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This form 13 for use In nomlnstlng or requesting determinations of eligibilIty tor IndNldual properties or dtstncts See Instructrons In GUidelmes for
Comp/etmg NatJonal RegIster Forms (National Register Bulletin 16) Complete eech rtem by marking ·x· In the appropriate box or by entering the
requested mfcrmeucn If M Item does not apply to the property being documented enter -N/A- for "not epphceble " For funcucns. styles
matenais and erees of srqruficance enler only the categones and subcateqones listed In the lnstrucnons For additional space use contmuanon
sheets (Form 10-900-a) Type All entries

1 Name of Property
hrstonc name C e n t r a 1 schoolhouse (District #49)
other names/site number N "

2. Location
Corner of RItchey and Four Mound Roads o not for publicanonstreet & number N W

M j 1e Fa II scity, town N i-ne
code 'riA county Spokane code 063 Zip code 99026state Was hI 09 too

3 ClassifIcation
Category of Property
[] buildmqts)o districto siteo structureo object

Number of Resources wrthm Property
Contributing Noncontributing

2 buudinqs
sites
structures
objects

.2.... Total
Number of contnbutmq resources previously
listed In the National RegIster 0

Ownership of Property
[Xl privateo public-localo public-State
o public-Federal

Name of related multiple property listing

Rural Pub] Ie SchOQls in WA State
4 State/Federal Agency Certification

As the desiqnated authorily under the National Histone Preservation Act ot 1966, as amended, I hereby certify that thrs
IKJ nomination 0 request for determination of ellglbllily meets the documentation standards for registering properties In the
Natlo~1 Register of Histone Places and meets the procedural and professional requirements set forth In 36 CFR Part 60 In
m~'nlOn, th~~perty ':aets 0does not meet the National Reglsler cntena 0 See continuation sheet

,)t / AJ I C\ ..-;, .hv '" ./ "'...A 0:;;/314 """-
Signature tfc"ertlfylng offlcrel / Date

Washington State Office of Archaeology and HistorIC preservation
State or Federal agency and bureau

In my opmton, the property 0 meets 0 does not meet the National Register criteria o See continuation sheet

Signature of commenting or other officrel Date

State or Federel agency and bureau

5 National Park ServIce CertIfication
I. hereby, certify that trns property ISo entered In the National Registero See continuation sheeto determined eligible for the National

Register 0 See continuation sheeto determined not eligible for the
National Register

o removed from the National Registero other, (explain) _
SIlJn8ture of the Keeper Date of Action



6 Function or Use
HIstoric Functions (enter cateqones trom I nons) Current Functions (e ategones from mstrucnons)

Education school Domestic single dwelling

7. Description
Materials (enter categories from mstrucnons)Architectural Classnlcancn

(enter categories from mstructions)

Other' Gable front vernacular
foundauon 5 tone
walls wood weatherboard

mcl wood:shingle
other N A.

Describe present and hrstonc physical appearance

Constructed in 1900, the simple schoolhouse erected for
Central School District No. 49 has retained its i n t eqr i ty of
appearance over the years. The area surround i nq the school was
covered with t1mber at the t1me of construct1on, and nearby
sawm1lls produced the lumber for the building.

Designed as a one-story, single-room facility, the
schoolhouse measures 24 feet by 36 feet. An 8-foot w rde porch
shelters the two entrances in the south gable end. According to
school records, the or aq i naL porch, d a t rnq from 1902, was
constructed of wood. At a meeting of the School Board on June
24, 1916, the Board voted to replace the wooden porch floor w1th
cement, and to pour a 4-foot wide SIdewalk extend1ng to the gate
at Four Mound Road. Situated at the end of the walk was to be a
gate with an arch above. Both the s i dewa Lk and the gate have
sance been removed. In 1937 the cement porch was replaced w i t h
that presently 1n use.

