mercantile on the southeast comer of Spokane Falls Boulevard
and Howard Street The building was converted to the Coeur d'Alene Hotel 10 1910 and
has been altered substantially since then Another greatly altered building designed by
Carpenter IS the Wilson-Clark Buildmg Located on the southwest comer of Sprague
Avenue and Post Street, tlus hastily constructed two-story buildmg was erected after the
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Fire of 1889 and purchased by Lows Davenport. In 1903, Davenport rebuilt Carpenter's
Wilson-Clark Block and created the MIssIOn style Davenport Restaurant-Pennington Hotel
wmg of the Davenport Hotel In addition to commercial buildmgs, Carpenter designed SIX
residennal homes m Spokane and IS perhaps best-known for his design of the high-style
landmark Loewenburg Mansion m Browne's Addinon The Queen Anne style house
employs Romanesque Revival style arches and stone lmtels sirmlar to the Miller Block's
decorauve facade, and IS one of Spokane's finest residential buildmgs Of the other five
resrdennal homes, only the turreted Curne-Forrest House near Corbin Park remains

Styhsucally, Carpenter's buildings demonstrate a famihanty With the Romanesque Revival
style and a skill for mtroducmg vanety and detail rarely seen m post-fire Spokane
buildmgs Of the post-Victorian building styles that emerged m downtown Spokane on
Riverside, Main and Sprague Avenues after the Great Fire of 1889, the donunant style was
Romanesque Revival. Larger buildings on Rrversrde were generally plam except for
towers, parapet details and heavy wmdow surrounds Witlun t1us context, the Miller Block
was singular With Its mtncate terra cotta nnceau and finely molded buff-colored bnck.
Only the Review Buildmg-designed by Chauncey Seaton and completed one year after the
Miller Block-exhibits scroll work of comparable design In summary, the Miller Block IS
arclutecturally significant for ItSumque adaptation of the Romanesque Revival style and the
creative use of arnsnc details Of the mne commercial buildmgs designed by Carpenter, SIX
were destroyed and two were extensively altered The Miller Block, retanung good facade
mtegnty above street-level and conveying the architect's ongmal expression. IS the best
example of a commercial burldmg designed by Wilham Carpenter rernammg in Spokane
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Geographical Data
Verbal Boundary Description
Parcel Number 351830614
Resurvey and Addinon to Spokane Falls, Lot II, Block 23

Boundary Justification
The nonunated property includes the enure parcel and urban legal descnpuon which
contains the MIller Block
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Amended Items 1n Nom1nat1on:

Period of Significance
The penod of significance IS revised to add 1914
[The dates mark the date of construction and the date of significant alterations I

Th1s 1nformat10n was conf1rmed w1th L. McCroskey of the WA SHPO.

DISTRIBUTION:
Nat10nal Reg1ster property f1le
Nom1nat1ng Author1ty (w1thout nom1nat10n attachment)
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Maps
. USGS Map including the property's location and UTM references.

Photographs and Drawings
Eighteen (18) black and white photographs to include:

photograph number date of photo photographer negative location description
1 1890 drawing SFR 5 Aug. 1890 south facade
2 1916 unknown WWP, Spokane south facade
3 1997 L. Yeomans L. Yeomans southwest

comer and
facade

4 1997 L. Yeomans L. Yeomans south facade
5 1997 L. Yeomans L. Yeomans south facade
6 1997 L. Yeomans L. Yeomans south

storefront
7 1997 L. Yeomans L. Yeomans south facade
8 1997 L. Yeomans L. Yeomans south

storefront
9 1997 L. Yeomans L. Yeomans interior, front

lobby entry
10 1997 L. Yeomans L. Yeomans interior, first

floor elevator
11 1997 L. Yeomans L. Yeomans interior, first

floor lobby
12 1997 L. Yeomans L. Yeomans interior, first

floor lobby
13 1997 L. Yeomans L. Yeomans interior, fourth

floor south
wall window

14 1997 L. Yeomans L. Yeomans interior, fourth
floor closet

15 1997 L. Yeomans L. Yeomans interior, fourth
floor hallway

16 1997 L. Yeomans L. Yeomans interior, fourth
floor west wall

17 1997 L. Yeomans L. Yeomans interior,
stairwell

18 1997 L. Yeomans L. Yeomans basement
mechanical
room
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Photograph Number 1: Drawing of the Miller Block from 1890, south facade
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Photograph Number 2: Miller Block, south facade from 1916
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Photograph Number 3:
Photograph Number 4:

Southwest comer of Miller Block, 1997 photo
South facade
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Photograph Number 5:
Photograph Number 6:

Southwest facade, 1997 photo
South facade, street-level storefront detail
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Photograph Number 7:
Photograph Number 8:

South facade upper-level detail, 1997 photo
South facade street-level storefront detail
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Photograph Number 9:
Photograph Number 10:

Front lobby, south wall, first floor, 1997 photo
Front lobby, east wall, first floor elevator, 1997 photo
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Photograph Number 11:
Photograph Number 12:

First floor, lobby looking south, 1997 photo
First floor, lobby, 1997 photo
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Photograph Number 13:
Photograph Number 14:

Fourth floor hotel room, south wall and window
Fourth floor hotel room, southwest comer
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Photograph Number 15:
Photograph Number 16:

Fourth floor hallway
Fourth floor hotel room, west wall and window
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Photograph Number 17:
Photograph Number 18:

Stairwell, east wall, photo 1997
Basement mechanical room, photo 1997
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