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DNAME
HISTORIC Ham-McEachern House
AND/OR COMMON

Oatman Res1dence
DLOCATION

STREET &. NUMBER

Southwest corner of Pine and Fifth Streets NOT fOR PUBLICATION
CITY TOWN

Latah VICINITY OF

CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT

#5 - Thomas Foley
STATE lIashlngton CODE

53
COUNTY CODESpokane 063

DCLASSIFICATION

CATEGORY OWNERSHIP STATUS
X-OCCUPIEO (surmers )

PRESENT USE
_DISTAICT

X BUILDINGISI

_ STRUClUH[

_SITE

_OBJECT

_PUBLIC

..!PRIVATE

_80TH

PUBLIC ACQUISITION

_UNOCCUPIED

_WORI< IN PROGRESS

ACCESSIBLE
_ YES RESTRICTED

_ YES UNRESTRICTED

_NO

_AGRICULTURE

_COMMERCIAL

_EDUCATIONAL

_ENTERTAINMENT

_GOVERNMENT

_INDUSTRIAL

_MILITARY

_MUSEUM

_PARK

]PRIVATE RESIDENCE.

_RELIGIOUS

_SCIENTIFIC

_TRANSPORT A nON

_OTHER

_IN PROCESS

_BEING CONSIDERED

DOWNER OF PROPERTY
NAME Almeda McEachern Oatman
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_---,-,----==----:.7.::0~7~W~est 5th Avenue ----------------,=c;c--------
CITY TOWN STATE

WashlnqtonSpokane VICINITY OF

I1LOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION
COURT HOUSE
REGISTRY or DEEDS ETC Spokane County Courthouse
STREET & NUMBER

W 1116 Broadway
CHY TOWN

Spokane
STATE

Washjngton
IIREPRESENTA TION IN EXISTING SURVEYS

TiTlE

none
DATE

_FEDERAL _STATE _COUNTY LOCAL

DEPOSITORY FOR
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CITY TOWN STATE
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BDESCRIPTION • • . .
CONDITION CHECK ONE CHECK ONE

~ ORIGINAL SITE

_MOVED 0"1[ _

X_ EXCElLENT

_GOOD

_FAIR

_ DETERIORATED

_RUINS

_ UNEXPOSED

__ UNAl TEAED

~ALTEAED

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWNI PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

While there are older homes wlthin the city limits of the small rural community of Latah,
none can compare wlth the architectural skill and excellent condltion of the Ham-