Situated on a stone foundat1on, the schoolhouse is
constructed of wood, and retains 1tS or1g1nal wood
butt-edged weatherboard1ng. Slmple cornerboards trim the edges of
the building, whIle modest fasc1a boards line the end gables. The
eX1sting cedar shingle roof dates from 1935; it matched the
or ig1nal roof.

Three w i ndows with two-over-two sash are found along the
east and west elevations. At the south end, both entries had
transoms above paneled doors; the westernmost door has four
vertical panels, while its companion 1S comprised of five
horizontal panels. A small t raanqu lar sign announcing ·Central
School Distr1ct No. 49· graces the upper gable; the School Board
voted to install the sign at their March 28, 1904 me et anq , A
flag pole stands at the peak of the gable on this main facade.
Only a small br1ck chimney rising from the gabled roofl1ne graces
the north end of the building.

See ContInuatIon Sheet X
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Although slightly altered over the years, the interior of
the Central Schoolhouse also malntains a high degree of Its
oraqIneL integrity. Constructed without par t i t i ons as an open
rectangular space, the inter lor was first f i nished with ceiling
lumber on the walls and celling. Although a wood stove provided
some warmth dur ing the cold w i n ter months, wallboard was later
added to the ceiling and down the walls to provide additional
LnsuLa t aon , Approximately 3 1/2 feet of wooden wainscoting
remains v i sibLe along the perimeter of the space. In addition,
blackboards Ilne the west, north, and east walls.

The floor was also covered at a later date wlth hardwood
f Loor i nq to provide add i t LonaI warmth. At the north end of the
bUllding, the floor level changes Sllghtly, rising approximately
6" above the main floor to create the effect of a stage.

Of the early furnishings, which Included desks and seats for
the students, only a piano, six slngle-globe light fixtures, and
a bUllt-ln cupboard/bookshelf In the northeast corner remain. The
pianowas purchased on October 3, 1932. Although the accompanying
claw-foot plano stool was stolen several years ago, the piano
Itself has long been Ilnked to Central School.

Ln at i a.Lly , the school burLd i nq had riei t her eLec t rIcaty or
water. On November 30, 1920, the Board bought a double gas light
for $24.00; the hangar for It IS s t rLl, in the wall. ThlS
supplemented the kerosene lamps used to provide light. On
September I, 1945, a $5 membership fee was pa i d to the Rural
Electr if ication Associa t i on , The schoolhouse was then wired for
eLect raoLty , and the fixtures currently in exrst erice were hung.
The first b i Ll for a month's electricity carne on October 27,
1945---the amount due was $5.76.

In order to secure water, two of the older children would
hike to a nearby spring. Each child held the end of a pole, wlth
the water bucket hanging in between. In 1924, a well was finally
drilled for the school. The total cost was $208.21, and visitors
can still use a hand pump to draw water from the well.

Only one outbuilding remains in the schoolyard--a small
toilet of wood construction situated behind the school.
Or iginally, there were two t oi Le ts on the property; a wood shed
measur ing 12 feet by 8 feet was also located northwest of the
school.
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8 Slatement of Significance - -
Certifying official has considered the signifIcance at this pro~rty In relation to other propertiesonationally Ustatewlde ~Iocally

CrIterIa Consrderations (Exceptions)

QlA Os Dc 00
OA Os Dc 00 DE OF OG

Applicable National Register Criteria

Areas of Slgmflcance (enter categories from Instructions) Penod of Slgmficance Significant Oates

Educa t ion 1900-1942 1900,1956
Cultural Artnranon

NA

SignIficant Person

NA
Archrtect/Btnlder

NA

State signifIcance of property, and Justify criteria, cnterra consrderattons, and areas and periods of significance noted above

A focal po i n t; for both educational and social ac t i v i t Les
since the turn of the century, the schoolhouse constructed in
1900 for Central School n Lst rrct No. 49 is today one of the few
one-room school bu i Ld inqs remaining in the northwest portion of
Spokane County. At the time of its completion, there were 18
one-room schools ln the lmmediate vlcinity; with the exception of
Central School, all have been demollshed or moved to other
locatlons to use for other purposes. In constant use as a school
from 1900 until 1956, the schoolhouse looks much the same as it
dld when lt flrst opened on September 3, 1900.

