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0 Educational 0 Military rs RelIgiOUS

0 Entertainment 0 Museum 0 SCientific .
'4' OWNER9F PROPERlY ~l ",

OWNER'S NAME , ::;; •-<
Sookane Chu~~;, '" >

Un~tarian
en -<
::t "STREET AND NUMBER I"

West 321 8th Ave~"o i5
CITY OR TOWN STATE I rOOF

n-
O

spokane ,.•. -'-' I 53
:>

Is.' LOCATION OF LEG~.L DESCRIPjl'ION "

COURTHOUSE REGISTRY OF DEEDS ETC n

~
0

Spokane Countv Courthouse
c
z

ST_REET AND NUMBER
0 -<"" <

West 1116 Broadwav '":>
CITY OR TOWN STATE CODE '"

Spokane Washington 53
1~.'::J.~.FI'RE5EtlTATlQJ'l IN EXISTING SURVEYS

. . .
TITLE OF SURVEY "z

Spokane Metropolitan Transoortat~on StudY
-<
n 'n

1968 [l9 Federal [l9 State ag County ua Local
-c 0

OATE OF SURVEY Z '"
DEPOSITORY FOR SURVEY RECOROS

C Z< '0

Spokane C~ty Hall
• ~
" cn ~

STREET "NO NUMBER m

North 221 Wall Street
0z

STATE, - I- r: I

CITY OR TOWN
CODE -<

Snokane Washinnton I 53 0
>. -<
"

• ''I I

'"
z
o

I-

U

:::l

0::

I-

'"z

w
w

,-



)1~7"c::7=:: "-~ . .,...-.--.-~.I------~D€,CRIPTION

CONOITION

(Check One)

o Detltrlorof.d[ll Go.. o RUins 0 Unexposedo Excellent o Fellr

I
(Check One)

o Moyed 6B Onglnal SIteUS! Altered
(Check One)

o Unaltered

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT ANO ORIGINAL (It mown) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

Built in 1888, the Glover House was reportedly the first maJor effort
by famed Spokane Arch1tect, K1r!land Kelsey Cutter. The three-storey
manS10n remains much the same as when first erected; but kitchens have
been modified, six bathrooms added and an elevator 1nstalled.

The lower exter10r portion of the house is rubble-squared granite,
whereas the upper storeys are half-t1IDbered. The twenty-two room
manS10n also has four chimneys, and each is 11nked and pierced.

The hornehas numerous overhang1ng gables, and the main roof above the
front entrance 1S of the bellcast gable type. All the roofs are
shingled.

Descr1bed 1n a clockwise fash10n and beginning w1th the northwest
corner, the features of the house are as follows: First, there 1S
an entrance to a carriage porch. Next, there 1S a double-door main
entrance and a porch - above wh1ch 1S a large semi-circular arch made
of stone. D1rectly above th1s arch are a set of bay w1ndows. Most
of the windows on the front, as well as throughout the build1ng, are
of the casement type; but there are exceptions. On the front are
lccated two second-storey port hole w1ndows. Many of the w1ndows on
the front and throughout the horne are also leaded. Completing the
front face of the bU11d1ng are a shed dormer on the roof and a lesser
gable on the northeast end.

The east end of the house has a large ground-floor
storey sleeping balcony and a double-gabled roof.

t

porch ...a second-

The south side has ~oth a smaller and a larger gable, pl9B two ch1m-
neys. !

The west side has two gables; the f1rst one 1S large, but the second
1S a small dormer-balcony with pediment. Beneath is the;carriage
porch. ,
The 1nter10r has an impos1ng hall wh1ch stands two storeys high and
1ncludes a mezzanine. Included on the second-storey portion of the

)hall 1S a wood-carv,ed balcony wh1ch overlooks from a second-floor
master suite. Originally, the walls were hung with blue tapestry.
Elaborate sta1rways were also built throughout the house and lion
heads were carved dn the marble fireplace. The house was, and still
1S, opulent; and i~terestingly, even the windows in the kitchen pantry
are leaded. Although electr1c1ty was ava11able when the'mansion was
constructed, light~ were added later.r
The arch1tect had the responsib111ty of furn1sh1ng the horne and even
traveled East to find select1ons. Although a number of purchases
were made, the balAnce of the furniture was spec1ally made to fit
the size of the ro::'rnsand to match the golden oak wOodwofk. Newspapers

,,
"

m
m

z

-I
;0

c::
n
-I

o
z



- -------

)"

~ Fo~m 10-'30&1-
(July 1969)

UNITED SIAl&PARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
N~AL PARK SERVICE

I

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES

INVENTORY. NOMINATION FORM

COUNTY

Spokane
FOR NPS USE ON=,Lyi-----l

ENTRY NUMBER I DATE(Continuation Sheet)

Spokane Unitarian Church
#7 - Descr~ption

of the t~me reported the cost of these furnishings to be somewhere
between $80,000 and $100,000.