, McEachern House. The house exhlbits the charm of Queen Anne styllng popular ln Eastern
Washington prlor to 1890, combined with the placldity of small town landscaping.
The Ham-McEachern house lS located in the residential dlstrlct in the northwest sectlon
of Latah. The house occuples four large lots. each 60 feet by 120 feet, on the corner
of Plne Street (north-south) and 5th Street (east-west). The house faces Pine Street
wlth ltS secondary facade on 5th. At the rear of the house lS a vacant bushy area
sloplng down to Spruce Street. This area, before the turn of the century, was the slte
of the town Jail. The former jall has been relocated to the Oatman property and is
currently used as a shed. The two lots on Pine Street are landscaped.
Across 5th Street, on the north, is a contemporary church. Dlagonally across the inter-
section lS a vacant lot, site of the former German Evangellcal Church. On the east slde
of Plne lS a house of the same vlntage as the Ham-McEachern residence but lacklng the
quallty of the nomlnated property. South of the Oatman residence is a frame house of
the same period.
The Ham-McEachern house lS a two story, balloon frame house with shiplap slding ornamented
by overlayed patterns on wlndow surrounds and assorted scroll and spool details ln gables
and porches. A maJor feature of the house lS the use of fancy butt shingles ln a con-
tinuous band, connecting porch roofs at the second floor level. The bUlldlng has an
lrregular floor plan and a complex roof plan. Irregularity' lS added by three bay windows,
front porch, and addltlons at the rear of first and second floors. The bUllding is pre-
dominantly cross-gabled and the juncture of the two gables is llnked in front by a
truncated hlP roof coverlng the front porch. The entry porch is just north of the maln
gable facade, its roof forms a second floor o~en porch.
The several bay windows (one each on the north, south and east facades), have bellcast
pent roofs, shlngled ln a varlegated pattern. The porch roof, upper gable face and maln
roof all have the same green shlngles, contrasting with the white body and trlm color.
The bays protrude squarely from the face of the structure. The central wlndow ln the
west bay contains a large light with upper and slde llghts; narrow flanking llghts are of
colored glass. Wlndows on the sides of the bays are narrow and double-hung, the balance
of the windows are double-hung with a single light ln each sash The two-panel front
door lS a replacement for the origlnal. Window ornament ln the bays includes a saw-
toothed relief pattern immediately below the decorative cornlce. Drop pendants from the
rellef are circular and decorated with a flve-polnted star, and bracket the wlndow
openings. Rectangular panels decorate the area below the wlndow openlng. Each rectangle
has narrow plank sldlng layed dlagonally; ln the longer panels the dlagonals reverse to
create a chevron pattern. Eaves of the small bays are supported by palrs of scroll sawn
brackets. Other cornlces are boxed and decorated but are not supported by brackets.
Ornamental detall lS enhanced by diminutlve cresting above the bays. Crestlng 1S of a
fleur-de-l1s pattern and flnlals are located on the corner and center of each row. In
the prlnclple gable face, scroll sawn bargeboards begin above the bays and move upward to
the peak, being jOlned at the apex by a row of turned fixtures resembllng a small balus-
trade. The uppermost trlangular segment of the gable decoratlon lS pierced by an 1nverted,
scalloped, arc.
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The inter10r of the house is relatively unaltered and features a foyer opening onto the
front parlor and din1ng room. The rear parlor (11ving room) is to the rear of the front
parlor and opens 1nto the k1tchen through an archway. The dining room opens 1nto the
k1tchen through a second archway. The stairs to the basement are located through a door
1n the south arc. On the north rear 1S the pantry and first floor bathroom. The upper
floor has four bedrooms, three of which open on to the stair hall. The rear or west
bedroom can be entered either from the north bedroom or the bath at the rear of the house.
The bath 1S access1ble only from the rear and south bedrooms.
Rooms are f1n1shed in plaster w1th fir floors. The foyer 1S ornamented w1th Cal,forn1a
redwood sta1rs and w1ndows. Wainscott1ng 1S also redwood The decorative features of
the doorway surrounds are term1nated by square bordered rosettes. Changes are few.
In the early 20th century, an exter10r rear veranda on the southwest corner was converted
to the bath and pantry off the kitchen on the f1rst floor and the bath and large closet
of the second floor. Kitchen alterat10ns circa 1925 1nclude a sink and 11noleum.
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X_POll Tt CS/GOVERNM ENT
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The small towns of Eastern Wash1ngton were v1tal and act1ve centers of commerce and
soc1al llfe. From the 1890's to the 1920's, many of these small towns have faded out of
eX1stence. Latah, about 20 m1les southeast of Spokane, is an except10n The best rem-
nant of Latah's v1tal years 1S the Ham-McEachern residence, a fine Queen Anne house in
an excellent state of preservation. It was built 1n 1886 by D. T. Ham, co-founder of
Latah's f1rst store, who became one of the most influential pol1tical and bUS1ness leaders
1n Washington Just after the turn of the century. The next major owner of the property
was W1ll1am McEachern, Latah's first banker. The home has been closely related to
Latah's and Spokane County's commercial and political h1story. Today the house is the
outstanding res1dence of the commun1ty.
Latah is a small wheat farming town located on what was the old stage route from Spokane
Falls to Colfax. The town developed after 1880, replac1ng the orig1nal post off1ce
community of Alpha. Founded on B. F. Coplen's homestead, 1nterest 1n Latah was attracted
1n part by Coplen's di,cov?ry in 1878 of a substantial number of Columb1a elephant bones
(eventually reassembled and pl~ced on display in the Ch1cago Museum of Natural History).
The promot1on of land sales began after this healthy burst of fame.
Coplen's homestead prov1ded most of the or1g1nal town lots. The Ham-McEachern house was
located on the northwest edge of the original plat of the town of Latah. The town's spurt
of 9rowth had brought Edw1n Ham and h1S son Dav1d T. Ham to the commun1ty 1n 1883. They
bU1lt the f1rst store (general merchandise) shortly thereafter. Th1S humble beg1nnlng
created one of the most 1nfluential fortunes in the area
The f1rm flrst spread 1tS commerc1al enterprise further 1nto the Palouse H1lls, a reg10n
of ri ch wheat land. Father and son prospered after the arrival of the ra t lrnad t n 1887.
It enabled them to compete 1n many other small commun1ties such as Elberton (Nat1onal
Reg1ster - 1977) 1n Wh1tman County, 25 m1les to the south. More importantly, the llne
also connected them directly to the Couer d'Alene silver m1nes. Also by 1887, David Ham
began to llve part of each year in Spokane where he became a land developer. H1S 1nterests
extended to many of the earl1er bU1ld1ngs 1ncluding the or1ginal Rookery and L1ndelle
BU1ldings. He was also the developer of Falrmount, the most prom1nent cemetery 1n the
C1ty.
A major pol1t1cal f1gure in Eastern Washington, D.T. Ham grew from a handsome young man
w1th a rather overwhelming walrus moustach to a distin9uished flgure marked by h1S grey
King George V beard. He was reputed to run the Republican party 1n Spokane and Eastern
Washlngton prlor to World War I. Ham's pol1tical acumen ga1ned v1ctor1es for h1S party
and 1tS factions In 1925, his skill was rewarded by h1S appolntment as U. S Marshall(ror Eastern Wash1ngton. Presldent Harding's favor was repeated by Cool1dge ln 1929.