The original Central School, sometlmes known as Baldwln
School, was sltuated east of the present building across Rltchey
Road. At its June 1899 meeting, the School Board decided to poll
at s voters concerning the Loca t i on of a new school; seventeen
votes were cast in favor of the current site.

With funding provided by bonds totaling $600.00, School
Dlstrict No. 49 commenced work on the new school. The two acres
of land on which the school is situated were purchased for $5.00
from Ludwig and Theobold Jurgens. The Jurgens Brothers also
supplied the lumber for the bUllding at a cost of $174.43; R.C.
"'apley and J .M. Starkey built the schoolhouse. Records for the
School District indicate the following expenditures:

Tapley worked 32 days and was paid $80.00 on July 31, 1900.

Starkey worked 32 1/2 days at $2.75 per day; paid $89.35 on
July 31, 1900.
Lemon Lynch was paid $5.00 to clear the school grounds.

See Cont~nuat10n Sheet X
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J.N. Frazier was paid $62.00 to construct a flue and a rock
foundation.

The f1rst furnace was purchased at Reardan and hauled to
school for $1.00. A new furnace purchased June 1925 was
$195.00.

F1fty-two ch i.Ldr en were enrolled for the first year (1900 -
1901) at Central School. Although the school served grades one
through e z.qh t , only one teacher was available to provide
1nstruct1on. Miss L1llian Scott, the f1rst teacher there,
rece1ved $40.00 per month for her efforts. Not surpr1singly, the
turnover rate for teachers was qu i t e h i qh , Between 1900 and
1956, the Clerk's Record Books indicate that 46 teachers served
the School D1str1ct at this locat1on.

With class sizes dwindling dr amat rc aLl.y , the dec i s icn was
made to consolidate Central School w1th Reardan In 1956. Dur1ng
the last year of classes at Central, there were only seven
students, w1th three graduatIng from the eIghth grade.

In 1958 the Coulee Township acquired the schoolhouse from
Rearden Cons oLi da t ed Schools Das t r 1Ct 219/412, using it as a
mee c i nq site un t aL the demi s e of the t owns h i p system. The
township supe rv i s or s then deeded the property to West Greenwood
Cemetery Distr1ct 12 in 1973. s i nce that time, it has provided a
site for mee t i.nq s of the Cemetery Distr Lc t , the Home Economics
Club, and various social events in the community.

Today, Central Schoolhouse remains a vIsible symbol of the
important role it played in the educatIonal and socIal lives of
local residents. Not only d rd this s impLe one-room structure
provide the setting for lessons in grades one through e1ght, but
i t; was also a focal point for community activity. Box socials
were held here to raise money for school pr oj ec t s j 4H meetings,
square dances, club meetings, pa r t i e s and other special events
all took place here as well. Under the ausp1ces of the Cemetery
District, the Central School remains available for community use
today.



MaJor Bibliographical Referencese..- _•Central School District #49 Records and Annual Reports

9

o See continuation sheet

PrevIousdocumentation on file (NPS)o preliminary determination of mdrvtdual IIstmg (36 CFR67)
has been requestedo previously listed In the National Registero previously determined eligible by the National Registerodesignated a National Historic Landmarko recorded by Historic American BUildings
Survey# .,....-,..,-,,....,._-:: --;,--- _o recorded by Historic American Engineering
Record #

Primary location of additional datao State histone preservation officeoOther State agencyo Federalagency
o Local governmento UnrversrtyoOther
Specify repository

10 Geographical Data
Acreage of property two

UTM References
A J I 446630

Zone Easllng
B

Zone Eastmq Northing

C o
Zone Eastlng Northing Zone Easnnq Northing

o See contmuanon sheet

Verbal Boundary Descnption
SE corner of SE quarter of Section 35, Township l7 Range 40 From the SE corner

running west 20 rods, then north 16 rods, then east 20 rods, then south 16 rods to

point of beginning

o Seecontinuation sheet

Boundary Justification

The nominated property includes the school yard historically associated with Central
Shoal house District #49.