S~nce 1943, the mans~on has been owned by the Spokane Unitar~an Church.
Although the building is in good condition, it does have two faults.
F~rst, the roof is unsubstantial. And second, the foundat~on on the west
end has settled, probably caused by the additional weight of the second
and third-storey extensions over the carriage porch.

t, ...
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SPECIFI C O. TElsJ (11 Applicable and Known) 1888
AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE (Checlr One or MOre e. Appropriate)

Abor Iglnol 0 Education , 0 PolitIco I , 0 Urbon Planning
0 Prehlstotlc o Englne.rlng 0 RelIgIon/Ph,. iii Other (SP(fclfy)
0 H,Sforlc 0 Industry losophy Loca] History0 Agriculture 0 Invention , , 0 SCIence '[ .

iil Archltectur. 0 Londscope 0 Sculpture
0 A" Arch,tec'ure 0 Soclal/Humon_
0 Commerce 0 Literoture

"onon
0 Communications 0 MIlitary 0 Theoter
0 Conservation 0 Mus,c 0 Tronsportotron

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

James N. Glover, long noted as the "founding father" of Spokane,
arr1ved 1n the area in 1873, and purchased 160 acres from a pa1r of
horse thieves, who had come to th1s lonely region to escape the law.
Located adjacent to the falls of the Spokane River, Glover bU11t a
store and began trad1ng W1th the Indians for furs.

TO help get a town going, Glover offered forty acres of free land
the owner of a sawm111 located near present-day Rathdrum, Idaho.
owner accepted and moved h1s operat10n to Spokane Falls. Desp1te
generos1ty and siffi11aracts - or perhaps because of them - Glover
prospered; and so did Spokane. In t1me, Glover's 1nterests 1ncluded
not only the development of the Couer d'Alene m1nes 1n Northern Idaho,
but financ1ng as well. By the late 1880's, Glover was a mil110naire
and pres1dent of a bank. It was at this t1me (1888) that Glover built
his mansion wh1ch was commensurate w1th his new status •.

to
The
this

The panic of 189~, however, drove Glover nearly to bankruptcy; and he
eventually lost ppssession of the mansion. The owners S1nce that t1me
have been: FrankjH. Graves, a lawyer (1898-1904); Charles Sweeney, a
ffi1neowner (1904-~908); Patr1ck Welch, a contractor (1~08-1943);,and
the Spokane Unitarian Church (1943- present).

At the t1me of construct10n, the house was located outs1de of town, at
the end of a diri road that wound through pine trees to the base of
the basalt cliffd that r1nged the commun1ty. Ind1ans still occasionally, ,
roamed this area;, and Mrs. Glover disl1ked being left ~lone in the
house. Stone fo~ the structure came from a quarry near the little
Spokane RJ.ver, t.{nmaLes to the north. Although 1he house had an

" ,unusually 1mpress1ve baron1al hall, the features most noted at the t1me
of construct10n were the three bathrooms - placed ins1ae!,

Glover's mansion ~as des1gned by K1rt1and Kelsey Cutter, Spokane's
famous Architect. Th1S fact is all the more sign1ficaot when 1t is
noted that th1S was probably Cutter's f1rst major architectural effort.
After the construction of Glover's home, Cutter-designJd mans10ns, ,qU1ckly became popular among Spokane's well-to-do - particularly the
ffi1n1ngmagnates •• Obviously, it was a big undertaking' to build such
pretent10us homes in th1s small frontier C1ty that had so few crafts,

f .... _-
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and materials.

Cutter also rece1ved cons1derable recogn1t10n for h1s commercial arch1-
tecture - part1cularly after 1889, when a number of new bUS1ness
bU11d1ngs were erected to replace those lost 1n Spokane's great f1re.
Eventually, Cutter moved to Southern Ca11fornia where he cont1nued his
pract1ce.