\pur1ng the 1930's he was also a County Comm1ssioner of Spokane. Among his many other
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lnterests, he had tlme to asslst ln the found1ng of the Eastern Wash1ngton Histor1cal
Soc1ety, he was pres1dent of that organizat1on 1n 1920-21.
From h1S b1rth 1n M1nnesota 1n 1857, through h1S fam1ly's Journey west 1n covered wagons,
to h1S last years as U. S. Marshall, Dav1d Ham led one of the most excit1ng llfet1mes
ever afforded a publlC flgure 1n the area. Ham's death in 1937 terminated the career of
one of the region's outstandlng p1oneers.
Ham owned the house from the tlme of its construction in 1886 until 1905. The next
promlnent owner of the home was Wllllam McEachern. McEachern founded the Bank of Latah
ln 1889, erectlng the present bU1lding in 1906. H1S own personal fortune and that of
the bank grew with the 1nflux of European imm1grants 1nto Central and Eastern Wash1ngton
after 1900. The railroad and 1mproved roads had accelerated the growth of r1ch farm
commun1ties. These towns, and the1r merchants' wealth, grew proport1onately with 1mproved
transportat1on until the Great Depress1on. McEachern's f1nanc1al skill was demonstrated
by the longevlty of his firm 1n the m1dst of cr1sis, while many other 1ndependent banks 1n
the area falled, McEachern's Bank of Latah closed only dur1ng the 8ank Hol1day of 1933.
He personally contlnued operat1on of the bank until 1935.
McEachern played a key role 1n the community, taking part at var10US t1mes 1n C1ty govern-
ment and church actvit1es as well as develop1ng local 1nterest in orchards and gardenlng.
H1S w1fe, Ann1e Tuck McEachern, was the planner of the extens1ve landscaping of the home,
now somewhat reduced The1r daughter, Edna McEachern, was a mus1cal prod1gy who played a
slgn1f1cant role 1n development of mus1cal interest in Latah. Wlth a doctorate 1n mUS1C
from Columbia Un1vers1ty, she returned to the commun1ty 1n summers and durlng her later
years.
The home 1S presently owned by another daughter of the McEacherns -- Almeda McEachern
Oatman. Mrs. Oatman is resident in the house during the summer months. Her present w1ll
bequeaths the home to the Southeast Spokane County Histor1cal Society
The home 1S a slgn1f1cant remnant of the symbols of success acqu1red by prosperous
bJSlneSSmen 1n rural Washington. Its reserved styl1ng, rare 1n many res1dences bU1lt by
equally affluent property owners elsewhere ln the state, and its placement on spac10us
grounds, serve to demonstrate rural elegance in the late 1800's.
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VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION

The Ham-McEgchern property consists of four adJacent lots, each 60 feet by
120 feet, on the southwest corner of Plne and fifth Streets in Latah, Washington.
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