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Public Participation Plan

17D.040.230 Ordinance Revision

“Demolition Permits for Historic Structures in the 

Downtown Boundary Area and National Register Districts”
Purpose

The purpose of this plan is to ensure that the public is informed and invited to participate in process of revising a section of the Spokane Municipal Code. The plan document will be revised and updated throughout the process, providing a record of public involvement.

Background

Until 2005, demolition of properties listed on the Spokane Register were regulated through a voluntary landmark and review process (SMC 17D.040.220). There was no ordinance regulating the demolition of other historic properties in Spokane. In 2005, after a nearly two-year public process, the City of Spokane enacted a much broader ordinance providing a review process for listed or eligible historic buildings located downtown or in historic districts (SMC 17D.040.230). This ordinance has been in effect for five years. Staff has recommended a reexamination of the ordinance to see if it is meeting its objectives, and revision to address problems. 

Communication leading to this proposed revision has been ongoing since 2008. The Spokane Historic Landmarks commission has discussed the issue and/or the ordinance at numerous public hearings since September of 2008. A “housekeeping” ordinance change to 17D.040.220 was successfully completed in April of 2009. A minor change to 17D.050.230 was planned in 2010 but eventually abandoned in favor of a more complete reevaluation and revision. The Downtown Spokane Partnership provided input for both these proposals. The Landmarks Commission and Spokane Preservation Advocates (major proponents of the ordinance revision) provided input to both revisions, and support an effort to reevaluate and revise the ordinance.   

Communication Strategies

	Coordinate with Key Stakeholder Groups
	

	Downtown Spokane Partnership
	Ongoing
 2010

	□ Continue to provide frequent updates 
□ Meet with DSP staff  - August 2010
□ Presentation to DSP Policy Committee - September 2010

□ Presentation to full board, if needed - 
	

	Spokane Preservation Advocates
	Ongoing

	□ Continue to provide frequent updates
□ Ensure notification of meetings, opportunities for comment 

□ Provide updates to Executive Board (Board Meetings) 
	

	Affected Neighborhoods (Downtown and those with Historic Districts) 
	Fall 2010
&Ongoing

	□ Introduce need and process to Community Assembly – October 2010
□ Send updates to Neighborhood Councils (Friday Hot Sheet)

□ Send Additional Mailing to neighborhoods with Historic Districts 
	


	Identify, Inform Stakeholders 
	Summer 2010

	□ May 2010 public workshop, Spokane Historic Landmark Commission

□ Develop “FAQ” sheet and PowerPoint Presentation with information about the ordinance, the issue and how to be involved. Post on website, distribute at meetings, present as requested.
□ Invite input and participation by original Task Force members - Aug 2010
□ Determine need and format for public meetings (other than commission hearings and workshops) with input from SPA and DSP. 
	


	Local Government Process
	

	Spokane Historic Landmarks Commission
	Sept-Oct 2010

	□ HPO updates provided monthly at SHLC Hearings 

□ Workshop on ordinance revision (May 2010)
□ Ordinance Revision Committee process
Review and revise HPO draft, report at monthly hearing (September 2010)

Present final recommendations to SHLC (October 2010) 
□ Legal Department review of proposed revisions (October 2010)
□ Commission prepare recommendation for Plan Commission (October 2010)

	

	SEPA Compliance
	Nov 2010

	□ Prepare and route SEPA checklist - 14 day or 29 day review period required
	

	Plan Commission
	Oct - Nov 2010

	□ Workshop 1

□ Workshop 2 (as needed)
□ Plan Commission Hearing on ordinance revisions

□ Plan Commission Deliberation and Recommendation 
	

	Spokane City Council
	Dec - Feb 2011

	□ Administrative Reports mid-process
□ PCED Briefing – Overview and Process – August 2010
□ PCED Briefing – SHLC recommendation – October 2010 
□ PCED Briefing – Plan Commission recommendation – November 2010
□ Study Session

□ Council Briefing

□ Council Action
	

	Mayor Office
	Ongoing

	□ Provide FAQ, notice of process 
□ Provide updates before PCED Briefings (August, October, November 2010)
□ Provide update before Study Session

□ Final “Decision Making” Document
	


	Consultation and Research
	

	State and National Experts 
	Ongoing

	□ Policy Director, National Trust for Historic Preservation 
□ Policy Director, National Alliance of Preservation Commissions (Aug, Sept)
□ Field Officer, Western Office, National Trust (Aug)
□ Issues Committee, Washington Trust for Historic Preservation
	


	Media 
	

	City Cable 5 
	Ongoing

	□ Council Connections (at request of Council)
□ PSAs about meetings

□ Use available City Calendars to advertise meetings
	

	City/County Historic Preservation Office Website
	Ongoing

	□ Ongoing “Ordinance Revision Updates” feature (Completed)
□ Post ordinance FAQ and PowerPoint on website (In Process)
	

	Stakeholder Media Outlets
	Ongoing

	□ Spokane Preservation Advocates newsletter & website: Link to our update feature on their website, updates in future newsletter(s)
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