In conclus10n, a ser1es of Kip(land Cutter manS10ns st111 exist in
Spokane and are, in fact, something of a trademark for the city. The
f1rst to be erected, the Glover House, rema1ns well preserved and still
stands as one of the grandest of all.
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.Bean, Margaret.
1956.

"Mans10ns of Old Spokane." Spokesrnan-Rev1ew, December 2,

City of Spokane, records.

Eastern Washington State H1storical Society files, Cheney Cowles Mernor1al
Museum, Spokane, Wash1ngton.

Fahey, John. The Ballyhoo Bonanza.
,0."

Seattle: University of Wash1ngton
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!LlST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING ST"'TE OR C~UNTY BOUNDARIES

STATE CODE COUNTY COOE

STATE CODE COUNTY CODE

STATE CODE COUNTY CODE

STATE COOE COUNTY COOE

NAME AND TITLE

Allan N
ORGANIZATION

Spokane Uni t"r~ .~ . \

OA ...E

. 4/17170
STREET AND NUMBER

.'
r

As the designated Stale Liaison Officer for the Na-

t ional Histone Preservation Act of'l1966 (Pubhc Law
89-665), 1 hereby nommate this pro~erty for mclus ion
in the Nahonal Regrater and cerhfy that rt has been

evaluated accord ina to the .c-iterra and procedues set

forth by the Nahonal Park Service ~ The recommended

level of srgrufrcence of thrs eommancn 18'

Nahonal 0 State 0: Local GO

Name("lf;Jl4f&k
Charles H. Od~ar~ ,

Title Director - Washington State
Parks & Recreation "Commiss1.on Keeper 01 The Natlonpl Reg/Bier
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I hereby certtfy that tmB propert~ IS mcluded I.Jl the

NBhonal Regmter

Director, Ollice 01 Archeolog,. and HI.,orlc Pr ••• ry.don
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Ka1ez, Jay J. Saga of a Western Town ••• Spokane. Spokane: Lawton
Printing, Inc., 1972.

Spokane County, records, Spokane, Washington.

,
,

GPO ,r.t.7l4



NPS Form ,o-~
(7"') .. •

United States Department of the Interior
National Park Service

National Register of Historic Places
Inventory-Nomination Form

•
ContJlluatJon sheet Item number - 11 1 Page 1

PROPOSED AMENDMENT
National Register Property: James N. Glover Ilous e

IJest 321 Eighth Avenue
Spokane, ~A 99204

Current Ow ne r : Uni tari all Chu rch of Spokane
W. 321 s t.h Avenue
Spo~ane, IIA 99204

Proposed Cilange: Tilat the stateolcnt of slgnificance be expanded to include
tile entire grounds of tile Glover House property.

Justif1cat10n: The James tL Glover House was one of the first bu i ldlnq s
i n Sp o ka ne to be norai ua t ed to the National Register in
lY70. And rightfully so, for it was the Ilome which bore
test1rnony to the phenomenal success of the "rather of
Spokane", James il. Glover. At the time, however, the
text of the nominat10n om1tted treatment of the entire
property parcel on Wh1Ch tile Ilouse sits, 1ncluding once
beautifully landscaped and terraced grounds, drives
curbed IIith stones, curvi ng concrete steps, and an
impressive cut granite garden wall wllich still runs the
length of the or1ginal property. The remnants of this
landscaping bear considerable historical significance as
an integral part of James Glover's architectural legacy
to tile City of Spo~ane.
Co n t eup o r ary accounts state t ha t in 1888 James Glover
bought from the Nortllern Pacific Railroad, a large tract
of 1 and wh ich extended from Hashi ngton Street to ~cCl ell an
Street and bac~ to tile rinrock (the cliff of Spokane's
South H111).
A 1977 interview witll a descendant of the Patrick Welch
IIho own ed the property from 1906 to 1943, reveal ed that
during tile Welch's tenure, the grounds were elaborate
e no uq h to requ i re the services of two full time gardeners.
There were tenn1S courts, a green house, an orchard, and
vast lawns. At least four wells were located on the
property.
Photographic cV1uencp indicates that the formal land-
scaping and tile construct10n of the beautiful gran1te
garden v a ll wn ich runs along Eighth /lvenue, were a ccon-
plished soon after Kirtland K. Clltter COMpleted the
res1dence. A very early pllotograph shows the cut edge
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•
Contlnuationsheet James N. Glover House Item number - All Page 2