o Seecontinuation sheet

11. Form Prepared By
Garrett, Spokane HistoriC

date June 4, 1991
telephone
state WA

Preservation Office)Name/title Al i ce Lynch, Secretary (Edited by Kit
orqarnzanonWest Greenwood Cemetery
street & number w 21510 Four Mound Road
city or town Nine MI Ie Fa lis Zip code 99026
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SUPPLEMENTARY LISTING RECORD

NRIS Reference Number: 920001040 Date Listed: 8/27/92
Central Schoolhouse (District No. 49)
property Name

Spokane
county

WA
state

N/A
Multiple Name

------------------------------------------------------------
This property is listed in the National Register of Historic
Places in accordance with the attached nomination documentation
SUbject to the following exceptions, exclusions, or amendments,
notwithstanding the National Park Service certification included
in the nomination documentation.

Date of Action

=============================================================
Amended Items in Nomination:

Function or Use: Under Current Functions, the following replaces
the stated documentation: Single dwelling/secondary structure
and Meeting hall.

This information was conf~rmed with Leonard Garfield of the
Washington State historic preservation office.

DISTRIBUTION:
National Register property file
Nominating Authority (without nomination attachment)

(
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FllEO OR REr.OROEO

R(CUESi OFDerr & Dert

~UG 3 4 00 PH '73

Address .

Quit Claim De ed ,

THE Cn:\:-\TOR, COULEE ra,.JNSH.IP, ;'. HuniciPi\l Corpor ..x t i.on ,

fliT nlHl in (,Oll~ifl.. rnfinn of no d o Ll.n rs and to c Le nr title in Gr<:.n~(}p.

rnn"':'y!l lind quit r-lnims to
\~EST GREEh,\oJCX)[) CE1'IETERY UISTIHCT.

111l' fulln",i",::: lll·c.crihr,l 1,,:11 I"!'lnll'. ~iIUlll..,1 in ;lit' County of
l<>p:tlll'r with nil nhl:r uC'1uirt'<!li'k "f Ilw ;.:rltlli"r\~l lhcr't'in:

Spokane. Sinh' of Wl\!'hing:lon.

Pn r t of the Suuthci\~t 1/4 of the SOllthc;\st 1/4. lJ(·cJinniI1CJ JO feet
North :\nr.\ 15 r cc t vIest of the Sou tb oc s t cc r nc r , th on \v(-'st ~n rods,
t.hcn North 16 rods, the-n East 20 rods, the-n South 16 r od s to t.hc
point or l)(!<]inTlinlJ, s oc et c» :15, TOI....n s b ip 27 North, Ranoo 40 E.\oJ.:-!.,

Sp()k, rv nf~c::llllnty, \.J"o;;hinIJ\0n [Por c o I Nil, Y)704-~006),

And the wcs t 445 f e c t of the Ens r 9~5,6B (N·t of the South .213 [('('L
of thC"'South(~;:o.st 1/4 of the Nor t tivvc s t 1/4, Section :!2, Tuwnship :!(,
North, Ranqc 40 E.W.!'I., g pokanc County, \.J;lshington (P,;rcI'1 No.

22602-9004).

f1u .19673•

By:

~T:\Tr. or W;\~III\r;TO:'\. 1 "!'.

C..'unl~·....f Spok ....snc \

On Ihi~ ,la~'I..:r~"";'!rh :l1'r..-ar..,1 h..f.-Irl" me

r.. 1'1" ".n""'" I.. !...II... ;".l',;.ll!.li s ,l.......ril .....l ;n "1",1
;1'I"n" ... I..; ...t Il10ll thl', "'::!"n .. ,1 th.· ~,'If1" ;I"

Ij ..... ,."r! I.lIf1"-" Ih..r.·j" 1II.'"li .. n..,I.

I
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