of the newly graded 8th Avenue with a lIooden picket
fence just above it; but a phot09raph which was included
in a Souvenir Booklet from the Spokane Falls Exposition
of 1890 (a year after the building was completed) shows
the lawns, steps and drive already completed and groomed.
While this latter photograph does not include the area
Ilhere the stone wall is located, the finished appearance
of the portion of the grounds which does appear would
1ndicate that the wall had already been built.
In any case, the stone wall, the elaborate beds, and the
manicured 1 awns we rc certai nly v el l establ ished by 1908
when Patrick Welch took possession of the mansion. A
ser1es of photographs taken by Spokane's famous Charles
A. L1bby in 19Q8 (three of Ilhich are enclosed) reveal
the grandeur of the estate at that time.
The Glever lIouse grounds have diminished to the one acre
now ownea by the Unitarian Church of Spokane and thcy
have changed considerably. The Church added a new chapel
building d oun the slope to the northeast of the house,
and the lush and sllapely flower beds on the east portion
of the grounds have been lost to necessary walks and
stairways and to another property owner. But the stone
wall vh i ch has a lvay s articulated the property and de-
fined its manor-like setting rema1ns, an important part
of Spokane's patriwony.

Sources: Eastern t.a s h t nq t o n State Illstorical Society.
Photograph Collection. Spokane.
Ha rr i so n , Polly "ilson. l n t erv t ev s w i th Patty Houff. Spokane.
Fall, 1976 and Spring, 1977
o ' I~ell 1, I,:a rj 0 ry H i1son.
l n t e rv r cvs w i t h Patty Houff. Spokane. Fall, 1976 and Sp r i nq ,
1977.
Spokesl;an Reviel'. Dcccidber 2, 195G.
Souvenlr of tile ilortllwestern Industrial Exposition, Spokane Falls,
\,ash11l\lton. OctoLer 1st to I~ovember 1st, 1890.
Buffalo, H.Y.: Ha t h cws , l.or t h rup and Company Art Pr i n t t nq "orks,
1l>9lJ.

Ullital"lan ehUrC'l of Spokane. Photograph Collection. Spokane ..
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JAMES N. GLOVER HOUSE
SPOKANE, WASHINGTON
CHARLES LIBBY PHOTOGRAPH
) 908

COpy NEGATIVE: CITY/COUNTY HISTORIC
PRESERVATION OFFICESPOKANE

STON' .A" "'NOTNG 'ORT. 0' 'RO'T lA'N.
SIDEWALK TO THE NORTH, AND EIGHT AVENUE,VIEWED FROM THE EAST



•
October 26, 1983

Ms. Carol D. Shull, Ch1ef
Nat10nal Register Branch
Interagency Resources D1v1s1on
Nat i.onaI Park Servi.ce
1100 L Street, Room 6209
Wash1ngton, DC 20240

Dear Ms. Shull.

Pursuant to your request, I would Li.ke to submi t, a more app roprrat.e
boundary descr1pt10n for the James Glover House 1n Spokane, Wash1ng-
ton. Please use the enclosed anfo rmataon to supplement the ori.ga.naL
1973 nom1nat10n.

S1ncerely, I
Mark L. Brack
Arch1tectural H1stor1an

dw
Enclosure



•
JAMES GLOVER HOUSE
Spokane, Wash1ngton

Verbal Boundary Descr1pt10n

The north 200 feet of the east half of Block "N," the north 200 feet
of Block "0," and the North 200 feet of the west 50 feet of Block "P"
of the Second Add1t10n to the Ra1lroad Add1t10n, as per plat thereof
recorded an Volume "A" of Plats, page 8.
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Spokane UnItarIan Church

Nl)t.AERIC CODE (A .. t,ned by NP';)

H.4.ME
ANO/O'" ""ISTORIC
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Look1ng south toward pr1nclple elevat10n from 8th Avenue.
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This picture was taken in the summer of 1892 from the right-of-way of
Eighth Avenue looking southeast. Notice the carriage house - servants
quarters on the right and to the rear of the house.
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